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February  2009 SANDY S. OSBORNE 
 Associate Professor 
 Family and Consumer Sciences 
 Montana State University 
 312 Herrick Hall 
 Bozeman, Montana  59717-3540 
 406-994-5007 - office 
  
 
EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D. Interdisciplinary Doctoral Program Specializations in Child Development, 

College of Human Ecology Family Studies, and Adult Education 
1986 The University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
 

M.A.  Pastoral Studies Seattle University 
School of Theology and Ministry 
2008 

 
M.A. Home Economics Family Studies 

1980 Washington State University 
Pullman, Washington 

 
B.A. Theatre Lewis and Clark College 
 1972 Portland, Oregon 

British Isles Study Program, 6 months, 1971 
New York City Study Program, 3 months, 1969 

 
 
CONTENT AREAS OF COMPETENCE 
 
CHILD:              Human/Child Development, Human Services Administration 
 
FAMILY: Parent-Child Relations, Family Life Programming, 

Home-School Relations 
 
ADULT: Adult Development, Adult Education, Career Development 
 
 
EXPERIENCE 
 

Department of Health and Human Development, Montana State University, Bozeman 
Associate Professor, 1993-present 
Assistant Professor, 1987-93 

  Graduate Coordinator, 1995-98 
 

Courses taught included Family Life Education, Administration of Human Service Programs, Human 
Development: Conception through Adolescence, Human Development: Adulthood and Aging, 
Parenting, Lifespan Development, Senior Seminar: Professional Issues, Strategies for Success, 
Personal Development and Human Relations, Early Childhood Classroom Management, Middle and 
Late Adulthood, Individual and Family Development in an Aging Society, Psychology of Careers, 
Internship, and graduate seminars. 
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Visiting Instructor 1986-87 
Department of Home Economics   
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, Ohio 

 
Courses taught included Introduction to Early Childhood Education, Parenting and Parent Education, 
Infant Development, and supervision of field placement students in Children's Services and Family 
Services. 

 
Consultant 1987 

Work and Family Program 
Toledo Public Schools and the State of Ohio Vocational Education Department 

 
Developed and presented curriculum models on Individual Development, Family Development and 
Working Parents for the Work and Family Program which is a program purchased by employers and 
offered at the work site for employees. 

 
Graduate Teaching Assistant 1984-85, 1985-86 

Dean's Office 
The University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 
Full teaching responsibility for college-wide upper division course in Microcomputer Applications for 
Human Ecology.  Software programs included word processing, data base management, and 
spreadsheets.  Coordinated with Microcomputer Lab Consultant and other course instructors. 

 
Research Assistant 1985 

Department of Child and Family Studies 
The University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 
Collected, organized, and analyzed data from interviews with preschoolers as part of a multi-
disciplinary study of political socialization. 

 
Graduate Assistant 1983-84 

Child Development Laboratory 
The University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 
Taught 20 hours per week in preschool program; supervised student teachers in practicum 
experience; supervised undergraduate students in lab experiences; participated in research activities 
conducted by faculty and students. 

 
Director 1980-83 

Clallam-Jefferson Head Start 
Port Angeles, Washington 

 
Directed operation of Clallam-Jefferson Head Start program serving 72 families in a two-county area.  
Coordinated delivery of component services including education, social services, health, and parent 
involvement.  Supervised component coordinators; responsible for training, supervision, and 
evaluation of 18 staff members.  Facilitated program planning process with parent staff committees in 
developing component work plans and budget.  Prepared grant applications and monitored multiple 
grants and contracts for the Head Start program with Clallam-Jefferson Community Action Council. 
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Parent Education Instructor 1977-80 
Peninsula Community College 
Family Life Department 
Port Angeles, Washington 

 
Designed and implemented workshops for staff of family day care homes and child care centers.  
Topic included Creative Dramatics, Nutrition, Discipline, and Guidance, Program Solving, Art and 
Science.  Developed and coordinated Parent Education and Involvement Program for parents enrolled 
in Peninsula College Child Care Learning Center. 

 
Child Care Specialist (Head Teacher) and Continuing Education Instructor 1977-80 

Peninsula Community College Child Care Learning Center 
Port Angeles, Washington 

 
Supervised young children aged 2-6; assessed social, intellectual, emotional, and physical needs of 
children and developed child and adult directed educational activities based on assessed needs; 
planned and implemented a Supplemental Food Program (USDA) for children; designed and prepared 
individualized educational materials; supervised staff, volunteers, students, parents, and aides; 
maintained inventory of supplies and curriculum materials.  Developed course for undergraduates, 
library personnel, and recreation leaders entitled, Storytelling and Creative Dramatics. 

 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 

Marotz-Baden, R., Osborne, S., & Hunts, H. (2000).  Teaching and learning styles: Implications for 
more effective pedagogy. Family Science Review, 13(1-2), 44-59. 
 

Osborne, S., & Bullock, J. R. (2000). Intergenerational programming in action: Befrienders.  
Educational Gerontology: An International Journal, 26, 169-182. 
 

Osborne, S., & deOnis, A.  (1999). The school board and parent involvement: A new outlook. 
Contemporary Education, 70(3), 14-16. 
 

Osborne, S. (1999). Parents and families: Achieving the three r=s. Montana State Reading Journal, 
16(1), 18-20. 
 

Bullock, J. R., & Osborne, S. S. (1999). Seniors=, volunteers=, and families= perspectives of an 
intergenerational program in a rural community. Educational Gerontology: An International Journal, 25, 
237-251. 
 

Osborne, S., & deOnis, A. (1997).  Parent involvement in rural schools: Implications for educators.  
The Rural Educator, 19(2), 20-25, 29. 
 

Lund, P., & Osborne, S.  (1995).  Birthdays, children, and art:  Museums as meaningful places for 
young children.  In C. Thompson (Ed.), The visual arts and early childhood learning pp. 49-51.  National 
Art Education Association.   

 
Bailey, S., & Osborne, S.  (1994).  Provider perspectives on the content and delivery of training for 

family day care.  Child and Youth Care Forum, 23(5), 329-338. 
 

Hamilton, D., & Osborne, S.  (1994).  Barriers to parent involvement in public schools.  Kappa Delta Pi 
Record, 30(4), 148-152.   
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Bailey, S., & Osborne, S.  (1993).  Guiding children's behavior: The issue of compliance.  Day Care 
and Early Education, 21(2), 4-8. 
 

Osborne, S., & Warford, B.  (1993).  Maximizing your effectiveness.  Day Care and Early Education, 
20(3), 25-26. 
 

Osborne, S., & Seibel, D.  (1990).  Educational attainment and child abuse potential:  Implications for 
adult educators.  Adult Literacy and Basic Education, 14(2), 26-31. 
 

Leu, C., & Osborne, S.  (1990).  Selecting child care.  Early Child Development and Care, 54, 95-98. 
 

Allen J., Freeman, P., & Osborne, S.  (1989).  Children's political knowledge and attitudes.  Young 
Children, 44(2), 57-61. 
 

Osborne, S., & Stauss, J.  (1988).  Characteristics of successful directors of for-profit child care 
centers.  Early Child Development and Care, 36, 121-130. 
 

Osborne, S.  (1986).  Attachment and the secondary caregiver.  Daycare and Early Education, 13(3), 
20-22. 
 

Osborne, S.  (1986).  Directors of for-profit child care centers:  Do background characteristics predict 
success?  Unpublished doctoral dissertation, The University of Tennessee, Knoxville. 
 

Osborne, S.  (1980).  The relationship of maternal parenting attitudes to observed behavior of young 
children.  Unpublished master's thesis, Washington State University, Pullman. 
 
 
NATIONAL REFEREED PRESENTATIONS 
 
 Osborne, S. “Aging parents: Family Care and parenting”. 14th Annual Northwest Parenting and Family 
Education Conference. Vancouver, WA. March, 2008 
 

Osborne, S. “Building family strengths: Spirituality”. 13th Annual Northwest Parenting and Family 
Education Conference. Vancouver, WA. March, 2007. 

 
Osborne, S. ARites of passage: Implications for family science@. Family Science Association & 

Northwest Council on Family Relations. West Yellowstone, MT, June, 2004. 
 

Smart, l., Berke, D., Adams, R., Buck, J., Osborne, S. AThe future of internships in family science: 
Developing professional standards.@ National Council on Family Relations, Vancouver, BC, Canada, 
November, 2003.  
 

Marotz-Baden, R., Osborne, S., Hunts, H. AProblem solving as a foundation of family science 
education.@ Family Science Association, Virden Center, DE, May 2001. 
 

Hunts, H., Marotz-Baden, R., & Osborne, S. AMerging of three pedagogical paradigms.@ Teaching 
Family Science: Innovative Learning Environment, Family Science Association, Gallatin Gateway, MT, 
May 2000. 
 

Osborne, S., & Haynes, D.  AAiding retention in college.@  American Association of Family and 
Consumer Sciences, Seattle, WA, June 1999. 
 

Marotz-Baden, R., & Osborne, S. ALow-tech teaching techniques.@  Family Science Association 
Conference, Callaway Gardens, GA, May 1999. 
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Osborne, S. AParent involvement: Moving from Head Start into the public schools.@  Region VIII Head 

Start Conference, Billings, MT, October 1997. 
 

Osborne, S. AA community partnership: The transition to kindergarten.@  Western States Leadership 
Conference.  National Association for the Education of Young Children.  Bozeman, MT, June 1995. 

 
Osborne, S., & Hamilton, D.  APromoting parent involvement in the public schools.@  National 

Association for the Education of Young Children, Anaheim, CA, November 1993. 
 

Osborne, S.  AThe selection of discipline strategies: What factors impact the process.@  National 
Association for the Education of Young Children, Denver, CO, November 1991. 
 

Osborne, S. ATeam building: Support and balance.@  Region VIII Head Start Training Conference, 
Billings, MT, October 1991. 
 

Osborne, S., & Seibel, D.  AChild abuse potential in rural families.@  National Council on Family 
Relations, Seattle, WA, November 1990. 
 

Osborne, S., & Warford, B.  AUnderstanding attitudes toward child care:  A step toward supporting 
change.@  National Association for the Education of Young Children, Anaheim, CA, November 1988. 
 

Osborne, S.  ACharacteristics of successful directors of for-profit child care centers.@  National 
Association for the Education of Young Children, Washington, DC, November 1986. 
 

Osborne, S.  AI want my mommy!  Attachment and the secondary caregiver.@  Association for 
Childhood Education International, Greensboro, NC, March 1986. 
 

Osborne, S., & Allen, J.  APolitical knowledge and attitudes of young children: Implications for 
teachers.@  National Association for the Education of Young Children, New Orleans, LA, November 1985. 
 

Osborne, S., & Pasley, K.  AStrategies for eliminating burn-out in early childhood education.@  Featured 
speaker, Southern Association on Children Under Six, Lexington, KY, March 1984. 
 

Osborne, S., & Pasley, K.  AThe care and nurturing of staff.@  National Association for the Education of 
Young Children, Atlanta. GA, November 1983. 
 
 
STATE REFEREED PRESENTATIONS 
 

 
Osborne, S. “Working with Individuals and families: The role of the interfaith chaplain”. Montana 

Hospital Association, Billings, MT, September 2006.  
 
Osborne, S. “Certification and professionalism.” Montana Association of Family Consumer Sciences, 

Bozeman, MT, April, 2006.  
 
Osborne, S. Invited Keynote Address. AThe importance of parent involvement in early childhood 

programs and schools.@ Children=s Soup for the Provider=s Soul Conference, Child Care Connections, 
Bozeman, MT, February 2003. 

 
Osborne, S. AThe Process of Dying.@ Montana Gerontology Society. Billings, MT, April 2002. 
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Osborne, S.  AChanges in sensory-motor functioning: Strategies to promote understanding.@  Montana 
Gerontology Society, Bozeman, MT, April 1999. 
 

Osborne, S. AHealth enhancement and working with families.@ Partners in Teaching and Learning 
Conference, Office of Public Instruction.  Billings, MT, October 1997. 
 

Osborne, S. AHealth enhancement: Family life activities.@  Partners in Teaching and Learning 
Conference, Office of Public Education.  Billings, MT, October 1996. 
 

Osborne, S.  Keynote address.  AThrough the eyes of children.@  Dawson Community College, Early 
Childhood Conference.  Glendive, MT, May 1995. 
 

Osborne, S.  AFamily life activities: K-2.@  Annual Statewide Early Childhood Conference.  Bozeman, 
MT, October 1995. 
 

Osborne, S., & Johannes, C.  AParent involvement: Research report.@  Annual Statewide Early 
Childhood Conference.  Bozeman, MT, October 1995. 
 

Osborne, S.  ATransition to kindergarten.@  1995 Title I Conference, Office of Public Instruction, 
(Helena, Montana).  Big Sky, MT, September 1995. 
 

Osborne, S.  ATransition to kindergarten: A community partnership approach.@  Annual Statewide Early 
Childhood Conference.  Missoula, MT, October, 1994. 
 

Osborne, S., & Hamilton, D.  APromoting parent involvement in the public schools.@  Annual Statewide 
Early Childhood Conference.  Bozeman, MT, September, 1991. 
 

Osborne, S., & Bullock, J.  APromoting developmental appropriate practice.@  Annual Statewide Early 
Childhood Conference.  Missoula, MT, October, 1990. 
 

Osborne, S., & Bullock, J.  AInforming others about developmentally appropriate  practices.@  Bozeman 
Association for the Education of Young Children.  Bozeman, MT, April, 1990. 
 

Osborne, S.  AStaff relations.@  Annual Statewide Early Childhood Conference.  Butte, MT, September, 
1989. 
 

Osborne, S., & Mack, L. H.  AThe Linkage Project:  A training program for child care providers to work 
with special needs children.@  It's a Family Affair:  Establishing Optimal Services for Children with 
Handicaps.  Billings, MT, April, 1988. 
 

Osborne, S.  AAndragogy: How to work with adults.@  Idaho-Montana Council on Family Relations.  
Bozeman, MT, March, 1988. 
 

Osborne, S.  ABalancing work and family:  Applied decision making.@  Midwest Region of the American 
Institute for Decision Sciences.  Toledo, OH, April, 1987. 
 

Osborne, S., & Pruitt, M.  AHey, I'm a teacher.  What do I need to know about management skills?@  
Knox Area Association of Young Children, Knoxville, TN, March, 1985. 
 

Osborne, S.  APuzzles--what else can you do with them?@  Knox Area Association of Young Children, 
Knoxville, TN, March, 1984. 
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FUNDED GRANTS 
 

Osborne, S. & Welton, J.  Befrienders.  Montana Campus Compact through University of Montana, 
March 1996, for $1,200. 
 

Osborne, S.  Child Advancement Project, Prevent Child Abuse, Inc.  Montana Campus Compact 
through University of Montana, October 1995, for $900. 
 

Osborne, S. & Welton, J.  Befrienders.  Montana Campus Compact through University of Montana, 
October 1995, for $1,076. 
 

Warford, B., & Osborne, S.  HRDC Head Start (with District IX Human Resource Development 
Council).  Targeted Montana counties for Head Start Services include:  Gallatin, Park, Meagher, 1990. 
 
 
 
FUNDED RESEARCH 
 

Osborne, S.  Predicting parenting strategies.  Montana State University, College of Education, Health 
and Human Development, Research and Creativity Grant, March, 1989, for $2,250. 
 

Chandler, N., Osborne, S., & Wilson, S. M.  Child development knowledge and discipline strategies.  
Montana State University, College of Nursing Research Committee, April, 1988, for $767. 
 
 
 
GRANT ACTIVITIES 
 

Research advisory team with Professor Gloria Gregg, 1993-95 
 Parent Involvement Survey (statewide in Montana) 
 U.S. Department of Education 
 Office of Education Research and Improvement 

 
 
HONORS 
 
MSU Alumni - Chamber of Commerce Award for Excellence 

1992, 1994, 2003, 2004,  Award for Excellence Banquet  
 2006, 2008 Montana State University, Bozeman 
 
 

MSU Mortar Board 
4/99 Professor of the Month 

 
Most Influential Teacher - College of Education, Health and Human Development 

1992, 1995, 1998, 1999 Annual Awards Luncheon, April 
2001, 2002, 2004 College of Education, Health and Human Development 

Montana State University, Bozeman 
 
Senior Honors Fellowship  

1991 University Honors Program 
Montana State University, Bozeman 
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Phi Upsilon Omicron 
Family and Consumer Sciences Honor Society  

9/2001 - present Advisor to Phi U Student Chapter (Epsilon) 
1993-present Member of Honor Society 
9/94-8/96 President of Alumni Chapter  

 
 
Prior to Montana State University 
 
Excellence in Teaching:  Teacher of the Year 

1987 Presented by the Council of Presidents of Student 
Organizations, Department of Home Economics 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, Ohio 

 
Outstanding Graduate Student of The University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

1986 Presented by the Dean of the Graduate School. 
 
 
 
Graduate Student Award of the Tennessee Association on Young Children 

1986 Presented to one graduate student in the state who 
demonstrates interest and potential leadership in the field of 
early childhood education. 

 
Outstanding Graduate Student of the College of Human Ecology 

1984-85 The University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
Presented to one graduate student for recognition of leadership 
and service to the college. 

 
Sadie Katherine Stanton Scholarship 

Home Economics Leadership The University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
1984-85, 1985-86 

 
President 

1994-96 Home Economics Grads and Phi U Alumni 
Montana State University, Bozeman 

 
Omicron Nu 

1985-present Alpha Epsilon Chapter 
The University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 
 
REVIEWER 
 
Journal of Family and Consumer Sciences 
Ageing and Society 
 
PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION 
 
Certified Family Life Educator, National Council on Family Relations 
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SERVICE 
 
Community 

Board Member 
1994 - present Befrienders (Matching MSU students and senior citizens) 

Bozeman, Montana 
 
Board Member Notes of Comfort, Bozeman Public Schools Music Department  
  2008 – present (therapeutic music for those in need of comfort)   
  
  Board Member 

 2002-2005 Montana Tennis Association 
 
Board Member Montana Youth Tennis Foundation 
  2005 - 20007 
 
 President 

1994-96 Home Economics Grads and Phi U Alumni 
Montana State University, Bozeman 

Chair 
1991-95 Early Childhood Committee 

Partnership of MSU, Bozeman Public Schools and the 
Community 
Bozeman, Montana 

 
Validator 

1985-90 National Academy of Early Childhood Programs (A Division of 
the National Association for the Education of Young Children) 

 
University 
 

Faculty Senate 
 2008-2009 Montana State University, Bozeman 
 
University Salary Review Committee 

    1995-98  Montana State University, Bozeman 
 

University Retention, Promotion and Tenure Committee 
1997-98 Montana State University, Bozeman 
1998-2001, alternate 
 

Graduate Council 
1995-97  Montana State University, Bozeman 

 
Search Committee Vice President of Research and Creative Activity 

1998 Montana State University, Bozeman 
 

Search Committee Director, ASMSU Day Care 
1998 Montana State University, Bozeman 

 
Instructor MSU Employee Wellness Program 

1988-93 Family Relations Component 
Montana State University, Bozeman 
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Adventure Coordinator Outdoor Education Adventure Program 
1994 New Student Services 

Montana State University, Bozeman 
 
 
 
College 

Chair, Moebus Fellowship Steering Committee 
2000 - 2004 Department of Health and Human Development 

Montana State University, Bozeman   
 
Department Head Search Committee 

1996-97 Department of Health and Human Development 
Montana State University, Bozeman 

 
Promotion and Tenure Committee College of Education, Health and Human Development 

1996-97, 1993-94, 2007-2009 Montana State University, Bozeman 
 

 
Scholarship Committee College of Education, Health and Human Development 

1996-97, 1999-2002, Montana State University, Bozeman 
2004-5,   2007-present  

 
Equipment and Computer Committee College of Education, Health and Human Development 

1994-95, 1993-94, 1992-93 Montana State University, Bozeman 
 

Faculty Search Committees Department of Health and Human Development 
1995-96, 1993-94, 1988-89 Montana State University, Bozeman 
2000-2001  

 
Prior to Montana State University 

Prekindergarten Certificate Committee Department of Home Economics 
1986-87 Bowling Green State University 

Bowling Green, Ohio 
Task Force on Educational Reform College of Education and Allied Professions 

1986-87 Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, Ohio 

 
Broadcast Advisory Committee Bowling Green State University 

1986-87 Bowling Green, Ohio 
 

President Dean=s Student Advisory Council 
1984-85 College of Human Ecology 

The University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
 

Computer Committee, College of Human Ecology 
Graduate Student Representative The University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

1984-85  
 

Planning Coordinator Southeastern Child and Family Symposium 
1984-85 Knoxville, Tennessee 

 
 

 


