Lab Animal Technician I – II 

Lab Animal Tech I  



  Lab Animal Tech II   

	Performance: 

· Performs basic animal husbandry duties on laboratory animals used for research
· Maintains a clean and sterile housing and research environment
· Provides support to veterinarian and other lab personnel while performing routine veterinary care and animal procedures in support of research projects. 

	Performance: 

· Performs specialized animal husbandry duties while working with breeding colonies of laboratory animals

· Monitors and maintains records on animal health and lineage, experimental procedures, environmental perimeters of facility, and sanitation equipment

· Performs standard animal procedures such as injection and blood withdrawal techniques under the direction of the veterinarian or other lab personnel

· Performs the duties of Lab Animal Tech I



	Distinguishing Characteristics/Responsibilities:

a. Feed and water research animals following established protocols and procedures

b. Maintain sanitary conditions in the animal environment by cleaning, sanitizing, and sterilizing cages, animal bedding, room surfaces, and support areas

c. Transfer, handle, and restrain animals when necessary as required for cleaning, veterinary health care, or other research-related reasons. 

d. Observe daily physical conditions of animals, recognizing disease conditions and reporting potential problems such as illness, or inappropriate housing, or inadequate or faulty equipment

e. Perform euthanasia techniques on common laboratory animals under direction from the veterinarian or other lab personnel. 


	Distinguishing Characteristics/Responsibilities:

a. Maintain breeding colonies of inbred, outbred, and hybrid strains of laboratory animals to include: daily care, record keeping, determination of number of breeding pairs to produce desired number of offspring, and culling of non-productive breeders

b. Adhere to meticulous procedures established for the barrier maintenance of laboratory animals to include appropriate procedures for gowning, gloving, sterilization of supplies and equipment, handling of animals, and introduction of personnel, equipment, and supplies into the barrier environment in a manner that will prevent the introduction of infectious organisms and preserve the disease-free status of the colonies

c. Recognize and report potential animal care problems not related to research protocol such as illness or inappropriate housing or equipment.

d. Under veterinary direction, administer prescribed medications and treatments

e. Maintain records related to animal health, husbandry, animal identification, animal census, animal environmental conditions, etc. 

f. Monitor cage washer and autoclave to adhere to specific standards and maintains records of results

g. Under direction of the Veterinarian or other lab personnel, perform blood withdrawal and injection techniques while administering veterinary care or in support of research projects

h. Assist veterinarian with diagnostic procedures and sample collection for evaluation



	Knowledge/Skills/Abilities:

· One year experience working as a lab animal technician or a veterinary technician

· General knowledge of anatomy and physiology of all common laboratory animals

· Ability to properly handle, restrain, and sex all common species of laboratory animals

· Ability to recognize common signs of clinical illness, variations in eating habits, abnormal stool and urine deposits, unusual behavior, etc.

· General knowledge of laws and regulations affecting the use of animals in biomedical research

· Knowledge of sanitation and sterilization techniques

· Ability to follow established protocols and procedures while working in the laboratory environment  
	Knowledge/Skills/Abilities:

· Certification as an Assistant Laboratory Animal Technician with the American Association of Laboratory Animal Science

· Two years experience as a lab animal technician or veterinary technician

· Knowledge of anatomy and physiology of all common laboratory animals

· Ability to properly handle, restrain, and sex all common species of laboratory animals

· Ability to recognize common signs of clinical illness, variations in eating habits, abnormal stool and urine deposits, unusual behavior, etc.

· Knowledge of reproductive cycles, breeding methods, and record-keeping systems for all common laboratory animals

· Knowledge of laws and regulations affecting the use of animals in biomedical research

· Knowledge of techniques for sanitation, sterilization, and biohazard control

· Ability to withdraw blood and administer injections for all common laboratory animals




