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“…the right to exclude others from making, 
using, or selling the invention throughout 

the United States” 

“…the right to exclude others from making, 
using, or selling the invention throughout 

the United States”

PatentPatent



Patenting RequirementsPatenting Requirements

Novel
Useful
Non-Obvious

Novel
Useful
Non-Obvious



What is Patentable?What is Patentable?

Processes
Machines
Compositions of Matter
Improvements on the Above
Asexually Reproduced Plants
Plants & Microorganisms Which Have 
Been Genetically Altered
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Patent CostsPatent Costs

U.S. ~ $20,000 or More

Foreign ~ $100,000 or More
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When to File a PatentWhen to File a Patent

U.S. – Must File Within One Year of Public 
Disclosure or Before Disclosure

Foreign – Complete Novelty Is Required & 
Cannot Have Been Publicly Disclosed
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Establishes Dates of Conception and 
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Use Best Practices and Date Entries
Notebooks Are MSU Property Under the 
Management of the PI
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Must Be Reviewed and Signed by TTO
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Materials Typically Must Be Destroyed or 
Returned After Use
Example MTA on TTO Website
Must Be Reviewed and Signed by TTO
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Company Has Option to License
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Not a Public Disclosure 
Starts Process for TTO Market Evaluation , 
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What is the Invention, Who Are the 
Inventors, Who Funded the Work
Provide Time for TTO to Process
Disclosure Form Available On TTO 
Website
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Student ProjectsStudent Projects

MFA (Film Making)

Fellowships
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