MSU Interfraternity Council Alcohol Policy

Revised November 2003

The following alcohol policy of the Interfraternity Council at Montana State University (herein known as MSU) was revised fall semester 2003 and accepted by Interfraternity Council, all fraternity chapters, and the Greek Coordinator.  It is recommended that this policy be revised, if need be, by the Interfraternity Council during the spring semester of every school year.

IMPORTANT: By accepting the policy, the Interfraternity Council and all member fraternities, inherit a responsibility to enforce all the rules and requirements state in this document so as to help in the safety and prosperity of all members and the system as a whole.  If t respective chapters fail to comply with the following requirements they risk sanctions imposed by the Interfraternity council, their nationals, and the university with the possibility of lawsuits stemming from harmful incidents.

This policy has been developed primarily to regulate, reduce risk, and provide continuity to the fraternity social functions at which alcohol is present and does not preclude the application of the University ALCOHOL/TOBACCO/OTHER DRUGS POLICY or that of the Chapter’s National organization in the event a violation of law and/or the Student Conduct Code.

The following shall apply to ALL chapter events.

A. Notification Procedures

1) Each official chapter event will be planned and therefore subject to approval by the risk management committee of the individual houses no later than seven (7) calendar days prior to the date of that event.  The official “Function Notification Form” must be submitted to and signed by the chapter president and risk manager prior to its distribution.
2) The “Function Notification Form” must be submitted to the Dean of Students (DOS) and Greek Coordinator for approval signatures no less than seven (7) calendar days prior to the event.  Copies will be distributed to the Interfraternity Council (IFC) President, IFC Sergeant-at-Arms, and University Police.
3) The guidelines on the back of the “Function Notification Form” must be read and followed for the duration of each official chapter event.  Those guidelines shall be accepted as part of the MSU IFC Alcohol Policy.
4) A copy of the “Function Notification Form” will be posted at the entrance of the event.
5) Any chapter holding an off campus, off fraternity property event that contains alcohol, is required to notify, in writing, the Dean of Students Office, the Greek Coordinator, and IFC.   This is not an approval process but rather a notification.
B. Safety Procedures at an Event Where Alcohol is Being Served:

1) Signs shall be posted at the entrance indicating the chapter’s right to refuse admittance to anyone not on the party list and the availability of designated drivers as well as food and non-alcoholic beverages.
2) An appropriate amount of substantial food and non-alcoholic beverages will be provided at the function involving alcohol.
3) Under no circumstance shall alcohol be allowed to leave the premises during an event.
4) No glass containers will be allowed in the chapter event.
5) Admittance to all functions shall be on a pre-approved guest list basis only.
i. A typed copy of the final guest list shall be ready and available for IFC by 9 pm on the day of the function.
ii. All non-affiliated guests must be on the list.
iii. Chapter risk managers shall the marked guest list on file for three months.
6) During an event, which contains alcohol, the chapter (sober members responsible for security and the well being of the event) will check the I.D. of all members and guests in order to determine who is of legal drinking age.  The chapter will also provide a system of identification (non-removable wristbands) to determine who is of legal drinking age during the event to prevent the consumption of alcohol by underage members and guests.
7) The chapter will not, under any circumstance, endorse or tolerate the consumption of alcohol by underage members or guests.  Any non-member supplying alcohol to underage persons shall be asked to leave the function.  The chapter shall reprimand any member supplying alcohol to underage persons.  In the event IFC is informed of a chapter serving underage persons, that chapter is susceptible to IFC J-Board hearing and sanctions.
8) Each chapter must have an adequate system to regulate the admittance and access of uninvited guests during an event.
9) No member shall sanction, tolerate, encourage or participate in “drinking games” at the scheduled event.
10) A group of no less than six (6) sober members, two of which are sober drivers, will be appointed by the chapter prior to and will be responsible for the monitoring of the event.  At least one of these six will be identified on the “Function Notification Form.” Their duties include but are not limited to:
i. Checking the identification of members and guests and supplying wristbands, stamps, etc.
ii. Maintaining order at the event
iii. Coordinating sober rides to place of residence only
iv. Speaking to anyone whose level of intoxication is an embarrassment or risk to themselves or others.
v. Designating only one entrance/exit to the event.
vi. Monitor and deter underage consumption of alcohol.
C. Purchasing of Alcohol

1) No alcoholic beverages may be purchased through the chapter treasury nor may the purchase of the same (alcoholic beverages) for members or guests be undertaken or coordinated by any member in the name of or on behalf of the chapter.
2) The promotion of, or participation, in any action or activity that could be interpreted, as the selling of alcohol will not be tolerated.  This includes, but is not limited to, charging admission to parties to cover the cost of alcohol, passing the hat, selling drink tickets, or having vending machines which dispense alcoholic beverages.
3) If a third party vendor sponsors a function, alcohol is permitted to be sold on a drink-by-drink basis only.
4) If a fraternity is sponsoring a function that raises money for philanthropy by charging admission, the costs of non-alcoholic expenses may be taken from the door.  All alcoholic expenses must be paid from another source.
5) All philanthropy events must be specified on the “Function Notification Form.” The charity must be identified and pre-approved by the DOS before the event.
D. Alcohol Procedures

1) No bulk alcohol (i.e. kegs, half-kegs, micro-kegs, etc.) may be present at anytime on house grounds without the services of a third party vendor.
2) If an event is held off campus, off fraternity property and alcohol is sold, a licensed vendor must be used.
3) If event (which involved alcohol) is held off campus, off fraternity property, a sober shuttle system must be implemented and used.
4) Hard alcohol is permitted with the following guidelines:
i. National alcohol procedures permit it.
ii. No straight or grain alcohol is used (anything over 100 proof)
iii. All hard alcohol is mixed with ample non-alcoholic beverages (1:3)
iv. All alcohol will stop being served one-half hour before the end of the function. (Complies with “Function Notification Form”).
v. Non-house members are not permitted to bring hard alcohol
vi. Served in cups from behind the bar
E. Spontaneous Functions

1) A spontaneous function shall be a function with 20 or more non-affiliated members of your house in attendance.  Spontaneous functions are to follow all of the above guidelines except for Section A: Notification. Spontaneous functions are subject to random checks by the IFC council.

2) As soon as a spontaneous function occurs, the MSU Police Department and IFC Sergeant-at-Arms shall be immediately notified.
F. Advertising

1) Before being posted, any and all advertising material must be approved by the Sergeant at Arms and President of IFC as well as the Greek Coordinator.
G. Miscellaneous

1) The possession, sale and/or use of any illegal drugs or controlled substances on any chapter house grounds at any time is strictly prohibited.
2) No fraternity shall serve, use or possess alcohol during any formal recruitment function.
**In the event a licensed alcohol caterer (3rd party vendor) is used at a chapter event, the chapter should still maintain all policies EXCEPT for those the vendor controls (checking ID’s, serving alcohol).  Continuing these procedures greatly reduces the risk and liability of that chapter.  CHAPTERS SHOULD BE CAUTIOUS TO PURCHASE A SERVICE, NOT JUST BULK ALCOHOL.

