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MSU BreaksAway 2012
Office for Community Involvement

Student Leader Application

Priority Application Deadline:  November 14th, 2011
Spring Break 2012:  March 12th-16th 


MSU BreaksAway Site Leader Information 
(Please keep this part for your reference and DO NOT return with your completed application.)
MSU BreaksAway FAQ’s

What is MSU BreaksAway?
On MSU BreaksAway trips, students volunteer their time to meet community needs during the university spring break.  The host community offers opportunities to learn about and experience challenges that are either larger in scope or foreign to Bozeman area community challenges. The host communities benefit from the student’s hard work and energizing spirits and the students come back to MSU with an enhanced understanding of the diverse issues that face our national and global community.  Communities see tangible results from the MSU student’s projects, while students gain new skills, perspectives and relationships.

What is the Office for Community Involvement (OCI)?

The OCI works to better connect campus resources to meet community needs.  We do this through various programs and also serve as the on-campus community service resource.  BreaksAway is a program of the OCI.  The OCI facilitates the “behind the scenes” work to make sure the trips are a success.  Mandy St. Aubyn is the BreaksAway Program Coordinator in the OCI.  Learn more about all this office does at:  www.montana.edu/community 
How many hours do the groups volunteer?

This varies from site to site, however, the groups tend to work a typical day, 8am-5pm, Mon.-Fri., with breaks throughout the day and evenings free for activities.
Where do the groups stay?

The OCI typically locates housing at local churches or community centers, to keep the cost of the trips low.  Volunteers often sleep on floors or cots and utilize the kitchen and shower facilities in these spaces.  Sometimes the groups camp, depending on the site location.

What meals are provided?

The trip participants are given per diems ($10/day) for meals, which is a part of their trip fee.  Groups typically buy food together and cook at their housing site.

How much does it cost?

This is dependent on trip location.  Fees include meals, housing and transportation.  Personal spending or emergency funds are not included.  Trip fees are listed under trip descriptions.  Leaders pay the whole trip fee up front and then are reimbursed half upon return from the trips.
How many people go on each trip?

The typical trip has 12 students, including 2 student leaders.  However, this varies from year to year and the host site capabilities.

What transportation is used?

All trips will travel in mini vans (2 per trip if group has more than 7 participants).  Participants and leaders share the driving responsibility.  
When do the groups leave and return to Bozeman?

Departure and return dates will be to the discretion of the group, however the groups usually leave the Friday or Saturday that break begins and returns the following Saturday or Sunday.

Do faculty or staff go on the trips?

No, all trips are led by 2 student Site Leaders.  They act as liaisons, facilitators, and go-to people before and during the trips.  The OCI staff serve as the on-campus emergency contacts.

Are these substance-free trips?

Yes!  All trips are substance-free.  The consumption of alcohol and illegal drug use represents a major liability to the program, the health of participants, the cohesion of our groups, and the relationships we have with our host sites.  This policy applies to all participants, regardless of age.  

Do I need to be an MSU student to participate?

Yes, you must be at least a part-time (minimum 6 credits) MSU-Bozeman student.  International MSU students are encouraged to participate, keeping in mind any travel restrictions they may have with their student Visas.

Student Leader FAQ’s
What is a Student Leader?
A Student Leader oversees the entire break experience, from educating the participants, handling daily logistics, and managing conflict within the group.  There are two student co-leaders on each trip.  The terms Student Leader and Site Leader are used interchangeably.
What are the responsibilities of a Student Leader?

· Attend mandatory Site Leader orientation/training held in January.
· Organize and co-lead two or three pre-trip planning meetings with trip participants that include trip logistics and education for the issue you will be working with.
· Participate in a pre-trip teambuilding experience with your group.

· Attend meetings with OCI BreaksAway Coordinator and other Leaders leading up to the trips.

· Work cooperatively with the co-leader to consistently address the needs and safety of the group throughout. 

· Help finalize and confirm trip logistics by working with the host site.
· Delegate responsibilities to individuals in the group before, during and after the trip.

· Take responsibility to handle all emergencies and/or conflicts that may arise while on the trip.

· If able, agree to be one of the trip van drivers.

· Agree to enforce all MSU policies for student travel plus MSU BreaksAway Alcohol/Drug policy. (Reminder:  these are substance free trips!)
· Responsible to lead a daily reflection session and end of service closing with the group.
· Help organize, promote and lead a post trip celebration for all MSU BreaksAway participants, their friends, families and any interested parties on campus.
· Assist in participant recruitment/public relations. 

· Maintain consistent and positive communication with your co-leader, your participants and the OCI. 
What are the benefits of being a Site Leader?
· Build group facilitation techniques and skills.

· Enhance problem-solving skills.

· Gain professional leadership experience to note on personal resumes.

· Enjoy the satisfaction of giving.

· Travel and experience a different community.

· Receive half off the cost of the MSU BreaksAway trip.  In order for you to receive half off the trip we require ALL of the following:
· The return of the MSU/Rental vehicle on the day specified.

· A completed set of daily impact reports from your trip turned in to OCI.
· Completed trip evaluations from all group members and from both site leaders turned in to OCI.
· Return all materials checked out from OCI upon return.
*Upon satisfactorily meeting all of the above conditions we will reimburse leaders half the trip fee.  Please note that leaders pay the complete trip fee and then are reimbursed half.
How much time is involved as a Site Leader?
Pre-Trip: Expect to contribute about 15-20 hours during the spring semester for meetings and logistics.  Time involved will increase as the trips come closer.  Post-Trip:  Expect to contribute about 3 more hours after the trips are over for wrap-up meetings, celebration preparation and attending the celebration.
What trip will you lead?
We try to place Site Leaders on their preferred trip, but we cannot guarantee that this will happen.  If you are chosen to be a leader we will consider your trip preference as well as your skills and experiences to try best matching you with a co-leader.  If you are chosen as a Site Leader, but not for the trip of your choice you will have the option to decline the position and still go on your chosen trip as a participant.
2012 BreaksAway Site Descriptions

Glide:  San Francisco, CA                                Issue:  Homelessness




Trip Fee:  $425
Glide works with homeless or those at-risk for being homeless in San Francisco. They work to break the cycles of multi-generational dependency, poverty, and low self-worth and strive to create a healthy community by offering effective services that foster holistic healing in an environment of cultural integrity and diversity.  MSU volunteers will be helping to prepare the Daily Free Meals Program and serving 2-3 meals a day (M-F) to those in need.  www.glide.org

Group Size:  12, including 2 student leaders
Housing:  Local church, sleeping on floor or air mattress in common area

Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest:  Phoenix, AZ      Issue:  Refugee/Social Services
Trip Fee:  $425
Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest Refugee & Immigration Services Division is dedicated to helping refugees from troubled nations throughout the world establish new lives in Arizona.  MSU volunteers will work with refugees of all ages during the week.  Activities may include helping refugees learn how to use their local public library, taking youth on a hike or outdoor excursion, doing arts and crafts, playing sports with the children and other activities that will involve interaction with refugees from countries around the world.   www.lss-sw.org

Group Size:  12, including 2 student leaders
Housing:  Local church, sleeping on floor or air mattress in common area

Gila National Forest Silver City Ranger District:  Silver City, NM
      Issue:  Environmental
 Trip Fee: $425
Gila National Forest covers 3.3 million acres and is the 6th largest National Forest in the continental U.S.  The Gila has more than 1,800 mile of trails!  Get your hands dirty and help keep this area accessible to visitors by building and maintaining trails.   There will be opportunities for the stout trail builder and those looking for a lighter fare - as well as all comers in between.  Volunteers can expect to view some spectacular scenery, a unique array of plant and animal life, and experience the clarity, peace, and quiet that comes only from quality time spent in the forest. Students will be camping the entire week on this trip.  www.stateparks.com/gila.html 

Group Size:  12, including 2 student leaders
Housing:  Camping

Denver, CO


Issue:  Youth Homelessness
 

 

Trip Fee: $375
Volunteers will be working with multiple organizations that address youth homelessness in the Denver area:  Denver Homeless Ministries, Samaritan house and the Alternative Pregnancy Center.  Main activities will include serving and/or providing meals to homeless youth as well as providing outreach and resources to the youth living on the streets.  This is a great opportunity to connect with and help the youth homeless population.  A full day of training will be provided to help prepare the group.

Group Size:  12, including 2 student leaders
Housing:  Local family host, sleeping on floor or air mattress 
Old Trail Museum: Choteau, MT

Issue:  Historical Preservation


Trip Fee: $175
This Montana museum needs your help!  The Old Trail Museum is an all-volunteer run organization.  Volunteers are needed to archive items from past archaeological digs in the Choteau area.  Activities will include labeling and cataloging items to ensure this important piece of our history is kept alive!  This trip will be smaller with 5 participants and will only be volunteering Monday (12th)-Wednesday (14th).  This is a great option for those who want to participate but cannot commit to a full week!  http://theoldtrailmuseum.org/
Group Size:  5, including 1 student leader
Housing:  Housing space has been donated for the group to stay in.

If you have questions that are unanswered after reading through this information, please contact us!

MSU Office for Community Involvement

286 SUB or 331 Culbertson
994-6902 
www.montana.edu/community
BreaksAway Coordinator:

Mandy St. Aubyn

994-3113

amanda.staubyn@montana.edu

Site Leader Application 2012
( Please return this portion of your application to the Office for Community Involvement in 286 SUB or 331 Culbertson OR email to:  Mandy St. Aubyn, BreaksAway Program Coordinator:  amanda.staubyn@montana.edu
( We will not accept hand written applications.  PLEASE TYPE. 
(If you have led an MSU BreaksAway trip in the past, please contact Mandy BEFORE turning in an application.
Last Name:                                                   First & M.I.:_________________________________     

Current Address:                                                  City                        State                    Zip________________                     

Phone:                                                                  e-mail: _____________________________
Student ID Number: _____________________________________
Currently Enrolled in at least 6 credits at MSU?

Yes 
No

Year in School:_________________________

Major:_______________________________

U.S. Citizen?
Yes
No                                                                             
If no, do you have a VISA permitting your travel to the site of your choice?   
Yes     
No

Do you have First Aid Certification?                     

CPR Certification?                  
Level:_________             

Do you have a valid U.S. driver’s license?
Yes
No

Are you willing to drive a 7-passenger van or SUV?
Yes
No
Site Preference

Rank your preference (1-5, 1 being your most preferred site, 5 being your least) and explain why you ranked the sites in the order you did.  DO NOT RANK TRIPS YOU ARE NOT WILLING TO LEAD! Due to popularity of some sites, please be aware that not everyone will be able lead on their top choices.

· Glide-San Francisco, CA  ______

*Explain why:


· Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest-Phoenix, AZ _______







*Explain why:

· Gila National Forest-Silver City, NM_____

*Explain why:

· Youth Homelessness-Denver, CO______

*Explain why:




· Old Trail Museum-Choteau, MT_____

*Explain why:


Please answer the following application questions.  Please TYPE your answers.
1. Please explain why would you like to be a Site Leader for a BreaksAway trip and what do you expect to gain from the experience?

2. Describe your interest and personal experiences with community service activities.

3. Describe your experience in leading others.
4. Have you participated in a BreaksAway trip in the past?  If so, please include year and location.

5. Please share anything else about yourself or your experiences that we should know in making site leader choices.

References

List two references (non-relatives, not acquaintances or friends) who can speak to your ability to successfully lead a BreaksAway Trip (employers, professors, volunteer supervisor, etc.).  
Reference #1 






Reference #2 

Name: 







Name:

Relationship to them: 





Relationship to them:

Phone Number: 





Phone Number:

E-mail: 







E-mail:

Upon review of your application, we will contact you to set up an interview.

For office use only:


Received by______________________	Date____________________________�


Interview date and time______________________  References Checked?  Y    N
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�











MSU Office for Community Involvement~286 SUB or 331 Culbertson~994-6902~amanda.staubyn@montana.edu


