Eligibility
U.S. residents attending Montana universities and colleges. Preference will be given to Montana residents from rural backgrounds, tribal communities, and those with fewer opportunities to engage in research.
Majors
Earth Sciences (e.g., paleontology, geology, geography) and life sciences.  Other science disciplines will also be considered.

Year in School
Sophomore or junior status by the Fall of 2010 (preferred)
Application deadline for all materials – December 1, 2009.
Requirements

· Available from approximately June 05 to July 17, 2010 (exact dates to be determined).
· Mandatory 2 day pre-trip workshop at MSU-Bozeman immediately before leaving for China.
· Valid passport and visa if selected for participation (in case of financial hardship, contact PIs)

· 2.5 GPA
· Application must be completed by the deadline and includes:
1. Three copies Parts I and II (downloaded from this website) 
2. An example of your writing (e.g., term paper, grant proposal, research paper, independent study project)

3. Transcripts mailed by the university or college to the PI.
4. Two letters of recommendation mailed directly to the PI. The faculty member should include                the following information in the letter: 
a. Amount and type of contact with the applicant

b. Assessment of the student’s readiness to pursue international research

c. Assessment of character and maturity



d. Ability to follow through on assignments (independent study, class assignments, or

                 undergraduate research projects).

      e. A statement from one faculty member about their willingness to serve as the student’s 
 
   advisor on the research project and professional presentation after the return from    
   
   China

   
    .

With the exception of transcripts and letters of recommendation, all application components should be received by 5 p.m. on December 1.  Send the application packet to: 

Frankie Jackson, Ph.D. 
Department of Earth Sciences

211 Traphagen Hall

Montana State University

Bozeman, MT  59717
