Land Use as a Driver of Landscapes
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Discussion Questions

1.  Does land use change follow fairly set trajectories of change (like vegetation succession) or are most places unique?  If the former, what theory of land use change accounts for this predictable change?

2.  In the last few lectures we discussed disturbance and abiotic factors as drivers of landscape patterns.  To what extent and in what ways do these influence land use location and type?  What are strategies we use for overcoming these effects?  What are the costs of these strategies?  How might abiotic factors and land use interact to modify their effects on ecological systems?
3.   How many people were in the Americas prior to EuroAmerican colonization?  How has our concept of wilderness been shaped by the assumption that the new world was largely without significant human influence in European settlement times?  What were likely trajectories of landscape change in the Americas prior to 1492?  Given our current knowledge, what are reasonable criteria for setting landscape objectives in the coming decades?
5.  How have the rates of land use change globally varied over the past 300 years?  What factors may account for these rates?  What are the implications for sustaining ecological systems? Of human systems?

4.  What ecological factors may influence the resilience of ecological systems to human land use?  What socioeconomic factors may influence the extent to which a given land use type has positive or negative effects on the ecoysystem.  
