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What I Wish I Would Have 
Known

• December Survey of First Year Students

• Academic, Social, Advice

• Professional Observations

• Let’s Make A Deal?



What’s Up?

Today We Will Cover:
• Wellness Programming

• Your Rights as a College Student• Your Rights as a College Student

• Academic Expectations

• Social Expectations

• People & Programs to Help You!
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MSU Health Promotion

• Purpose is to enhance the social, personal 
and academic success of all MSU students.

• Substance abuse is linked to the most serious • Substance abuse is linked to the most serious 
health and safety issues for college students.

• AlcoholEdu/SexualassaultEdu – on-line 
educational program, utilized by over 500 
campuses nationwide. 



Convocation
• Great way to start your 

MSU career

• Sept 9, 7:30 PM, 
FieldhouseFieldhouse

• Join all your new 
classmates for this 
awesome experience!

Critically acclaimed LA Times columnist and 
author, Steve Lopez. 



Your Rights as 
a Bobcat & 

Who We Are

“Realize what you are 
really here for…your 

education and future.”

-’08 First Year Student



What Is The Dean Of 
Student’s Office?Student’s Office?



How much do my parents know 
about my college career?

Protected by Federal (FERPA) and Montana Law
No one, including parents/guardian, without your consent

• Release of information required for:
• Dean of Students
• Residence Life
• Financial Aid
• Registrar (Confidentiality Flag)
• Student Health Service

• Exception is life/safety

• Provide MyInfo PIN to parents/other for grades, accounts



Student Conduct Code

• Student Responsibilities

• Behavioral and Academic Misconduct

• Your Rights as a Student



What Is First Year Initiative 
(FYI)?(FYI)?



First Year Initiative (FYI) is…

• A free resource for students of any collegiate level , especially 
our first-year students 

• A center for academic resources and assistance 
• An opportunity to develop relationships with faculty, 

staff, and students staff, and students 
• A guide through sometimes stressful situations 
• A friendly face and an inviting atmosphere 
• A support center to assist in the transition from 

high school to college 
• A resource and contact center for parents



FYI Resources

• Resource & Referral Guide
• Quiz!

Take it home, use the website, answer Take it home, use the website, answer 
10 short questions, be entered to win 
$100 towards books!



Academic 
Expectations

“Manage your time, be 
open-minded and be open-minded and be 

social.  Go out and meet 
new people.  But don't let 
the distractions keep you 

from studying.”

-’08 First Year Student



What can I expect from my 
classes at MSU?

• What are the 
differences between 
High School and High School and 
College classes?

• How are Professors 
different than High 
School teachers?



High School Vs College 
Classes

High School
• Simple Recall

College
• Critical thinking and 

application of learned 
information.

Evaluation
information.

Synthesis

Analysis

Application

Comprehension

Knowledge

College level 
learning

High school level 
learning



Ex: What is the law of supply and 
demand?

Ex:  Economists debate the effect of 
income taxes on the economy. Some 
economists emphasize that the 
demand side affects a change in 
income tax rates. Others point to the 
supply side.Who is right and why? 

High School Exam
Question:

College Exam
Question:

supply side.Who is right and why? 



• College Classes Are More Difficult Than High 
School Courses

• Speed of Information Covered

• Consistently Study – Start a Routine Early

• Grading – Attendance & Tests• Grading – Attendance & Tests



Teachers vs. Professors
• Your professors DO care 

about you, even in large 
lecture classes.

• Unlike your high school 
teachers, it is YOUR job to 
seek your professor’s help.seek your professor’s help.

• Communicate! Your 
instructors have different 
teaching styles and 
classroom expectations.

• Get to know your professors 
outside the classroom.



First Year Students 2008:
Top 5 Academic Adjustments

54.0% Time Management

44.7% Study EnvironmentStudy Environment

44.7% Motivation To Study

33.3% Size of Course Load

25.3% Difficulty Of Material



Seem like a lot?  Here are 
some resources:

• Professors:  Ask questions!!!

• First Year Initiative: Academic “Ask Us” Desk

• TRIO:   Free tutoring for qualified students• TRIO:   Free tutoring for qualified students

• ASMSU:  Inexpensive Tutoring

• Help Centers:  Free help in math, writing, physics 
and chemistry.

• Academic Advisors:  Degree and curriculum 
advising.



Social 
Expectations

“Take it slow, and 
manage your time. manage your time. 

But, also give yourself 
breaks and enjoy the 

adjustment.”

-’08 First Year Student



Balance Work and Play
• You will have MORE free time 

in college

• Manage your time wisely so 
that you can have as much fun 
as possible while being a as possible while being a 
stellar student (you can do 
both)

• Understand your limitations

• Look ahead, Plan ahead!  Be 
ready for the week with 3 tests 
and 2 papers due



You Are Responsible For 
Yourself.

• Most of you are away from your parents,
freedom at last!!!

• However, YOU are now responsible for your choices 
and actions, choose them wisely and be ready to be 
held accountable for them.

• Know when you are in a pickle 
and who you need to ask for help.



All this free time, what should I 
do with it?

• Get Involved (the 10/20 Rule)!
• Student Activities

• Residence Life

• Fraternity or Sorority Life

• Intramurals

• Departmental Organizations

• ASMSU

• Get a part time job!



First Year Students 08:
Top 5 Social Adjustments 

45.8% Creating A New Social Group

34.0% Managing My Time Efficiently

27.8%27.8% Moving To A New Community

27.1% Level of Involvement Changing From 
High School To College

26.4% Community/Roommate Living



FYI’s Top 5
Half as long as Letterman’s, twice as useful…

• Go to Class Everyday!

• Study Daily, Not Just Before A Test

• Create a Realistic Schedule Early

• Get Involved (Meet, Manage, Build)

• HAVE FUN!!!



What’s this all boil down to?

• This is your experience! 
Make it what YOU want 
it to be.

• You start with a clean • You start with a clean 
slate.  Take the chance 
to find out who you 
want to be.



College Student Inventory 
(CSI)

• Measure of Motivation and 
Confidence

• All Areas Of The College • All Areas Of The College 
Experience

• Outlines Resources, 
Strengths, and Obstacles



CSI
• Go With Your Gut

• Not an Academic Test

• Be Honest

• Use a #2 Pencil• Use a #2 Pencil

• Take Your Time

• Grab Resources On Your Way Out
• Resource and Referral Guide, Take Home Quiz



CSI
• Fill In:

• Name
• Fill in as much as possible if it does not all fit

• Student ID (GID) – Leave Blank If Unsure• Student ID (GID) – Leave Blank If Unsure
• No Dash
• 8 Digits
• Will have one extra space



Group # Instructions
First Two #s for Living Option

00 Off Campus

01 Roskie

02 South Hedges

03 North Hedges

04 Langford

05 Mullan

Second Two #s for College

00 Agriculture

01 Arts & Architecture

02 Business

03 Education, Health & 
Human Development

04 Engineering05 Mullan

06 Johnstone

07 Hapner

08 The Quads

09 Hannon

10 Family Graduate

11 Unsure

04 Engineering

05 Letters and Science

06 Nursing

07 University College

EX: I am a University 
Studies student living in 

Roskie, my #:

0107



Remember: Come Visit FYI!

SUB 174 &
South Hedges Basement!
406-994-7359
retent@montana.edu
www.montana.edu/freshmenwww.montana.edu/freshmen

We are a FREE service to help YOU!

Pick up your CSI 
results in September!


