
Top: The Carter County 
Museum in Ekalaka, Mont. 

Right: Nathan Carroll and 
Jade Simon examine foot 

bones of a fast-moving, 
birdlike dinosaur in the 

paleo-lab at Montana State 
University. They consult with 
the Museum of the Rockies 
to confirm identifications of 
fossils in the Carter County 
Museum collection. Simon 
is a current M.S. student in 

paleontology. 

Facing page, left: Derek 
Brouwer, a 2013 graduate 

in history and religious 
studies, worked on history 
projects for the museum. 

Facing page, right: Sabre 
Moore graduated in 2013 

with a degree in history and 
minors in museum studies, 

Native American studies 
and English literature. 
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The Student Community Outreach ProjEct (SCOPE) began 
as a small pilot program during the summer of 2013 with six 

MSU students working to revamp the Carter County Museum 
in Ekalaka, Mont. After a successful start, the organizers are 
continuing to match students with Montana communities to 
collaborate on innovative, meaningful projects that combine 
outreach and student research. 

“This concept isn’t new at all,” said Shelby Rogala, a 2012 
graduate with a degree in philosophy and SCOPE’s interim 
director. “We are a land-grant university. This is our mission. 
But we hope to make it more accessible and more supported.”

MSU students from any discipline have the background and 
abilities to benefit a community, Rogala said. The core group 
that worked in Ekalaka majored in earth sciences, history, 
graphic design, landscape design and film. Some of the 
participants had worked together on MSU’s student newspaper, 
the Exponent. Some were active in MSU’s student government.

While in Ekalaka, the students prepared 
dinosaur fossils and redid an area of 
the Carter County Museum devoted 
to Native American artifacts. They 
organized a two-day Dino Shindig that 
drew more than 560 visitors to this 
southeast Montana town of 300. They 
built display cases and prepared for a 
new 12,000-square-foot addition that will 
feature fossils and casts of fossils found 
in southeast Montana. They planted trees, native plants and 
heirloom vegetables. They designed logos, a children’s coloring 
book and the museum website.

“Some of the things they have done we could not have done—
ever,” said Marilyn Schultz, assistant director of the Carter 
County Museum.

Rogala said the collaboration was a huge success. She gave 
much of the credit to Nathan Carroll, one of the co-founders of 
SCOPE and an Ekalaka native who graduated from MSU with 
a degree in paleontology. He is now pursuing his master’s degree 
at MSU while serving as curator of the Carter County Museum.

Sabre Moore, one of the students who spent the summer in 
Ekalaka, said, “It was a wonderful opportunity. It was definitely 
one of the best things I have agreed to do.”

The museum project allowed her to use her history major and 
three minors (museum studies, Native American studies and 
English literature) in a variety of ways, Moore said. She designed 
exhibits for the Native American collections, for example. She 
helped the museum reach Native American Graves Protection 

and Reparation Act (NAGPRA) accreditation, set up new 
displays and created a handbook for the museum collections.

Rogala says that part of her job is looking for resources both 
off and on campus to support the SCOPE students. Those 
who worked at the Carter County Museum volunteered their 
time, receiving free lodging at a nearby camp for hunters 
with physical challenges. They were plied with cookies and 
homemade casseroles. Some earned classroom credit for their 
work. Others carried the experience with them as they started 
their first job after graduation.

Rogala is working particularly closely with MSU’s 
Undergraduate Scholars Program to write grants that will 
support SCOPE students. She is also checking into internship 
and scholarship possibilities.

Colin Shaw, director of the Undergraduate Scholars Program 
and an assistant research professor in the Department of Earth 
Sciences, said he believes in SCOPE.

“Undergraduate research and 
engagement are two pillars of the 
MSU mission that we have been 
working to integrate for some time,” 
Shaw said. “SCOPE will connect 
the research and creative energy of 
our undergraduate students with 
real community needs.”

“As a student-conceived grassroots organization, SCOPE is well 
positioned to build relationships with the community and find 
new ways for our students to help in solving real-world problems 
through research and creative projects,” Shaw said. “This is 
really a great way for our students to combine rigorous academic 
research with service to the broader community.”

To learn more about SCOPE and see a list of current projects, 
please visit their website at scopemontana.wordpress.com.
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