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D I V E R S I T Y 

I N  T H E  C O L L E G E  O F  L E T T E R S  A N D  S C I E N C E



Dear friends and colleagues, 

In 2017, under the leadership of President Waded 
Cruzado, Montana State University embarked on a 
year-long series of discussions, seminars, workshops 
and lectures that highlighted the importance of 
diversity at MSU and informed the preparation of the Diversity and Inclusion 
Framework Report for the university. MSU is committed to fostering diversity 
in race, gender identity, age, language, socioeconomic status, religion, political 
affiliation, sexual orientation and geographical background, and the College of 
Letters and Science is equally dedicated to creating an inclusive community that 
embraces a rich mix in the composition of its student body, faculty and staff. 

An excellent example of where the university’s efforts are evident is in the 
recruitment and retention of Native American students. The number of American 
Indian and Alaska Native students enrolled at MSU has been steadily increasing 
over time, from 305 in 2007 to 712 in the fall of 2017. The university offers a wide 
variety of targeted programs for Native students, many of which are housed in 
the Department of Native American Studies and the Office of American Indian 
and Alaska Native Student Success in the College of Letters and Science. These 
include the Rockin the Rez recruitment program, the Native Pathways to Success 
orientation program, tutoring and academic advising for Native students, and use of 
the American Indian Student Center.

The college’s efforts in diversifying our faculty are also proving to be very successful. 
During the 2008 academic year, 48 out of 171 (28 percent) of the college’s tenured 
and tenure-track faculty were women. For the current academic year, women 
account for 76 out of 199 (38.2 percent) of the tenured and tenure-track faculty 
in the college. You can read about some of our outstanding new female faculty 
members in the sciences and mathematical sciences on pages 14 and 15.

But beyond all of the diversity data, strategic plan goals and hiring plans, the college 
strives to be an intentional community of scholars and learners that is friendly and 
welcoming. We want to be a place where students feel safe expressing their opinions 
or trying out new ideas in class, safe to try a new experiment or technique in the 
research lab, safe to make a new friend with someone whose background and story 
is different than their own.

We hope you will enjoy this issue of Confluence, and learning about our wonderful 
students and faculty and the exciting projects and programs they are involved in.

We invite you to learn more about what is happening across the college. You can 
visit our website at www.montana.edu/lettersandscience for frequently updated 
news. You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter at www.facebook.com/
letters.science and twitter.com/LettersScience.

Best regards, 

Nicol C. Rae
Dean

To read MSU’s Diversity and Inclusion Framework Report:  
www.montana.edu/lettersandscience/DiversityReport.pdf
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Amother of six who re-enrolled in college the year after 
her oldest daughter began college achieved a life-long 
goal: earning a bachelor’s degree.

Athena Hall graduated from MSU with a bachelor of arts in 
liberal studies with the quaternity option through the liberal 
studies online degree completion program offered through the 
College of Letters and Science. Quaternity is an option where 
students explore four different, but interconnected, concepts of 
knowledge in subject areas of social sciences, natural sciences, 
fine arts and humanities.

Hall, whose children were 
23, 21, 18, 16, 15 and 9 when 
she graduated, said it is 
satisfying to achieve her goal.

“This is something I’ve 
always wanted to do,” she 
said. “I didn’t expect to go back to school when I did, but it has 
been important to show my kids that I can do these things. I 
just wanted them to know they could (go to college), too. It’s 
important for them, and for me, to see that I can finish it.”

Hall, 40, and her husband, Mark, married in 1992, and they 
both earned GED diplomas. Athena started taking college 
courses at the University of Great Falls when she was 17, but 
after the Halls’ second child was born, she set aside her 
education to become a stay-at-home mom and home school 
their growing family.

After the Halls’ fifth child was born, Mark served two tours 
of duty with the National Guard in Iraq. He came back from 
Iraq in 2011 with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and 
a traumatic brain injury, injuries that left him unable to work 
full-time. In addition to caring for their six children and helping 
Mark recover, Athena began working in 2013.

At 36, she also decided to return to college. Using credits from 
the University of Great Falls and Great Falls College MSU, she 
completed two associate degrees in 2014. But, concerned she 
would lose momentum if she took a break, she rolled right into 
coursework for a bachelor’s degree from MSU.

Most of the classes Hall has taken for the bachelor’s degree 
have been delivered online, but she said she has driven to 
Bozeman from Great Falls about once a week for class. The 
greatest challenge surrounding her return to college has been 
balancing her family obligations with schoolwork, Hall said, 
but it helps that her kids are supportive, and she manages by 
staying up late to complete schoolwork while her family sleeps. 
Juggling her part-time job—a contract position where Hall 
manages religious education programming for Malmstrom Air 
Force Base’s chapel—can also be challenging, she said, but she 
appreciates the flexibility that comes with the position.

A TRiO Scholar at MSU, Hall said she has also greatly 
benefitted from the services offered by the TRiO office. TRiO 
Student Support Services—which launched at MSU in 2015—is 
funded by a $1.1 million U.S. Department of Education TRiO 
grant. The program provides students with tutoring, a career 
coach, financial literacy training, mentoring, study skills 
training and many other support services offered through the 
Allen Yarnell Center for Student Success.

In order to be eligible for the TRiO Student Support Services 
program, students must 
be a citizen or permanent 
resident of the United 
States, be an admitted MSU 
undergraduate student and 
demonstrate academic need. 
In addition, participants 
must meet at least one of the 

following requirements: have a low income as defined by the 
U.S. Department of Education, be from a family from which 
neither parent has a bachelor’s degree, or be registered with the 
MSU Office of Disability Services.

Hall said that the TRiO program has helped her manage 
her obligations by giving her tools to succeed academically, 
financially, socially and emotionally. She calls TRiO at MSU 
when she needs help, stops by the TRiO office when she’s on 
campus and participates in TRiO events, she said.

Jordy Hendrikx, former director of the Liberal Studies Program 
at MSU, said Hall’s drive and motivation are “exemplary.”

“The whole liberal studies degree completion team is thrilled 
to see her achieve her goals,” Hendrikx said. “The online 
degree completion program has been designed specifically 
with students like Athena in mind, that want to complete their 
degree in their own time, from their own place.”

With her bachelor’s degree in hand, Hall plans to pursue a 
master’s degree in history. She would then like to teach while 
she pursues a doctorate in socio-cultural anthropology.

For his part, her husband said he is impressed by her humble 
determination—both to their family and to her education.

“Due to Athena’s dedication to her family and myself, I have 
been able to recover from my physical injuries, and make 
significant ground with my [traumatic brain injury] and PTSD 
to the point that I have been able to go to college through the 
VA at [Great Falls College MSU],” he wrote in a letter to TRiO.

“Athena’s story is so much more than she would ever say out 
loud,” he added. “I am certain she will continue on to her 
doctorate and has so much in store for her life.”

Excerpted from Amanda Eggert for the MSU News Service

IN HER OWN TIME AND PLACE: 
MOTHER OF SIX EARNS DEGREE THROUGH LIBERAL STUDIES’ ONLINE PROGRAM

“ Athena’s story is so much more than she would 
ever say out loud. I am certain she will continue 
on to her doctorate and has so much in store for 
her life.” – MARK HALL
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M any times over the last six years, 65-year-old Barbara Selyem thought of giving up and dropping her quest to 
earn a college degree in math at Montana State University.

But Selyem stuck with it. Thanks to her professors, to her 
friendships with younger students, and thanks to her own hard 
work, determination and faith, she graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in mathematics.

“I’ve been faithful to what I started out to do,” she said. “But I’ve 
had a lot of help. Nobody gets anywhere without a lot of help.”

Her professors told her they couldn’t recall any woman older 
than her graduating in math. Roughly 23 percent of MSU 
students are older than traditional age, having been out of 
school at least three years when they enroll. Of all 2,204 
students who graduated in May, MSU officials said Selyem has 
the earliest birthday.

“I’m the oldest math co-ed,” Selyem said, right after her last final. 
She wore her gray hair long, a small cross around her neck and a 
tired smile.

“I will not miss finals or exams or homework,” she said. “I will 
miss the students, my classmates, a lot. And some favorite 
teachers. I can’t say enough about the math department. 
Everybody has been so good to me, so gracious.”

The state of Montana offers free tuition to state residents 65 or 
older. Selyem said she didn’t take advantage of that program, 
and paid the same tuition as everyone else. Money left to her by 
her mother helped cover tuition.

Asked why she decided to enter college at age 59, Selyem said it’s a 
story that goes back to St. Louis, Mo., where she grew up.

Married at 16, she earned her high school diploma through 
correspondence courses. She took a college entrance exam and 
won a four-year college scholarship, but she didn’t want to leave 
her infant son. Divorced at 22, she tried night school, but with 
two sons to raise, she dropped out.

She landed a job as a secretary with a company manufacturing 
grain elevator buckets. Over two decades, she rose through the 
company, becoming office manager, selling, loading trucks, 
packing, training and marketing. She became a vice president.

In 1998, she moved to Montana and married Bruce Selyem, a 
Museum of the Rockies photographer. He loved photographing 
old grain elevators and started the Country Grain Elevator 
Historical Society. She wrote histories to go with the photos, and 
they published books and calendars.

One day Barb Selyem told a neighbor she’d had a dream about 
going back to school and studying math. She enrolled at MSU.

“I tell people, I believe this is where I’m supposed to be,” she said.

Earning a math degree is hard enough, but it’s even harder for 
an older student to memorize equations and theorems. She often 
found it frustrating.

“Believe me, I’ve cried a lot over the last six years,” she said. “I’ve 
wanted to quit so often.”

Driving to MSU one day on Stucky Road, she was crying, 
thinking of dropping half or all her classes. She needed a sign. 
Passing a cattle field that sometimes held a bison, she thought 

2017’s Oldest Graduate 
MAKES IT WITH A LIT TLE HELP FROM HER FRIENDS

\
By Gail Schontzler, staff writer, Bozeman Daily Chronicle
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if the animal was standing by the fence, that would be a sign. 
Not only was the bison standing by the fence, she said, “but he 
was staring right at me.”

Technology proved a big help. She used a Livescribe Smartpen 
that recorded the professor’s lecture while she took notes. She 
listened to recordings of every single lecture a second time.  
She used her smartphone to photograph classroom boards full 
of equations.

Professors were great, always welcoming when she sought help. 
Friendships with students provided her greatest support.

“I love them all,” she said. “I’m going to miss them.”

She and younger students formed small study groups, corrected 
each other’s math mistakes and encouraged each other. She 
became like a second grandmother to one young woman. 
Looking back, she sees those friendships as her purpose.

“The reason I had to struggle was so that other people could 
help me,” she said.

As to the future, she plans to write a book—not of math, but of 
poetry.

On graduation day, Barb Selyem expected to be cooking 
for a big graduation party with 50 or 60 people at her house, 
including classmates and professors. Her younger son and his 
family were coming out from Missouri. She plans to hand 
down her graduation robe to her grandson.

“I feel proud that I’ve been faithful,” she said. “There’s no part 
I’ve done all on my own. It’s been all these people coming to 
the party that I’ve got to thank.”

Reprinted with permission from the Bozeman Daily Chronicle.

“ I’ve been faithful to what I 
started out to do. But I’ve had 
a lot of help. Nobody gets 
anywhere without a lot of help.”   
  –  BARBAR A SELY EM

Barbara Selyem. Photo by Rachel Leathe, Bozeman Daily Chronicle.

2017 Conference for  
Undergraduate Women in Physics 

Montana State University was selected by the American 
Physical Society as one of nine host sites for a 2017 
Conference for Undergraduate Women in Physics (CUWiP).

In order to be selected, host institutions must demonstrate 
a clear commitment to increasing the participation of 
underrepresented groups in physics.

The goal of CUWiP conferences is to help undergraduate 
women continue in physics by providing them with the 
opportunity to experience a professional conference, 
information about graduate school and professions in 
physics, and access to other women in physics of all ages 
with whom they can share experiences, advice and ideas.

During the three-day conference at MSU, participants  
had the opportunity to meet other individuals in their field, 
take lab tours, participate in panel discussions, learn 
about potential career paths and hear about cutting-edge 
research.
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DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES 
STATISTICS STUDENTS FROM AFRICA MAKE CONNECTIONS AT MSU

By Jessianne Wright

Nnamdi Ezike. Photo by Jay Szott.

Priscilla Omari-Baah. Photo by Jay Szott.
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T he first time Nnamdi Ezike and Priscilla Omari-Baah 
saw the United States, they were aboard separate 
aircrafts flying from Africa to their final destination, 

Bozeman, Mont. Omari-Baah and Ezike were on their way to 
begin their first semester at Montana State University, and are 
now among nine other graduate students in the Department of 
Mathematical Sciences hailing from either Ghana or Nigeria.

Gaining Experiences
Ezike describes himself as a math guy. “Statistics is fun. It is 
very intuitive,” he said. Prior to attending university in his 
home country of Nigeria, Ezike worked as a data entry clerk 
and that is where his interest in math really took off.

“During the process of entering data and all that fun stuff, I fell 
in love with how data was speaking,” Ezike said. “I decided to 
study statistics, and that was it, and I’ve never looked back.”

He came to the U.S. in 2015 to seek an advanced degree in 
statistics, having found Montana State after researching 
numerous other schools. “Trying to narrow down which states 
was a pain,” he said. Ezike says a major factor for him was the 
town. “I like small towns,” he said. “I also wanted a college in a 
really nice environment that’s not too troublesome, but I didn’t 
know Montana was as cold and I didn’t know Montana wasn’t 
diverse.”

“I think the first few months were super hard, cultural shock 
everywhere,” he explained. “If I want African food, for example, 
I have to order it,” he said, noting that there aren’t stores where 
he can purchase the kind of ingredients he finds at home.

Ezike feels overall that the adjustment happened faster than 
he anticipated, though. “I think it is largely due to the 
people around me. The faculty members here in the Math 
Department, they have amazing personalities. You can chat 
with them about a lot of things, which you can’t do back home.”

“I feel like with the people around, adjusting was easy,” Ezike 
added. “The Montana residents, I feel, are super nice, and 
they have this charming personality. Everyone smiles at you, 
everyone says, ‘How are you doing?’”

In summer 2016, Ezike was awarded a scholarship to attend 
summer school at the University of Washington in Seattle and 
he is a recipient of a 2017 Outstanding Graduate Teaching 
Assistant Award from the Math Department. Ezike is on track 
to graduate in May 2018 and hopes to pursue a Ph.D. program 
in another part of the country in order to experience more of 
the U.S.

Ultimately, Ezike would like return to Nigeria. “Go share 
the impact of knowledge on the people back home. That’s 
the whole big idea,” he said. “But first I’ll probably live here 
for a while and get all the right experiences, you know, get 
professional experience.”

Making Connections 
Like Ezike, Omari-Baah came to MSU in hopes of bringing 
what she learns back to her home in Ghana. Omari-Baah, who 
is also pursuing a master’s degree in statistics and is slated to 
graduate in the spring, said she’s studying to be an actuary, 
which is a business professional who assesses risk measurement 
and management, such as for insurance companies.

“In a few years, I’d like to go back home because I feel that the 
insurance industry in Ghana is imagined, but it hasn’t reached 
its full potential yet,” she said. “But I will still need that 
experience of knowing how things are done here to be able to 
impact my country more beneficially.”

After obtaining a degree in actuarial science from 
Keane Nkrumah University of Science and Technology in 
Kumasi, Ghana, Omari-Baah worked with a statistician as a 
teaching assistant at the university. “Working with him and 
helping undergraduate students with their research and their 
work, that is when I got interested in statistics,” she said. 

“That brings me to here,” she added, smiling. Omari-Baah 
chose MSU on recommendation of a current student in 
the program. At the time, she didn’t know anything about 
Montana, but through a Google search she learned about the 
state’s cold weather. “I just thought about it as a new experience 
because coming from Ghana, you never really experience any 
temperature below like 68 degrees Fahrenheit,” she said.

“So, I thought it would be a new experience, just different kind 
of people, different culture, and basically make new friends, 
make new connections,” Omari-Baah said. She says she hasn’t 
been disappointed.

“I really, really like the mountains because where I do come 
from in Ghana is very mountainous. Every time I see the 
mountains it reminds me of where I do come from,” she 
said. “It is just very refreshing. You come here and there’s that 
serenity that helps you, especially when you have to study 
statistics,” she laughed.

“I like Bozeman, especially the way that you can sit on the bus 
and people will ask you about yourself and they want to get to 
know you,” Omari-Baah said. “I was in New York and nobody 
would want to talk to you on the bus or the train, but over here 
people are very welcoming and they just want to get to know 
you and make connections.”

“I take it very positively that we have such a strong international 
reputation for the quality of our programs,” said Elizabeth 
Burroughs, professor and head of the Department of 
Mathematical Sciences. “I think it speaks highly of our faculty, 
that they have built programs that have a personal touch, and 
that is what would draw students to come here from so far 
away. The department really embraces the opportunities that 
come from having diverse perspectives among us.”

“ Go share the impact of knowledge on the people back 
home. That’s the whole big idea.” – NN AMDI  E Z IK E
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Matthew Weingart, a second-year graduate student 
in the Department of Earth Sciences, studies how 
indigenous people influenced forested ecosystems 

on Montana’s Flathead Reservation and how landscape 
management enhanced or overrode natural climate variability 
in shaping patterns of fire and vegetation.

Weingart, who is a Klamath tribal member and descendant 
of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai tribes, earned his 
undergraduate degrees in hydrology and forestry with a minor 
in mathematical sciences from Salish Kootenai College on the 
Flathead Reservation.

In 2017, he was awarded a National Science Foundation 
Graduate Research Fellowship to support his work studying 
the ecological past of the Flathead Reservation. The prestigious 
fellowship will pay his tuition and provide him with an annual 
stipend of $34,000 for the next three years.

“This is a region with little research having been done on it, 
and knowing these past interactions can provide important 
information to the tribes,” Weingart said. “The area is unique 
because it’s a topographically diverse mixed-forest habitat that 
has been occupied by humans for at least the last 10,000 years.”

Weingart is reconstructing the environmental history of the 
region by examining the pollen and charcoal preserved in 
Rainbow Lake sediment cores to learn what role humans, fire 
and climate had in shaping the present vegetation communities. 

“We use lake sediments to infer past environmental conditions, 
vegetation, fire, and how they may relate to human activity,” 
Weingart said. “You can find out what type of vegetation was 
growing at a particular time, how much fire activity there was, 
as well as how much precipitation there was.”

Weingart said his work has already helped to uncover the past 
in a region where indigenous people lived and hunted.

“The Natives burned a lot and we want to know if they 
influenced forest fires in the past,” Weingart said. “They 
weren’t really agriculturally advanced like we think of it now, 
but they knew the culturally important plants, such as blue 
camas and bitterroot, would benefit from fire, so they would 
burn to promote new growth. And, on the hillsides, there are 
tons of berry species. When the shrubs would come back [after 
burning them off], the deer would come to eat the nice new 
plants. And when the deer would arrive, they would  
hunt them.”

But the value of learning about the past is not limited to filling 
in the gaps of what life might have been like, Weingart said. 
There are also important lessons that can be applied to the 
future.

“What we’re learning is important because we know our 
climate is currently changing,” Weingart said. “Knowing 
what happened in the past can help us plan for the future by 
establishing informed policies and help land managers make 
relevant objectives when managing natural resources.”

Weingart said that after he earns his master’s degree he plans 
to pursue a Ph.D., then enter the workforce to gain experience 
before returning to academia.

“I hope to work in some type of management scenario for 
five or six years before becoming a professor at an institution 
whose focus is on minorities and people who are traditionally 
underrepresented in the STEM fields,” he said.

Excerpted from Skip Anderson for the MSU News Service

NATIVE AMERICAN GRADUATE STUDENT STUDIES THE ECOLOGICAL PAST OF 
THE FLATHEAD RESERVATION

INDIGENOUS  
INFLUENCES

Matthew Weingart cataloging carbon samples.

Lewisia rediviva 
(Bitterroot) 
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After graduating from the University of Oregon in 
2015, Megan Bruun wanted to come to Montana State 
University in order to research sexual minorities as a way 

of making a contribution to this world. 

“Ultimately my career goal is to be an activist,” said Bruun, now 
a graduate student in the Department of Psychology. “I quickly 
learned that I’m not good at making picket signs and I don’t yell 
into a megaphone very well.” 

“I realized that research is what I’m really good at, it kind of called 
to me, so I really use research as a vehicle for activism.”

In all of her work, Bruun looks beyond traditional interpretations 
of gender. She considers male and female, as well as transgender, 
lesbian, gay and bisexual.

Bruun is working on several research projects right now, one 
of which is a collaboration with Jessi Smith, professor in the 
Department of Psychology, and Shannon Willoughby, assistant 
professor in the Department of Physics. This collaborative project 
will reveal some of the stereotypes for women in the STEM fields 
and the overall gender climate at Montana State.

Smith says Bruun has brought another perspective to the study, 
looking at problems with sexism, but also overall prejudices in 
sexual orientation. “It’s been a great addition to our research 
program having her here,” Smith said. 

Smith said a common problem for minorities is the threat of 
microaggression—those indirect, subtle or unintentional forms of 
discrimination. “Microaggressions are subtle ways people get hurt. 
It’s death by a thousand cuts, if you will,” Smith said. “They’re 
small, but they add up. They create a culture where you don’t feel 
like you fit in.”

In 2014, MSU conducted a climate study on LGBTQ students, 
and according to Ariel Donahue, the director of the Diversity 
Awareness Office, the study showed that nine percent of 
undergraduate students identified as LGBTQ. “Looking at our 
demographics, LGBTQ are the largest underrepresented minority 

on our campus,” Donahue said. “This is an often times invisible 
population, which we know can create isolation and feelings of 
not belonging.” 

The Diversity Awareness Office has implemented several 
programs in order to promote a climate of acceptance, including 
mentorship, a discussion group and sexuality education classes. 
Bruun has volunteered for all three.

The LGBTQ Mentorship Program serves about 25 mentor 
pairs each year, and is an opportunity to pair an older LGBTQ 
individual, such as a graduate student or faculty member, with an 
undergraduate who identifies as LGBTQ. Bruun says she’s shared 
experiences and offered advice, and just gives younger LGBTQ 
students someone to talk to.

Expanding on the mentorship program, Bruun is a moderator for 
DisQourse, a discussion group for students and faculty interested 
in queer theory, a line of critical inquiry into issues of sexuality, 
power and marginalization.

Bruun is also a Safe Zone trainer, helping to bring awareness and 
education about LGBTQ identity to groups on and off campus 
through a set of educational courses. “It’s an opportunity to 
provide education on LGBTQ. It allows for education and asking 
questions without offending anyone,” Donahue said. Between 
300 and 500 people are trained through Safe Zone each year.

Each of the programs rely completely on volunteers, and 
Donahue said of those volunteers, “They really each bring 
their own background and perspective. That is what makes it 
really special."

“We have a lot of people who are secure in their beliefs and they 
want to give back,” Donahue said.

That is certainly the case with Bruun. 

“I’m a super big believer that we need to connect to our 
community and give back to our community and my community 
is the LGBT community,” Bruun said. “So, I want to do as many 
things as possible to contribute…I want to be fully invested.”

Perceptions of 

ender
GRADUATE STUDENT’S RESEARCH,  

ADVOCACY MAKING A DIFFERENCE AT MSU

By Jessianne Wright

Megan Bruun. Photo by Jay Szott.
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A Mentor and Inspiration
NON-TRADITIONAL STUDENT EARNS GEOLOGY PH.D.

By Evelyn Boswell



www.montana.edu/lettersandscience

A nita Moore-Nall has spent many winters camping in 
Baja, Mexico, skied competitively in Switzerland and 
searched for gold in Romania. She has measured lakes 

in Mongolia, investigated mines in Montana and examined 
dinosaur eggs in China.

Recently, after earning her third degree from Montana 
State University, this accomplished geologist said her next 
adventure just might be teaching introductory geology or 
helping introduce more ecology or Native sciences into Native 
American Studies. Perhaps she’ll apply for a postdoctoral 
position and continue her research. The options are many.

“Anita’s accomplishments are impressive,” said Mary Hubbard, 
head of MSU’s Department of Earth Sciences in the College of 
Letters and Science. “She has worked as a professional geologist, 
raised a family, competes as a high-level amateur athlete in 
several sports and completed her Ph.D.” 

“In her quiet way, she has served as a mentor and inspiration 
for Native and non-Native students in the department,” 
Hubbard continued. “Her current breadth of expertise from 
geochemistry, economic geology, structural geology and 
tectonics to her knowledge of Montana Native communities 
positions her well for the next stage of her career.”

Moore-Nall has long been tied to MSU and fascinated with 
geology. An enrolled member of the Apsaálooke (Crow) 
tribe, she grew up on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation where 
her father, Paul H. Moore, worked as an engineer with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. Moore graduated from Montana 
State College in the 1950s. Moore-Nall earned two bachelor 
degrees from MSU in 1984, one in geology and the other in 
photography. After earning her Ph.D. in 2017, she is now a 
non-tenure track professor at MSU.

Growing up near Glacier National Park helped set her path, 
Moore-Nall said. Her father’s family also had a placer claim 
near Sheridan, Mont. While visiting her mother’s family on the 
Crow Indian Reservation, Moore-Nall collected agates along 
the Little Bighorn River. During family fishing trips, Moore-
Nall panned for gold and collected garnets and agates.

“I like being outdoors,” Moore-Nall said. “I like the mountains, 
just the way geology connects everything together.”

After earning her first two degrees, Moore-Nall worked first for 
the U.S. Geological Survey, then as an engineering technician 
for the Mineral Hill Gold Mine in Jardine, Mont. and the 
engineering department of the U.S. Forest Service in Bozeman. 

After taking a break to raise her two children, Moore-Nall 
returned to work in 2006. As a consulting geologist, she sought 
gold in Romania, uranium in North Dakota and tellurium in 
various states and Mexico.

Moore-Nall started pursuing her Ph.D. in earth sciences 
in 2010. For her dissertation, she investigated potential 
connections between abandoned uranium/vanadium mines 
in southern Montana and northern Wyoming and lead and 
mercury contamination in the Bighorn River. Along the way, 
Moore-Nall won numerous awards, including a $38,500 Alfred 
P. Sloan Foundation Indigenous Graduate Partnership (SIGP) 
scholarship, a $10,000 Dennis and Phyllis Washington Native 
American Graduate Fellowship, several graduate fellowships 
from Hopa Mountain and numerous travel awards to present 
her work. At the same time, she participated in a research trip 
funded by a National Science Foundation grant with MSU 
examining dinosaur eggs in China.

“Anita is committed to using her geoscience expertise to make 
a difference for Native people,” said longtime collaborator 
Mari Eggers, a research scientist in MSU’s Center for Biofilm 
Engineering. “When she learned that the Bighorn River on the 
Crow Reservation is over the health standard for lead and that 
fish had elevated mercury, she decided to research the sources of 
these metals for her doctoral dissertation.”

“She has been and continues to be active in the national 
American Indian Science and Engineering Society as well as 
the Society for American Indian Graduate Students at MSU, 
for instance, volunteering her time to do a STEM workshop 
for Crow students at Little Big Horn College,” Eggers 
continued. “This past summer, she volunteered for a month 
with BioRegions International, contributing both her scientific 
and cultural expertise to an exchange in Mongolia.”

“She is also doing cutting edge, interdisciplinary work as a 
geoscientist,” Eggers said. “Anita is researching and publishing 
on the environmental health risks to tribes from energy 
development on their land. As part of her doctoral research, she 
looked at how microbial communities transform oil deposits, 
resulting in the release of heavy metals into water sources.” 

“She continues to explore this intersection of geosciences and 
microbiology, as well as traditional ecological knowledge and 
would love to teach courses that encompass both geosciences 
and Native science,” Eggers said. “Anita has also been a 
great collaborator with our Crow Water Quality Project, 
contributing her expertise both in geology and in GIS. In 
particular, she suggested we add uranium to our parameters 
for home well water quality testing—something that hasn’t 
typically been done in Montana. We discovered that it is, 
indeed, a health risk in about 6 percent of home wells.”

Hubbard added that Moore-Nall has “traveled to many places 
around the world and is comfortable in many cultures across 
our planet. I am excited to see how that next stage plays out 
as she has much to offer the next generation—well really, all 
generations.”

“ Anita is committed to using her geoscience expertise 
to make a difference for Native people.” – MARI  EGGERS
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Maggie Russell. 

CELL BIOLOGY AND NEUROSCIENCE MAJOR WINS 
GOLDWATER

Magdalena (Maggie) Russell, a senior from Bozeman who 
is majoring in cell biology and neuroscience with a minor in 
math, received a 2017 Goldwater Scholarship. The scholarship 
is the nation’s premier scholarship for undergraduates studying 
math, natural sciences and engineering. It provides recipients 
up to $7,500 a year for tuition, fees, books, and room and board. 

Russell came to MSU as a Presidential Scholar and is also 
a student in the Honors College. She conducts research 
in the lab of Frances Lefcort, MSU Letters and Science 
Distinguished Professor. Lefcort’s research is focused on 
familial dysautonomia, a genetic disease that devastates the 
sensory and autonomic nervous systems. In Lefcort’s lab, 
Russell cultures neurons in vitro and then tests compounds to 
see if it is possible to rescue some of the cells that die as a result 
of familial dysautonomia. 

In 2016, Russell was able to expand on her laboratory 
experience as part of a semester-long exchange to the University 
of Oslo in Norway. Along with taking classes at the university, 
she conducted research at the Norwegian Center for Stem Cell 
Research under its director, Joel Glover, a colleague of Lefcort’s. 

“I used many of the same techniques I learned at MSU, but 
the experience of working in a different lab setting taught me 
a lot about what different research environments can be like,” 
Russell said. “I really enjoy doing research.” 

Last summer, Russell worked with Dr. Stephen Tapscott at 
the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle as 
part of the center’s Summer Undergraduate Research Program. 
Tapscott’s lab focuses on developing therapeutics for muscular 
dystrophy.

With Russell’s Goldwater, MSU has now produced 68 
Goldwater scholars, keeping the university one of the nation’s 
top institutions for number of recipients. 

Excerpted from Denise Hoepfner, MSU News Service

MSU STUDENT ACTIVIST WINS NATIONAL  
NEWMAN AWARD

Michael Hollinger, a senior from Nikiski, Ala., majoring in 
political science with minors in psychology and economics, was 
named a 2017 Newman Civic Fellow by Campus Compact. 
The award “recognizes and supports community-committed 
students who have demonstrated an investment in finding 
solutions for challenges facing communities throughout the 
country.” MSU President Waded Cruzado nominated Hollinger 
for the award based on his work bringing attention to human 
trafficking in Montana.

Hollinger is one of the co-founders of the HEART Initiative—
HEART is an acronym for Humble Efforts Actualizing Real 
Transformation. He organized a discussion panel attended by 
more than 350 people, served as a member of an FBI-affiliated 
task force against human trafficking and co-lectured during a 
special presentation organized by the MSU Women’s Center. 
Hollinger has trained for HAVEN’s 24-hour crisis support line 
and is also involved with the Bounty of the Bridgers, a food 
pantry for the MSU community. Additionally, Hollinger served 
as an ASMSU senator.

“Each and every one of us has that spark to be a powerful  
voice for lasting change,” he wrote in applying for the Newman 
award.

Hollinger, who is also a student in the Honors College, was one 
of 237 national student leaders representing 37 states selected 
as a 2017 Newman Civic Fellow. Fellows join a network of 
students from around the country who will share ideas and 
tools through online networking and the honor frequently puts 
them in the running for other awards.

Excerpted from Carol Schmidt, MSU News Service

Want to know more? www.montana.edu/news/16961

Michael Hollinger. 
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MONTANA WILSON WINS PRESTIGIOUS GATES  
CAMBRIDGE SCHOLARSHIP

Montana Wilson, who graduated in May with dual degrees 
in economics and political science with a minor in Native 
American studies, won a 2017 Gates Cambridge Scholarship. 
He plans to use the scholarship to earn a master’s degree in 
development studies at the University of Cambridge in England. 

Wilson, who is from Poplar, Mont. and an enrolled Gros 
Ventre of the Fort Belknap Indian Community and a member 
of the Assiniboine and Sioux tribes of the Fort Peck Indian 
Reservation, is the first Native American Gates Cambridge 
Scholar in the history of the scholarship program, according to 
the Gates Cambridge Trust.

“This means a lot to me,” Wilson said. “The biggest thing is 
it has a lot to do with the future work I’m going to do. I have 
every intention of going into economic development, and this is 
an amazing opportunity to study at one of the world’s leading 
universities, in a program that is leading the field in economic 
development. It will give me the tools to come back and help my 
tribes and various tribes around the country.”

Wilson is one of 36 Americans and 54 scholars from other parts 
of the world to receive the prestigious scholarship funded by the 
Gates Foundation. Recipients are selected based on outstanding 
intellectual ability, leadership potential, a commitment to 
improving the lives of others and a good fit between the 
applicant’s qualifications and aspirations and the postgraduate 
program at Cambridge for which they are applying. 

“Montana represents a new generation of MSU Native students: 
worldly, savvy, extremely intelligent, but committed to helping 
tribal communities with the skills, experience and energy 
they possess,” said Walter Fleming, head of the Department 
of Native American Studies. “Within Native communities, 
Montana is well respected as someone who will put all his 
energies toward success, whether it is running a complex pow 
wow or helping tutor a friend.” 

Excerpted from MSU News Service
Want to know more? www.montana.edu/news/16711

Montana Wilson. 

SARAH COLDIRON RECEIVES FULBRIGHT TO TEACH 
ENGLISH IN SOUTH KOREA

Sarah Coldiron, a history and French major from Boise, 
Idaho, received a 2017 Fulbright Fellowship to teach in South 
Korea. Coldiron was involved in a wide range of outreach and 
volunteer service activities during her years at MSU, earning 
her a 2017 Torlief Aasheim Award for Community Involvement. 
These activities included teaching foreign languages at Bozeman 
High and Belgrade High, Sacajawea Middle School, as well as 
Irving, Longfellow, Whittier, Morning Star and Meadowlark 
elementary schools in Bozeman. 

She also volunteered with the school district’s Child 
Advancement Project, served as a resident adviser, a student 
ambassador for the College of Letters and Science, an 
orientation leader and an MSU FRIENDS international student 
mentor. She has organized blood and clothing drives through 
National Residence Hall Honorary, helped organize on-campus 
date auctions with proceeds going to charity, and worked with 
Reach, Inc. working with disabled members in the community. 
She is a member of Kappa Delta Pi and Alpha Lambda Delta 
honor societies and was a 2017 recipient of an MSU Excellence 
Award. While at MSU, Coldiron also studied abroad in 
Montpellier, France.

Ada Giusti, MSU French professor and one of Coldiron’s 
mentors, said it was a pleasure watching Coldiron grow in 
proficiency in French, in Francophone cultures and in literary 
analyses.

“(Sarah is) intelligent, adaptable, collaborative and clearly 
displays a global mindset,” Giusti said. “These attributes, 
coupled with her passion for learning and teaching, have made 
her an excellent student and, I am certain, will make her a 
wonderful teacher.”

Excerpted Carol Schmidt, MSU News Service

Sarah Coldiron. 
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NEW FACULTY MEMBERS IN MATH AND SCIENCE DISCIPLINES INCREASE DIVERSITY IN THE COLLEGE

The College of Letters and Science has worked very hard to 
achieve gender parity amongst its faculty, with special emphasis 
on the sciences side of the college, and these efforts have proven 
to be very successful. 

During the 2008 academic year, 48 out of 171 (28 percent) of the 
college’s tenured and tenure-track faculty were women. For the 
current academic year, women account for 76 out of 199 (38.2 
percent) of the tenured and tenure-track faculty in the college. 

These numbers were bolstered by a series of very successful 
faculty searches during the 2017 academic year, which resulted 
in the following outstanding scholars coming to MSU this fall 
in the sciences and mathematical sciences:

Biostatistician Nicole Bohme Carnegie is an assistant professor 
of statistics in the Department of Mathematical Sciences. She 
studies methodological issues related to infectious disease 
transmission and control. This work incorporates elements of 
infectious disease modeling, statistical modeling of networks 
and causal inference methodology, with a strong substantive 
grounding in the area of HIV prevention. In recent projects, 
she used genetic analyses to investigate how much information 
the HIV virus contains about the structure of the network of 
contacts over which HIV spreads, and developed methods for 
analyzing data from prevention trials to estimate population-
level effects of treatment. She earned her doctorate in statistics 
at the University of Washington, and has held research positions 
at New York University and the Harvard School of Public 
Health, as well as a previous faculty position at the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, where she helped to build a new school 
of public health. 

Diane Debinski is a professor of biology and the new 
department head in the Department of Ecology. Her lab 

pursues research and teaching in the fields of conservation 
biology, landscape ecology and restoration ecology, including 
biodiversity preservation, effects of habitat fragmentation 
and climate change. In grasslands, her research has focused 
on evaluating the use of fire and grazing in the context of 
managing for plant, bird and pollinator communities. In 
montane meadows, she has been conducting both observational 
and experimental studies of community responses to drought 
and environmental variation. She received her Ph.D. in biology 
from MSU, and served as a professor in the Department of 
Ecology, Evolution and Organismal Biology at Iowa State 
University for 23 years before returning to MSU. At Iowa 
State, she served as a co-PI on a National Science Foundation 
Institutional Transformation ADVANCE grant that focused 
on recruitment and retention of women in science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM) disciplines. 

Astrophysicist Anne Lohfink joined the Department of Physics 
as an assistant professor. She studies accreting (growing) 
supermassive black holes, which can have masses of millions 
or billions times that of our Sun, and are growing ever larger 
due to gas, dust and shredded stars that are dragged in by 
gravity. As the materials spiral inward, they emit light across 
a wide range of the electromagnetic spectrum, from the radio 
to the X-ray band. She analyzes this light to learn more about 
how the accretion process is able to convert gravitational energy 
into light so efficiently. The X-rays can even tell us about one of 
the three fundamental properties of a black hole—its rotation. 
Before coming to MSU, Lohfink earned her doctoral degree 
in astronomy from the University of Maryland, College Park 
and worked as a postdoctoral researcher in the Institute of 
Astronomy at the University of Cambridge, UK.
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Nicole Bohme Carnegie. Diane Debinski. Anne Lohfink. 



Geologist Devon A. Orme joined the Department of Earth 
Sciences as an assistant professor. The core of her research 
lies in sedimentary basin analysis and low-temperature 
thermochronology, and their relation to tectonics, the 
evolution of continental margins and surface processes. This 
multidisciplinary work seeks to understand the processes 
that govern sedimentation, basin architecture and orogenic 
growth. Currently, she has active field-based research projects 
in California, Tibet, India and Wyoming. She is developing 
undergraduate-based field research in southwest Montana 
with other faculty in the Department of Earth Sciences. This 
fall, she is teaching a course on the “Geology and History of 
Glacier National Park,” which includes a field trip to the park. 
She earned her Ph.D. from the Department of Geosciences at 
the University of Arizona, where she also earned a Certificate 
in College Teaching. She conducted her postdoctoral studies at 
Stanford University before coming to MSU. 

Astrophysicist Amy Reines joined the Department of Physics 
as an assistant professor. Her research is focused on the origin 
of supermassive black holes that reside at the center of normal 
galaxies, including the Milky Way. Amy uses observations from 
the Hubble Space Telescope, the Chandra X-ray Observatory 
and the Very Large Array radio telescope to find and study the 
smallest “dwarf” galaxies hosting supermassive black holes, as 
they can provide clues to the puzzling question: How did these 
monster black holes get started in the first place? She earned 
a Ph.D. in astronomy from the University of Virginia, where 
she was a NASA Earth and Space Science Fellow. In 2011, she 
began a NASA Einstein Postdoctoral Fellowship at the National 
Radio Astronomy Observatory in Charlottesville, Va. She was 
subsequently awarded a NASA Hubble Fellowship in 2014, 
which she took to the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, 
Mich. and the National Optical Astronomy Observatory in 
Tucson, Ariz.  

Christine Verhille joined the Department of Ecology as 
an assistant professor of fisheries ecophysiology. She studies 
the physiological mechanisms limiting the performance and 
resilience of fish populations within their complex and changing 
environments, where they must eat, swim, grow and reproduce 
in order to thrive. She has worked with Endangered Species Act-
protected fish species such as green sturgeon, Delta smelt and 
Central Valley steelhead, and plans to work with pallid sturgeon, 
Arctic grayling, mountain whitefish and Westslope cutthroat 
trout in Montana. After earning her doctorate in zoology at 
the University of British Columbia in Vancouver, Canada, 
she completed a postdoctoral fellowship at the University of 
California, Davis. She then worked as a senior aquatic scientist 
for a fisheries consulting firm in California before returning to 
research as a postdoctoral fellow at Mount Allison University in 
New Brunswick, Canada. 

Two more women have accepted positions in the college with an 
August 2018 start date: Madison Myers as an assistant professor 
in the Department of Earth Sciences specializing in volcanology 
and Kate Banner as an assistant professor of statistics in the 
Department of Mathematical Sciences.

“I am very proud that we have significantly increased the 
gender diversity of our faculty in recent years, and have made 
particularly strong advances in the STEM disciplines of science 
and mathematics,” said Nicol Rae, dean of the College of 
Letters and Science. “In 2016 and 2017, the college made 12 hires 
in the sciences and mathematics, eight of whom were women. 
Of the college’s seven STEM department heads, four are now 
female. These increases indicate the significant advances being 
made nationally by women in STEM and the impact of the 
ADVANCE grant that MSU received from the National Science 
Foundation, which has helped create a very welcoming climate 
at MSU for female science and mathematics faculty.”

15www.montana.edu/lettersandscience

FACULT Y HIGHLIGHTS AND AWARDS

Devon A. Orme. Amy Reines. Christine Verhille. 
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DUNLOP RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS FELLOWSHIP TO STUDY CULTURAL HISTORY OF FRENCH WIND 

Catherine Dunlop, a 
history professor in the 
Department of History 
and Philosophy, received 
a competitive residency 
to study how Europeans 
have incorporated 
France’s mistral winds 
into literature and 
art. The eight-week 
fellowship from the 
Camargo Foundation 
will allow Dunlop, who 
specializes in modern 
European history, to 
study at the foundation’s 
campus in Cassis, France. 
She plans to work on the 

manuscript of a book that she is writing about the significance 
of the mistral wind in French history.

“(The residency) offers a rich cultural opportunity to learn about 
global history as Montana globalizes,” Dunlop said. She said 
the experience will help her better teach Montana students to 
understand and connect with other cultures.

Dunlop’s fellowship began in September and she will be on 
sabbatical for the balance of the academic year to work on the 
book. Dunlop’s earlier book, Cartophilia: Maps and the Search 
for Identity in the French-German Borderland, was published in 
2015 by the University of Chicago Press.   

The Camargo Foundation was endowed by American artist and 
philanthropist Jerome Hill, the grandson of railroad builder 
James Jerome Hill. The fellowship provides 18 residencies 
supporting the visionary work of scholars, artists and thought 
leaders in the arts and humanities.

Dunlop came to MSU after graduating in 2010 with a doctorate 
in European history from Yale, where she earned the Hans 
Gatzke Prize for Outstanding Dissertation in European History. 
She holds a bachelor’s degree in history from Stanford.

Excerpted from Carol Schmidt for the MSU News Service

Catherine Dunlop. 

MSU PROFESSOR WINS PRESTIGIOUS PRESIDENTIAL AWARD

Blake Wiedenheft, an 
assistant professor in 
the Department of 
Microbiology and 
Immunology, won 
a 2017 Presidential 
Early Career Award for 
Scientists and Engineers, 
or PECASE, which is 
the highest honor the 
United States government 
bestows on science and 
engineering professionals 
in the early stages of their 
independent research 
careers. Wiedenheft was 
one of 102 scientists and 

researchers honored for their pursuit of innovative research at the 
frontiers of science and technology, and their commitment to 
community service as demonstrated through scientific leadership, 
public education or community outreach.

Wiedenheft, who earned his Ph.D. from MSU in 2006, has 
established himself as a leading researcher in the study of 
CRISPRs, the defense mechanism that microbes use to protect 

against viral infection. This pioneering work in CRISPRs, an 
acronym for “clustered regularly interspaced short palindromic 
repeats,” has major implications in environmental microbiology, 
and has transformed biomedical sciences by providing new tools 
for programmable manipulation of DNA.

Since joining MSU in 2012, Wiedenheft has filed three 
CRISPR-related patent applications with funding from private 
partnerships. This applied aspect of his work aims to create new 
tools for the surgical repair of defective genes that cause genetic 
diseases, such as muscular dystrophy and cystic fibrosis.

“Blake is an outstanding young investigator who has established 
an internationally recognized research program focused on a 
relatively new area of cutting-edge research on the CRISPR 
gene-editing system,” said Mark Jutila, head of the Department 
of Microbiology and Immunology. “His studies of this system 
have provided insights and new molecular approaches now used 
by many labs around the world to control gene editing in non-
microbial cells, as well.”

The PECASE awards, established by President Bill Clinton in 
1996, are coordinated by the Office of Science and Technology 
Policy within the Executive Office of the President. 

Excerpted from Denise Hoepfner, MSU News Service
Want to know more? www.montana.edu/news/16660

Blake Wiedenheft. 
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MSU RESEARCHER WINS MAJOR AWARD TO  
DEVELOP TOOLS FOR EXPLORING TINY WORLD

In 2017, Erik Grumstrup, an assistant professor in the 
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry, was one of only 
eight people in the nation to receive a 2017 Young Investigator 
Award from the Arnold O. and Mabel Beckman Foundation. 
The award gives him $750,000 over four years to develop new 
tools to investigate what happens in nanomaterials in less than a 
millionth of a billionth of a second, including the development a 
new instrument for examining nanomaterials in new ways. His 
work has applications for improving the efficiency of products 
such as cell phones, solar cells and computers.

“An interesting thing about the Beckman award is that it 
tends to fund projects that are risky and have real potential 
to transform chemistry, biochemistry and biomedical fields,” 
Grumstrup said.

More than 300 people applied for the Young Investigator Award, 
which supports the most promising young faculty members in 
the early stages of their academic careers in the chemical and 
life sciences. The recipients, in addition to Grumstrup, work at 
Stanford University, Cornell University, UCLA, the University 
of New Mexico, Georgia Institute of Technology and the 
University of Washington. 

Grumstrup earned his Ph.D. in 2011 from the University of 
Colorado Boulder and came to MSU in 2014. He was the first 
hire for the Materials Science Graduate Program, which is 
a Montana University System collaboration involving MSU, 
Montana Tech and the University of Montana. During his 
first year at MSU, he won an early career award from the U.S. 
Department of Energy, giving him $750,000 over five years to 
understand materials that might reduce the cost of solar cells 
and make them more efficient.

Excerpted from Evelyn Boswell for the MSU News Service
Want to know more? www.montana.edu/news/16964

Erik Grumstrup. 

MSU BIOCHEMIST NAMED NASA EARLY CAREER 
FELLOW FOR RESEARCH ON “MAGNETIC” BACTERIA 

Roland Hatzenpichler, an assistant professor in the Department 
of Chemistry and Biochemistry, was named a 2017 NASA Early 
Career Fellow. He’ll use the fellowship to study a group of salt-
loving bacteria with “magnetic” powers to understand the origin, 
evolution and organization of multicellular organisms. 

“One of the biggest problems in evolutionary biology is how the 
transition from comparatively simple forms of life to something 
as complex as us occurs,” Hatzenpichler said. “It’s not really 
understood how that transition to organized, complex life 
happens. The only thing clear is that it happened very often in 
evolution.”

These unusual bacteria, called multicellular magnetotactic 
bacteria, or MMB, live in the sediments below certain salt 
marshes and tidal pools on both coasts of the United States. 
The bacteria contain tiny magnetic crystals that allow the cell 
clumps to orient themselves in Earth’s magnetic field. This 
leads the bacteria—moving about as fast as a cheetah—down 
into the sediments where they find nutrients needed for their 
survival. MMB are the only known bacteria that don’t have a 
stage where it exists as a single cell.

Hatzenpichler said scientists have long tried to find organisms 
that were in the process of transitioning from single cells to 
multicellular organisms. They knew such transitions occurred. 
They had seen evidence in 25 separate lineages of life.

Hatzenpichler is a native of Austria and was the first in his 
family to attend college. He earned his doctorate in microbial 
ecology at the University of Vienna in 2011 and came to the 
United States to conduct postdoctoral research at the California 
Institute of Technology. He joined the faculty at MSU in 2016.

Excerpted from Evelyn Boswell for the MSU News Service
Want to know more? www.montana.edu/news/17070
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Roland Hatzenpichler. 
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SOCIOLOGIST’S RESEARCH ON THE BOOMERANG 
GENERATION RECEIVES NATIONAL MEDIA COVERAGE

Student loan debt has reached an all-
time high, but don’t blame increasing 
loan burdens for more young adults 

“boomeranging” or returning to their 
parents’ home. This was one of the 
conclusions in a paper co-authored 
by Cody Warner, assistant professor 
in the Department of Sociology and 
Anthropology, and recently published 
in the journal Sociology of Education.

The paper, “Into the Red and Back to the Nest? Student Debt, 
College Completion and Returning to the Parental Home 
Among Young Adults,” examines the popular assumption that 
more young adults are living with their parents because they are 
saddled with high amounts of student loan debt. Warner and 
his co-author, Jason Houle of Dartmouth College, found that 
student loan debt was not associated with the boomeranging in 
their complete sample, although they noted that the association 
differs by race. Instead, college completion was a stronger 
predictor.

“The findings are not only relevant because they challenge 
this popular narrative about the student debt crisis and 
boomeranging,” said Warner. “We find that, among college-goers, 
non-completion is a much bigger risk factor for returning home. 
But given that debt burdens fall disproportionately on racial 
minorities, our findings also point to larger concerns about the 
benefits and harms of taking on debt across racial lines.”

Within just a week of the paper’s publication on January 5, 2017, 
the study findings were featured in stories from Inside Higher 
Ed, Market Watch, Psych Central and Time, among others. An 
Associated Press story, “Study Explores Link Between College 
Debt, ‘Boomerang’ Effect,” resulted in hundreds of articles 
nationwide, in print and online, when it was picked up by 
media outlets of all sizes, including the Washington Post.

Warner’s other research focuses on the causes and consequences 
of mass incarceration in the United States. In particular, 
he has published numerous studies examining how 
incarceration impacts residential mobility as well as the types 
of neighborhoods that individuals move to and from. He 
also works with the Montana Department of Corrections to 
examine the drivers of recidivism in Montana. This project, 
funded in part by the Center for American Indian and Rural 
Health Equity at MSU, is especially concerned with individuals 
who leave prison and return to rural areas, and the experiences 
of formerly incarcerated Native Americans in Montana.

Excerpted with permission from the Center for American Indian 
and Rural Health Equity at MSU.

RESE ARCH

2017 AWARDS
COLLEGE OF LETTERS AND SCIENCE AWARDS

Dean’s Award for Meritorious Research and Creativity
Laurence Carucci, Department of Sociology and Anthropology
Bennett Link, Department of Physics 

Outstanding Teaching Awards
Jennifer Green, Department of Mathematical Sciences (Tenure Track)
Kari Cargill, Department of Microbiology and Immunology (Non-Tenure Track)
Amanda Hardin, Department of History and Philosophy (Graduate Teaching 

Assistant)
Dan Lawver, Department of Earth Sciences (Graduate Teaching Assistant)

Kathy E. Griffith Employee Excellence Award
Katie Yaw, Department of History and Philosophy
Doreen Brown, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry 

MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY AWARDS

Excellence in Outreach Award
Monica Skewes, Department of Psychology

Teaching Innovation Award
Michael Babcock, Department of Psychology

Spirit of Discovery Award
Blake Wiedenheft, Department of Microbiology and Immunology

Excellence in Online Teaching Award
Marvin Lansverk, Department of English

Women’s Faculty Caucus Distinguished Mentor Award
Mary Murphy, Department of History and Philosophy

Cox Faculty Award for Creative Scholarship and Teaching
Jovanka Voyich-Kane, Department of Microbiology and Immunology

Outstanding Academic Advising Award 
Rebecca Mattix, Department of Microbiology and Immunology

Vice President for Research Meritorious Technology and Science Award
Blake Wiedenheft, Department of Microbiology and Immunology

Provost’s Award for Graduate Research/Creativity Mentoring
Neil Cornish, Department of Physics

Fox Faculty Award for Accomplishment in Teaching, Research/Creativity 
and Mentorship

Nicolas Yunes, Department of Physics

James and Mary Ross Provost’s Award for Excellence 
Joan Broderick, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry

President’s Commission on the Status of University Women Award
Ian Handley, Department of Psychology

RETIRING FACULTY 
(and the year they joined MSU faculty)

Gary W. Brester, Agricultural Economics and Economics (1997)*
Laurence M. Carrucci, Sociology and Anthropology (1985)*
Stuart R. Challender, Earth Sciences (2002)
John “Steve” Cherry, Mathematical Sciences (1999)*
Sanford S. Levy, History and Philosophy (1978)
Jian-Yi Liu, Earth Sciences (1998)
Wesley C. Lynch, Psychology (1980)*

* Conferred with the rank of Professor Emeritus by the Montana  
Board of Regents.

Cody Warner. 
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MSU PROFESSOR’S FULBRIGHT YEAR PROVIDES INSIGHTS INTO RENOWNED TURKISH POET

James Meyer, an associate professor in the Department of 
History and Philosophy, recently returned to Montana after 
spending the last academic year in Turkey, Russia and the 
Netherlands researching the life of the expatriate Turkish poet 
Nazim Hikmet. 

Meyer’s research is the basis for a scholarly book he is writing 
about Hikmet. The poet and writer was born in the Ottoman 
Empire in 1902 and died in Cold War-era Moscow in 1963. He 
spent much of his life transitioning between the two countries 
and was imprisoned or exiled several times for his revolutionary, 
pro-Communist political beliefs.

Meyer called the year abroad “a dream come true.” A Fulbright 
research fellowship funded nine months in Russia, while an 
MSU Scholarship and Creativity grant funded the balance of 
the trip.

Meyer said his interest in the historic intersections of Turkey 
and Russia began while he was teaching English in Istanbul for 
seven years. There he became fascinated by the historic role of 
the Turkic people in the rough geographical area of the former 
U.S.S.R. The son of a University of Michigan engineering 
professor, Meyer said he became so absorbed in the topic that 
he returned to the U.S. to earn a master’s in Near Eastern 
studies from Princeton and then a doctorate in Middle Eastern 
and Russian history from Brown. He published his first book, 
Turks Across Empires: Marketing Muslim Identity in the Russian-
Ottoman Borderlands, in 2014. At MSU, he teaches Islamic 
world history.

Over the years, Meyer said he became increasingly fascinated 
with Hikmet, a well-known poet who spent most of his 
life as an outsider. Hikmet was imprisoned for 15 years in 
Turkey, during which time he received vocal support from the 
international art community.

“He was the best-known defender of the U.S.S.R. in Turkey and, 
in the final years of his life, was the most famous Turk in the 
Soviet Union,” Meyer said.

While in Russia during his Fulbright year, Meyer spent time 
at two archives: the party archive, where he found thousands 
of pages relating to the activities of Hikmet and other Turkish 
communists of the time, and the literature archive. Meyer said 
that in order to research Hikmet’s private papers at the literature 
archive, he needed the permission of Hikmet’s stepdaughter, 
with whom Meyer was also able to meet and discuss Hikmet’s 
life over dinner. He also spent two months of his time in Russia 
in St. Petersburg.

Meyer said in Istanbul and Amsterdam, he worked in the 
Ottoman and Turkish Republican archives, as well as with 
smaller holdings related to Hikmet and his friends in the 
Turkish Communist Party.

“I was able to find material that doesn’t exist any place else,”  
he said.

Meyer said his experiences not only deepened his research but 
will also enrich his teaching of MSU students. 

“My students, I’ve found, have a great interest in the world,” he 
said. “I’m able to tell the story of these countries as a scholar 
and as someone who has lived there. I’m able (to) teach students 
from a new perspective and help students become more familiar 
about this world and how ideas from these countries are 
formed.”

This fall he is teaching courses about Russian and Turkish 
history with fresh insights from the trip. He said he is writing 
the first draft of his manuscript, which he estimates will be 
about 500 pages.

Excerpted from Carol Schmidt, MSU News Service

James Meyer. 
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Wildfire in the Bitterroot Mountains near Hamilton, Mont.   



21www.montana.edu/lettersandscience

ECOLOGY PROFESSOR CO-AUTHORS STUDY DESCRIBING THE IMPACTS OF FIRE ON ECOSYSTEMS

Andrea Litt, associate professor in the Department of Ecology, 
contributed to a recently-published paper that describes how 
prescribed fires used as a land management tool can directly and 
indirectly change ecosystems. In the aftermath of yet another 
record-breaking wildfire season, and the devastating impacts on 
wildlife and wildlife habitat, the work of Litt and her colleagues 
is more relevant than ever.

The Wildlife Society published the paper, “Effects of Prescribed 
Fire on Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat in 
Selected Ecosystems of North America,” as 
part of its technical review series. The Wildlife 
Society’s technical reviews are scientific analyses 
related to prominent topics and issues in 
wildlife science, management, conservation and 
policy that are written by panels of experts and 
are often used in preparing position statements, 
according to the organization’s website.

The review describes the effects of prescribed  
burning, which is widely used by land managers 
in North America to reduce fuel loads, enhance 
wildlife habitats, improve forage and watershed 
conditions, prepare seedbeds and control exotic weeds, among 
other reasons.  

Regardless of why prescribed fires are used, Litt said, they 
change the ecosystem in many ways and can create a mosaic of 
conditions on the landscape that may benefit some species and 
be detrimental to others.

“Fire regimes have been altered greatly over time, through 
changes in the frequency, timing and intensity of fire,” she said. 

“These changes, along with introductions of non-native plants 
and other factors, create novel conditions where fires may no 
longer behave in predictable ways, resulting in challenges for 
management and restoration.”

For the review, the authors used a regional approach, focusing 
on selected vegetation types, including southeastern pine and 
mixed pine-oak forests, eastern coastal marshes, Midwestern 
Jack pine forests, sagebrush ecosystems of the interior West, 
mixed-severity forests of the northern Rocky Mountains, 
subalpine and montane forests of the Canadian Rockies, 
southwestern ponderosa pine forests, desert grasslands and 
shortgrass steppe ecosystems.

Litt, whose research at MSU focuses on the effects of human 
activities on wildlife populations and communities, authored 
the section on desert grasslands by bringing together existing 
research, including her own.

In the section, Litt refers to the semi-desert grasslands that are 
distributed among 13 states in Mexico and reach into Arizona, 

New Mexico and Texas. Using the compiled research, she 
discusses the historical and current use of fire, pointing out 
that Native Americans used fire for hunting and to improve 
pasture conditions. She also discusses the effects fire has on the 
wildlife in this region, including the ways some species avoid 
and respond to fire. She notes that some populations of species, 
such as raptors, may increase after fire because prey populations 
are more exposed. Some small grain-eating species of mammals 

and birds also benefit from fire by way of new 
growth of grasses and forbs.

“In general, species that prefer high cover and 
vertical structure decrease in presence and 
abundance following fire and species that prefer 
more open environments and foods that are 
stimulated by burning, (such as) seeds, increase 
in presence and abundance,” Litt wrote.

The section concludes with challenges that fire 
presents to the desert grassland ecosystem.

“One of the largest challenges in managing semi-
desert grasslands currently is that the interactive 
effects of fire, non-native plants and other 

landscape changes on grassland plants and animals are largely 
unknown,” Litt wrote. 

Litt, who is originally from Wisconsin, joined the Department 
of Ecology in 2011, where she teaches courses in mammalogy, 
wildlife-habitat relationships and a capstone course in fish and 
wildlife.

Prior to joining MSU, she was an assistant professor at the 
Caesar Kleberg Wildlife Research Institute in Kingsville, Texas. 
She earned her bachelor’s degree in zoology from the University 
of Wisconsin, her master’s degree in wildlife ecology and 
conservation from the University of Florida and her doctorate in 
wildlife and fisheries science with a minor in statistics from the 
University of Arizona.

Litt’s research has also been published in a number of journals 
and publications including Ecosphere, Conservation Biology, The 
Journal of Wildlife Management, Yellowstone Science and the 
Wildlife Society Bulletin.

Litt says she hopes this latest publication will provide land 
managers and researchers with the current state of knowledge 
regarding the effects of prescribed fire on diverse species.

“I also hope the review will provide perspectives on the 
information gaps and challenges to guide future research and 
monitoring,” she said. “The regional approach also allows for 
insights about the parallels and differences between ecosystems.”

Excerpted from Denise Hoepfner, MSU News Service

Andrea Litt.
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CHEMISTRY DOCTORAL STUDENT SEEKING A CURE FOR HER SON’S RARE DISORDER 

Elizabeth “Tess” Corbin, a doctoral student in the Department 
of Chemistry and Biochemistry, won a Ford Foundation 
Dissertation Fellowship that will support her work to find a cure 
for her son’s rare genetic disorder. The fellowship will provide 
$25,000 over nine months and connect her with a network of 
other Ford Fellows and mentors. Corbin is one of 38 recipients 
of the fellowship, which supports the final year of dissertation 
writing and defense for individuals working toward a doctorate 
in science or philosophy.

Corbin said the fellowship came at a time when she didn’t think 
she would be able to swing the money needed to complete her 
dissertation. The award, in addition to a tuition waiver from the 
MSU Graduate School, has also made it possible for her to quit 
the paper route that provided some financial relief but left her 
exhausted by midday.

“Getting up at four in the morning, six days a week, was hard, 
but I did it gratefully knowing it was what I had to do,” said the 
single mother of two boys, ages 17 and 13. “But, to write and 
defend my dissertation I need to be able to focus.”

Corbin earned her bachelor’s degree in chemistry from MSU in 
2009, but because her older son, Sean, has a rare genetic disorder 
called homocystinuria, she decided to pursue her doctorate in 
biochemistry and delve into stem cell research, despite having 
little academic background in either.

Homocystinuria affects one in 335,000 people, and is so rare 
because each parent has to carry the genetic mutation for it to 
occur, according to the National Institutes of Health. People 
with the disorder are unable to properly process methionine, 
one of 20 essential amino acids—the small molecules that make 
up proteins—which leads to the buildup of toxic products in 
the body and causes serious health problems.

Not finding any effective treatments for the disorder because 
of its rarity, Corbin decided to work on the problem herself 
after she determined stem cell research was the most promising 
avenue to a cure.

“I went back to school and I’ve concentrated on this because of 
Sean’s problem,” she said. “There wasn’t any help for it, so what’s 
a mom to do?”

Corbin conducts her research under the guidance of Edward 
Dratz, professor of biochemistry. In the Dratz Lab, she is 
working to produce fatty acid supplements that can be added to 
the media that is used to grow stem cells. She hopes to develop 
two supplements—one for stem cell maintenance and another 
that can be used to aid in reprogramming the stem cells.

“Tess is determined to improve human adult stem cell 
technology with the goal of advancing cures for human genetic 
disease,” Dratz said.

The goal, Corbin said, is to make stem cells a more reliable 
testing agent for research, which could potentially lead to a 
cure for homocystinuria and other enzyme disorders by way of 
taking a person’s own stem cells and genetically correcting them 
to produce the right enzymes.

“Personalized medicine is the future, and induced stem cell 
production and culture is the bedrock it is going to stand on,” 
Corbin said. “This is right round the corner—being able to 
take a person’s blood and reprogram their own blood cells into 
stem cells so there won’t be any allergy issues and they won’t 
be rejected. They can then be genetically corrected to produce 
the correct enzyme and be reintroduced into the body. If you 
can do that a couple of times on somebody, it’s personalized 
medicine.”

Corbin has worked on this project for the past six years—the 
first two were spent on coursework—but it wasn’t until the 
arrival of Renee Reijo Pera, MSU’s Vice President of Research 
and Economic Development, that Corbin made significant 
strides. An internationally recognized stem cell scientist, Reijo 
Pera, along with geneticists Ninuo Xia and Benjamin Angulo, 
both researchers in Reijo Pera’s lab in the Department of Cell 
Biology and Neuroscience, were able to teach Corbin the 
molecular biology techniques she needed for her research so she 
could concentrate on her hypotheses and experiments.

As she spends the next nine months on her dissertation, Corbin 
is hopeful that her work will help to create better, more viable 
stem cells that can be used to develop therapies and cures for 
people who, like Sean, suffer from devastating disorders.

“I think that in the future I could be a part of making that 
happen and when the therapies are ready, I’ll know,” she said.

Excerpted from Denise Hoepfner, MSU News Service
Want to know more? www.montana.edu/news/17006

Renee Reijo Pera (right), MSU’s Vice President of Research and Economic Development, is 
an internationally recognized stem cell scientist who has taught Tess Corbin the molecular 
biology techniques needed for her research.
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MSU ALUMNI HELP BUILD UP DINOSAUR MUSEUM TO BOOST TOURISM IN AN EASTERN MONTANA TOWN

In July, the Carter County Museum in Ekalaka, Mont. held its 
fifth Annual Dino Shindig, an event with deep ties to Montana 
State University and its Museum of the Rockies. The weekend-
long event has become an institution in this population-350 
town tucked away in Montana’s southeast corner.

Inside the museum, visitors find a nearly complete hadrosaur 
skeleton, a triceratops skull and a replica T. rex crouching at eye-
level. Down the road, inside a Lutheran church, an international 
lineup of paleontologists, among them John Scannella, Museum 
of the Rockies’ John R. Horner Curator of Paleontology, 
lectured on everything from triceratops to “Jurassic World” to 
prehistoric turtles.

“We can put this part of the state back on the map in the minds 
of everyone in Montana,” said Carter County Museum director 
Sabre Moore.

After last year’s go around—which featured a speaker lineup 
headed by Kirk Johnson, the director of the Smithsonian 
Museum of Natural History—state tourism officials named the 
Shindig their event of the year, picking it over juggernauts like 
the 4,000-participant Run to the Pub in Bozeman.

It’s easy to see why, looking around at the crowd of more than 
400—with attendees from as far away as Oregon, Texas and 
Virginia. Beyond the festivities, though, is another story: how 
land-grant MSU, six hours away in Bozeman, helped lay the 
groundwork for this small-town success story.

The MSU link starts with Nate Carroll, 28, a ranch-raised 
Ekalaka native and the museum’s adjunct curator. Carroll, a 
fourth-generation Bobcat, earned his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from MSU’s paleontology program in the Department 
of Earth Sciences.

Ekalaka, which has seen its population decline by half since 
the 1960s, is a paleontology mecca of sorts, thanks to geology 
that makes its surroundings ideal for hunting fossils from the 

late Cretaceous. It’s also home to the Carter County Museum, 
the oldest county museum in the state. Spending a summer 
back home in 2012, Carroll said he started thinking about the 
possibilities for both academic research and boosting local 
tourism.

So, that fall, Carroll came back to MSU and started organizing 
volunteers to spend the next summer in Ekalaka revitalizing 
the museum. Moore, a Wright, Wyo. native then finishing up a 
history degree, was one of them.

“And,” she said, “I absolutely fell in love with Ekalaka.”

Moore, 26, who also minored in museum studies and Native 
American studies in the College of Letters and Science, has 
since completed a master’s in museum studies through an 
online program at Johns Hopkins University. After stints at 
museums in Wyoming, Washington, D.C. and Istanbul, Turkey, 
she was hired as the Carter County Museum’s full-time director 
last year.

They’ve kept it up, too. The museum has had teams of MSU 
students out to Ekalaka every summer since, cleaning dusty 
storage spaces, building new exhibits and giving the small town 
a dose of youthful energy. Carroll and Moore are now raising 
money for a $4 million expansion to the museum.

Some of their volunteers, whom they put up at a local hunting 
lodge, have come back for second or third summers. A couple, 
like Moore, moved to town full-time.

Carroll and Moore credit the Bozeman campus and Museum 
of the Rockies with helping them find passionate volunteers 
willing to work, in some cases, as many as 80 hours a week 
during their stints with the museum.

“There’s a great pipeline, basically, from MSU and MOR, of 
talent and resources,” Carroll said.

Excerpted from Eric Dietrich for the MSU News Service

Nathan Carroll and Carter County Museum Director Sabre Moore outside the museum in 
Ekalaka, Montana.

A volunteer explains a hydraulic T. rex jaw replica to onlookers during the Carter County 
Museum’s fifth Annual Dino Shindig in July 2017.
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MSU LEADS NATIONWIDE PROJECT TO LIVESTREAM HISTORIC SOLAR ECLIPSE

MSU led a nationwide network of students who monitored 
the August 21, 2017 total solar eclipse by sending weather 
balloons to the upper edge of the Earth’s atmosphere. The 
Eclipse Ballooning Project consisted of 55 teams of college and 
high school students from across the country who launched 
more than 75 high-altitude balloons equipped with cameras to 
provide a unique perspective of the eclipse. 

The central purpose of the project was to livestream aerial 
video footage of the eclipse, which crossed North America 
on a path stretching from Oregon to South Carolina. An 
additional 12 teams used smaller weather balloons to gather 
data about the atmospheric effects of the eclipse. The high-
altitude balloons, which reached altitudes of 80,000 feet or 
more, also provided a platform for myriad other student-led 
science projects related to the eclipse. MSU hosted workshops 
in 2016 to distribute the ballooning equipment and train 
teams in its use.

The project was organized primarily through NASA’s Space 
Grant program, which funds education, research and public 

engagement projects through consortia of colleges and 
universities in each state.

The project was proposed and directed by Angela Des Jardins, 
an assistant research professor in the Department of Physics 
and director of the Montana Space Grant Consortium at 
MSU, along with Randy Larimer, deputy director of the 
Montana Space Grant Consortium and Berk Knighton, an 
associate research professor in the Department of Chemistry 
and Biochemistry. During the three years preceding the 
eclipse, dozens of MSU students were involved in designing, 
constructing and implementing the high-altitude balloon 
system, and 15 students were part of the team that launched 
the MSU balloon on August 21.

Des Jardins was recently awarded the National Space Grant’s 
Special Service Award in recognition of her leadership role in 
this unprecedented outreach project. 

To learn more and see video footage from the balloons, please 
visit: www.coe.montana.edu/eclipse/.

Left: The sun's corona photographed in Idaho. Top right: MSU balloon team prepares to launch on August 21. Bottom right: Angela Des Jardins.

OUTRE ACH
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WESTERN PROGRAMS AT MSU ELEVATED TO CENTER FOR WESTERN LANDS AND PEOPLES  

In April, the Montana Board of Regents granted center status 
to the Center for Western Lands and Peoples. Primarily based 
in the College of Letters and Science, the new center includes 
interdisciplinary research and work from faculty in ecology, earth 
sciences, English, history and philosophy, Native American 
studies and film. Formed in 2013 as an initiative to emphasize 
MSU programs centered on the West, the center has particular 
emphasis in three areas: the history, literature and culture of the 

West; ecological studies of issues affecting wildlife and fisheries 
of the region; and studies on the West’s geography, geology and 
resources.
The board’s action signals the importance of the work done at the 
new center to the state, region and nation, according to Nicol Rae, 
dean of the college.

“The Board of Regents’ action reaffirms the significance of the 
work we are doing on the West in our college and university,” Rae 
said. “This is the ideal place for such a center. As a public, land-
grant institution our charter is to serve and educate all citizens in 
the State of Montana, and this center will certainly do that.”
Rae said the Center for Western Lands and Peoples is the college’s 
12th center. Susan Kollin, professor of English who specializes in 
Western American literature and environmental humanities, is 
the director of the center. Co-directors are Mary Murphy and 
Robert Rydell, both professors of history whose research focuses 
on Montana and the West.
For more information on the Center for Western  
Lands and Peoples, please visit the center’s website at  
www.montana.edu/west/.

From left, Robert Rydell, Mary Murphy and Susan Kollin.

SCIENTISTS IN COLLEGE OF LETTERS AND SCIENCE 
NAMED NEWEST REGENTS PROFESSORS
In November, the Montana Board of Regents named two 
scientists in the College of Letters and Science, Patrik Callis 
and Mark Jutila, as the newest Montana University System 
Regents Professors, the most prestigious designation to be 
attained by a professor in the system.

Callis is a professor in the Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry and an internationally known physical chemist 
who studies of the electronic structure of dyes and biological 
chromosphores. He has been a faculty member at MSU for  
49 years. 

Jutila is a professor and current department head in the 
Department of Microbiology and Immunology. He is a world-
renowned researcher who studies gamma-delta T-cells and the 
role they play in both the body’s adaptive immune response 
and its innate immunity.

Callis and Jutila are MSU’s tenth and eleventh Regents 
Professors. Nine out of the eleven Regents Professors at MSU 
have been faculty in the College of Letters and Science, 
including Gordon Brittan, philosophy; John Carlsten, physics; 
Trevor Douglas, chemistry and biochemistry; Paul Grieco, 
chemistry and biochemistry; Jack Horner, paleontology; 
Michael Sexson, English; and Brett Walker, history.
Want to know more? www.montana.edu/news/17280/ 

Patrik Callis.

Mark Jutila.
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AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS & ECONOMICS 

By all accounts, Vincent Smith, a professor in the 
Department of Agricultural Economics and Economics, has 
had a tremendous past couple of years.

In December 2015, his most recent book, The Economic Welfare 
and Trade Relations Implications of the 2014 Farm Bill, was 
published. The book is an edited volume of essays that examines 
the major areas of U.S. farm programs and assesses the economic 
welfare impacts of the programs in those areas. 

In 2016, along with economics professor Wendy Stock, Smith 
received a $5.76 million grant from the Charles Koch Foundation 
to expand their research on the impact regulation and policy 
have on societal well-being, particularly in the areas of regulatory 
economics as applied to agriculture, healthcare, technology, 
finance, natural resources, education and other sectors. 

Also in 2016, Smith was honored with an Outstanding Alumni 
Award from his alma mater, the College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences at North Carolina State University, where he earned 
his Ph.D. in economics. Each year, the college recognizes 
distinguished and outstanding alumni for their achievements.

Most recently, in 2017, Smith was selected to deliver a lecture as 
part of the Provost’s Distinguished Lecturer Series, one of the 
most significant honors for faculty at MSU. Now in its fifth 
year, the program recognizes outstanding MSU faculty for their 
creative scholarship and leadership. In his invitation letter, the 
provost wrote, “You were selected because of your outstanding 
accomplishments as a scholar, teacher and engaged citizen. Simply 
stated, you are a star and we want to recognize and celebrate with 
the community your accomplishments and achievements.”

Smith has been a faculty member at MSU since 1988. His research 
is focused in the areas of microeconomics, agricultural policy 
analysis and international trade. His is the author of ten books, 
monographs and edited volumes, 14 book chapters and more than 
150 refereed journal articles, outreach and other publications. 

Vincent Smith. 

CELL BIOLOGY & NEUROSCIENCE 

Two researchers in the Department of Cell Biology and 
Neuroscience are among a team of 14 neuroscientists from 
across the nation that received a $6 million grant from the 
National Science Foundation (NSF) to develop a greater 
understanding of how the brain helps us pay attention to the 
right things when we execute complex behaviors.

Professor Charles Gray is a co-principal investigator of the project, 
and associate professor James Mazer is a collaborator. Gray said 
the research is important because people perform tasks every day 
that require attention, memory and eye movement, whether it’s 
driving a car, performing brain surgery or making dinner. This 
focused attention—or lack of it—impacts society in many ways, 
including through worker productivity, driver safety and national 
security. 

MSU researchers, in particular, will focus on the specific 
relationships between attention and memory, attention and eye 
movement, and the pharmacology of visual attention.

This complex relationship between attention, memory and eye 
movement is disrupted in several common clinical conditions, 
including attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, commonly 
known as ADHD, autism spectrum disorders and even 
schizophrenia. Mazer said this NSF-funded basic research will 
provide new insights that will help drive future research into 
therapies and other treatments for these clinical conditions.

The $6 million grant was one of 11 grants totaling $55 million 
recently awarded through the NSF’s Experimental Program 
to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR) Research 
Infrastructure Improvement Track-2 program.

Charles Gray. 
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Casey Kennedy, a graduate student in the Department of 
Chemistry and Biochemistry, received a prestigious Graduate 
Research Fellowship from the National Science Foundation 
(NSF) that will provide $34,000 per year for three years to 
support her research on solar cell materials.

Kennedy works in the lab of Erik Grumstrup, an assistant 
professor in the Department of Chemistry, along with three 
other graduate students and three undergraduates investigating 
potential solar cell materials. In particular, the team is trying to 
find new materials that may reduce the cost of solar cells and 
make them more efficient. Kennedy’s research supports the 
overall goal of understanding semiconducting material called 
perovskites.

According to Grumstrup, his students can change the chemistry 
of the materials they are testing; by systematically swapping out 
atoms, they can determine how well the material would perform 
in solar cells. With pump-probe microscopy, Kennedy uses two 
different light beams to study perovskites. One beam excites the 
electrons in the semiconducting material. The other beam probes 
the material to see how it responds.

“I really like spectroscopy. I think it’s amazing how much you can 
learn from simply observing the way light interacts with matter,” 
Kennedy said. “It’s really fun and interesting.”

Kennedy is currently co-president of MSU’s Women in Science 
and Engineering (WISE) program. She also heads the university’s 
Chemistry and Biochemistry Graduate Student Association.

Grumstrup said, “She sort of embodies everything the NSF is 
looking for. Not only is she an excellent scientist producing great 
results in the lab, but she is actively engaged in outreach activities.”

Casey Kennedy. 

EARTH SCIENCES 

Jacob Gardner, a doctoral student in the Department of 
Earth Sciences, was awarded a prestigious fellowship from 
the National Science Foundation (NSF) that allowed him to 
spend summer 2017 in Beijing, China studying the evolution 
of dinosaur and mammal locomotion. 

While in China, he was supervised by prominent Chinese 
paleontologist Xu Xing at the world-class Institute of Vertebrate 
Paleontology and Paleoanthropology. Xu is famous for naming 
more dinosaurs than any other living paleontologist and for his 
theories about feathered dinosaurs, among other achievements. 
Between 1999 and 2005 alone, researchers at the Beijing institute 
published 45 scientific articles in the prestigious journals Nature 
and Science.

The NSF fellowship program, called the East Asia and Pacific 
Summer Institutes, or EAPSI, introduces graduate students to 
East Asia and Pacific science and engineering in the context of a 
research setting to help students initiate scientific relationships 
that will better enable future collaboration with foreign 
counterparts.

For his research, Gardner is analyzing patterns of evolution 
and the rate at which different forms of locomotion evolved, 
considering questions such as whether walking on two legs or 
four legs impacts the rate and pattern of evolution. For example, 
quadrupedality, or walking on four legs, may constrain the rate of 
evolution in both of the limbs, he said. He will also factor in such 
things as the effects of geography and changing environments. 
Previous research has shown that locomotion is closely tied to 
the environment in which an animal resides in and a change in 
environment, therefore, may drive the evolution of new forms of 
locomotion.

Jacob Gardner. 
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Maureen Kessler, a Ph.D. student in the Department of 
Ecology who studies zoonotic disease, or disease that 
spreads between animals and people, won a Fulbright 
Fellowship to study Pteropus, a genus of bats commonly 
called flying foxes, and their role in the spread of Hendra 
virus in Australia. Although potentially deadly, the virus 
rarely infects humans, primarily infecting horses. However, 
Kessler said understanding the virus’ system may hold clues 
to understanding other contagions that do pose threats to 
humans, such as SARS, MERS and Ebola.

While in Australia, she will work on her dissertation, centering 
on the ecological factors that have resulted in a loss of the 
flying fox population in recent decades due to loss of native 
habitat. That loss also has disrupted the bats’ migration 
patterns, Kessler said, resulting in increased settlements in 
urban centers where there is more contact with humans and 
horses. Kessler will also study how urbanization increases risk 
of Hendra virus spillover from reservoir populations of the 
flying fox. While netting the large bats can be tricky because 
they have a wing span of up to four feet, Kessler has developed 
an affinity for them.

Kessler said that even though the bats and the diseases that 
she’ll study are specific to Australia, there are important 
applications to all humans as science examines how contagions 
develop and spread. And, she said there are other parallels 
to disease systems found in Montana mammals, such as elk 
migration patterns and the development of brucellosis.

Tony Chang, who earned his Ph.D. last spring in the 
Department of Ecology, was one of five recipients of a 2017 
David H. Smith Conservation Research Fellowship, which 
will give him $55,000 a year for two years, plus $40,000 
for research. With it, he will conduct an innovative research 
project on forest disturbances and how they affect water 
supplies across the West. 

Chang will use state-of-the-art modeling to determine on a 
massive scale how disturbances in forests affect the availability 
of water. He will use satellite images and other sophisticated 
tools to count nearly every tree—dead or alive—in the West. 
He will then see how many trees are lost over a year to such 
things as insects and fire. Finally, he will analyze the data to see 
how those losses affect water availability for people.

Trees influence the speed that snow melts and runs down 
mountains. They also influence rates of evaporation from the 
ground surface and water transpired through their leaves. But 
Chang will take a much deeper look at the exact relationship 
between forests and water. He wants his research to benefit 
natural resource managers as they develop strategies for 
regional forests and water conservation.

“In the past 30 years, land management protocols, climate 
change and land use have substantially changed the frequency 
and magnitude of disturbance regimes within forest ecosystems,” 
Chang explained. “Landscape-scale disturbances such as 
drought, wildfires and insect outbreaks can radically change 
forest structure resulting in impacts on watersheds that may 
affect water quantity and quality for natural resource use.”

Maureen Kessler. Tony Chang. 
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ENGLISH 

In July of 2017, the Yellowstone Writing Project (YWP) 
held its first annual Youth Writing Camp on the MSU 
campus. Led by a team of five K-12 teachers from YWP and 
four interns, 60 young writers (grades 5-12) spent four days 
writing and building writing communities. 

Each morning students “wrote into the day” as a large group 
before dividing into smaller writing groups to take field trips 
on and around campus and do their own writing. Writers 
created field journals combining images and written text about 
the natural world, and explored the Museum of the Rockies 
by writing and sharing their writing throughout exhibits. Each 
afternoon, writers reassembled as a large group for “Author’s 
Chair,” a YWP tradition that creates space and time for writers 
to share their writing and listen to other writers.  

The Youth Writing Camp culminated with an evening 
showcase for family and friends highlighting writers’ work and 
celebrating their creativity. The writers displayed their writing 
for a gallery walk and several read their pieces to the gathered 
audience. 

YWP will host its second annual Youth Writing Camp in 
summer 2018.  

The YWP is housed in the Department of English and is 
directed by professor Kirk Branch and assistant professor 
Allison Wynhoff Olsen. Grounded in the beliefs that writing 
teachers write and student writers deserve encouragement and 
time to write, YWP offers positive, professional development 
led by practicing K-12 teachers across content areas. 

Participants in the Yellowstone Writing Project’s Youth Writing Camp write and read their 
work outside Reid Hall in July 2017. Over the course of four days, 60 young people created 
stories, poems and memoirs. Photo courtesy of Hali Kirby. 

HISTORY & PHILOSOPHY

Samm Vankirk, a senior majoring in history from Linden, 
Wash., and his research partner and fellow history major, 
Ezekiel Snoozy of Billings, Mont., re-created a life-sized 
World War I trench inside a dumpster for a class final 
project. The display was for a course on “Public History: 
Religion and War” that was taught by Amanda Hendrix-
Komoto, an assistant professor of history in the Department of 
History and Philosophy.

Vankirk and Snoozy re-created the trench using materials and 
tools common during the first world war, including wood, sand 
and wire. Vankirk said he and Snoozy scavenged most of the 
supplies for the project, save for the nails used to construct the 
wooden walls. Photos of Montanans in World War I trenches, 
and explanations, were posted inside the trench. 

Posters of other groups’ projects featuring Montanans during 
the wars were attached to the outside of the dumpster, 
including narratives of Montana Native Americans and 
Hutterites during the wars. Other posters were focused on  
the roles of prominent Montanans during the war, including 
Jeannette Rankin, Montana’s Congressional representative 
and noted pacifist during both world wars; Montana Senator 
Burton K. Wheeler; and the story of the death of Nelson Story 
IV during World War II and the resulting memorial at Big 
Sky’s Soldiers Chapel.

“I encouraged students to think outside the box, but I was 
thinking about a table in the library,” Hendrix-Komoto said, 
adding even she was wowed with the group’s creativity.

Vankirk said it took about two months to get approval to 
develop the dumpster museum project and 20 hours of work 
in the cold to build the museum. He said in all, about 11 
volunteers helped him and Snoozy re-create the trench in biting 
Montana winter temperatures.

Samm Vankirk describes the process of building a pop-up museum to help illustrate World 
War I trench warfare for his history class.
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MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES

The mathematics education research group in the 
Department of Mathematical Sciences engages in teaching, 
research and outreach across the state of Montana. 

They offer an M.S. in mathematics that is geared towards meeting 
the needs of high school and middle school mathematics teachers. 
The math education program at MSU was recently ranked as 
No. 2 in the nation in GradSource.com. Twelve students in the 
program graduated last summer, and six of those students were 
Montana residents. Seven of the ten students who will graduate in 
spring or summer 2018 are public school teachers in Montana. 

“This master’s program is designed to reach teachers where they 
live and work,” said professor and department head Elizabeth 
Burroughs. “Equalizing access is important for MSU’s outreach 
mission and important for Montana, where distance traditionally 
has inhibited teachers in rural areas from pursuing advanced 
degrees.” 

Research in the group is also focused on outreach. The National 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics gives three “research to 
practice” awards every year, and professor Jennifer Luebeck and 
assistant professor Megan Wickstrom won two of these awards 
for their work at the high school and elementary school levels, 
respectively. 

Outreach by the group is evident in the Montana state-wide 
STREAM project, which connects rural teachers across Montana 
with each other in order to support their understanding of 
Montana’s math standards. Led by Luebeck, the project has been 
ongoing for three years. In addition, Wickstrom and assistant 
professor Mary Alice Carlson have just completed the three-year 
IMMERSION project, which supports Bozeman school district 
teachers as they engage elementary school students in the practice 
of mathematical modeling.  

Jennifer Luebeck.

MICROBIOLOGY & IMMUNOLOGY 

In 2017, Melody Lindsay, a doctoral student in the 
Department of Microbiology and Immunology, received the 
Doyle W. Stephens Scholarship Award from FRIENDS of 
Great Salt Lake, an organization that works to protect Utah’s 
Great Salt Lake ecosystem and increase public awareness 
and appreciation of the lake through education, research, 
advocacy and the arts. 

Lindsay’s winning research proposal details how the changing 
salinity of the Great Salt Lake impacts the composition and 
productivity of the microbialites that cover about 20 percent 
of the lake floor, and how that in turn affects the life forms 
further up in the ecosystem’s food web, including the health of 
the nearly 5 million birds that pass through the ecosystem each 
year. Microbialites are carbonate-mineral structures that are built 
through the activity of microorganisms that obtain energy from 
light.

“These microbialites are a major source of food for brine flies and 
brine shrimp (also known colloquially as sea monkeys), which 
serve as the major food source for the millions of birds that visit 
the Great Salt Lake annually,” Lindsay said. “Moreover, a healthy 
brine shrimp population is economically important for the brine 
shrimp industry.”

This is the first time since its inception in 2003 that the 
scholarship has been awarded to someone outside of the state of 
Utah, according to the FRIENDS website. Lindsay will use the 
$1,000 award to cover her expenses related to travel to Utah and 
on lab supplies she needs to conduct her research.

Melody Lindsay.
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In 2017, Casianne Lund of Darien, Ill., traveled to Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia to teach English with a Fulbright English Teaching 
Assistantship. Lund, who graduated magna cum laude in May, 
was an honors student and earned dual degrees in French in 
the Department of Modern Languages and Literatures and 
psychology with a minor in women’s studies.

Lund said her interest in global travel began with a summer of 
study in Montpellier, France, at an MSU-linked program where 
she became fluent in the language.

Lund then traveled to Morocco on a spring break with French 
professor Ada Giusti to teach French and English and work in 
the community of remote Berber villages in the Atlas Mountains. 
There, she used French, the country’s official language, and also 
learned to speak a little Berber, Giusti said.

Lund wanted to return to Africa after the Morocco experience 
so Giusti worked with her to identify a relevant internship with 
a non-governmental organization in Senegal, where French is 
also spoken. There, she taught boys, many who escaped Koranic 
schools and were waiting to be reunited with their families. The 
work was “heartbreaking but fulfilling,” Lund said. Lund also 
volunteered to work on a farm in Senegal. Giusti believes that 
Lund is the only MSU student to study and work in that country. 

Lund’s experience in Senegal led her to apply for a Fulbright in 
Malaysia, a part of the world she has not yet visited and which has 
another set of languages and customs. 

“Casi is so courageous, so willing to ask what she can do to serve 
and so willing to grow,” Giusti said. “She is an extraordinary 
person.”

NATIVE AMERICAN STUDIES

Native American Studies’ new course, NASX 470/570, 
“Indigenous Planning,” is part of a larger effort called the Native 
Land Project, which seeks to develop partnerships with tribes 
around issues of land tenure and reservation economics, while also 
providing students with useful skills in areas of relevance to tribal 
governments and reservation communities.

The Native Land Project, which is housed in the Department 
of Native American Studies at MSU, is an applied research 
initiative that aims to document and generate research on 
Indigenous land and planning that is useful to planners and 
others working on issues in the interest of First Peoples in the 
Northern Rockies region.

Grounded in Native American Studies and the emerging field of 
Indigenous Planning, the project aims to engage active planning 
practitioners in Indian country, beginning with the Amskapi 
Pikuni (Blackfeet), to co-produce knowledge and document 
their work; help prepare the next generation of planners through 
training, service and professional projects; facilitate a network 
of Indigenous Planning Excellence across the region to share 
best practices; and share findings with professional planners and 
academics.

The new “Indigenous Planning” course is open to undergraduate 
or graduate students enrolled at MSU, as well professionals 
working in the field of community planning. It focuses on 
contemporary strategic planning, and Indigenous community and 
economic development, including political perspectives, legal and 
cultural protocols, values, social structure, development economics 
and traditional knowledge of American Indian, Alaska Native 
and Pacific Islander peoples. The course provides a substantive 
introduction to the field of strategic planning and offers both 
professional skills and a completed portfolio project. It is offered 
for the first time as an online course during fall 2017 and again as 
a blended course (online and in person) during spring 2018.

The instructor is Christopher Carter, a regional planner who 
works with indigenous governments, cities, counties and 
non-governmental organizations on land use, water, flood risk, 
economic development, climate adaptation and environmental 
planning. 

Pow wow grand entry from the planner’s view. Amskapi Pikuni, Niitsitapi Territories, 2017.  
Photo courtesy of Christopher Carter and the MSU Native Land Project.

Casianne Lund.
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Laura Sampson, who earned her doctorate in 2014 from 
the Department of Physics, was named a Women in Science 
Fellow by the L’Oréal USA For Women in Science fellowship 
program. Sampson’s doctoral work at MSU contributed to the 
groundbreaking first detection of gravitational waves in 2016.

The award provides Sampson with $60,000 to advance her 
postdoctoral research and includes visits to the White House, 
National Academy of Sciences, a New Jersey public school and 
L’Oréal headquarters.

Sampson is one of five winners of the fellowship, which is 
awarded to women scientists based on evaluations of their 
intellectual merit, research potential, scientific excellence 
and commitment to supporting women and girls in science, 
according to a press release by the L’Oréal Foundation. 
Experienced scientists in the candidates’ respective fields 
reviewed the applications through a partnership with the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science, which 
manages the application process.

Sampson, of Boulder, Colo., is currently pursuing postdoctoral 
studies at Northwestern University’s Center for Interdisciplinary 
Exploration and Research in Astrophysics, or CIERA.

“Strong mentoring relationships have been shown to be important 
for both men and women, but are stronger predictors of women’s 
success than men’s,” Sampson said. “It has also been shown that 
developing these relationships is easier between people of the same 
gender, and so I see it as one of the most obvious things I can do 
to help young women in STEM.”

Laura Sampson. Photo Courtesy of L’Oreal USA.

POLITICAL SCIENCE 

Teams of students from the Model United Nations student 
club at Montana State University won top awards at the 
Model United Nations of the Far West (MUNFW) conference 
held in April in San Francisco.

Jenna Rhoads, a graduating senior in political science from 
Bozeman, was selected to speak in front of approximately 
500 people at the opening plenary, or meeting attended by all 
MUNFW conference participants.

“This selection is the highest group honor awarded at the 
conference,” said Eric Raile, an assistant professor of political 
science and club adviser. 

Rhoads said speaking in front of the plenary in San Francisco 
was particularly significant for her. It was the third and final time 
Rhoads had attended a Model Nations Conference, which helped 
her develop skills in public speaking, resolution writing, and 
coalition building and collaboration.

“I continue to believe that these experiences have been 
fundamental in developing my skills as a student, such as my 
ability to collaborate with diverse groups,” Rhoads said. “These 
experiences have also enhanced my critical thinking skills and 
have allowed me to practice public speaking and different kinds 
of writing.”

The conference drew representatives from universities throughout 
the U.S. Selection is based on the quality of written materials 
submitted prior to the conference, including policy statements, 
resolutions and country profiles. Representatives from four 
countries, or teams, out of 80 addressed the opening plenary.

“All three countries represented by MSU students won diplomacy 
awards at the MUNFW conference,” Raile said. MSU teams 
represented the countries of Ethiopia, Hungary and the 
Philippines. “This is the second consecutive year our students have 
achieved this impressive feat.”

MSU student Emily Stimac, right, representing Hungary, votes at the Model United Nations of 
the Far West conference. Photo courtesy of Eric Raile.
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PSYCHOLOGY 

In May, Mariana Olsen became MSU’s first-ever doctoral 
candidate in psychological science. Olsen successfully 
completed her comprehensive exam and has started work on 
her dissertation examining executive function in domestic dogs 
(Canis lupus familiaris). Olsen received her master’s degree in 
psychology from MSU in 2014. During her time in the master’s 
program, she received the award for “outstanding graduate 
student” both years. 

Although her true passion has always been in understanding 
canine behavior, her master’s thesis was focused on human 
attention and peoples’ use of attentional control to overcome 
conflict between competing behavioral responses. In the Ph.D. 
program, she is studying canine cognition under the mentorship 
of her master’s adviser, professor Keith Hutchison, and also Sara 
Waller, associate professor of philosophy in the Department 
of History and Philosophy. This interdisciplinary training has 
already led to two peer-reviewed publications this past year. One 
on pre-cuing human attentional control in Attention, Perception 
& Psychophysics and one on classification of feral cat vocalizations 
in Current Zoology. 

Upon finishing her dissertation, Olsen hopes to continue 
researching canine executive function, and find ways of 
translating findings from the canine cognition field to enhance 
the human-dog bond and general dog welfare.

SOCIOLOGY & ANTHROPOLOGY

Archaeological analysis is the ultimate hands-on activity 
for learning about the human past. Objects must be washed, 
catalogued and measured as part of the analytical process. 
Students taking classes that require close examination of stone 
tools, animal bones or the human skeleton—activities that are 
time intensive and require layout space—have previously done 
this in a small, cramped space on the first floor of Wilson Hall. 
Like many things in archaeology, this is all in the past. 

As part of a larger project to rearrange space in Wilson Hall in 
order to improve student services and facilities, the archaeology 
lab now has a new home on the second floor of Wilson Hall. 
The renovation and move to a new space has yielded additional 
storage capacity, a sink for cleaning specimens, and tables and 
chairs for upwards of 20 students. The new archaeology lab will 
not only house many archaeological collections, but will contain 
ample space for students conducting archaeological analyses for 
independent study projects and class-based projects. 

More importantly, for the first time the lab space will be 
sufficiently large enough for classroom instruction. With mobile 
tables and chairs, the room can rapidly be reconfigured to 
meet the needs of both classroom instruction and laboratory-
based class activities. It is expected that this new space will 
better facilitate student-based, hands-on learning for MSU 
anthropology majors.

Anthropology major Matthew Kennedy retrieves a speciman from the renovated archaeology 
lab. Photo by Jay Szott.

Mariana Olsen.
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Fiona Grubin from Boulder, Colo., graduated in May 2017 
with a degree in psychology. During her time at MSU, Grubin 
received three student travel grants from the College of Letters 
and Science that helped her travel to professional conferences and 
meetings to give poster presentations on her undergraduate research.

In fall 2015, Grubin received a $500 grant to travel to the 
annual convention of the Association for Behavioral and 
Cognitive Therapies in Chicago, Ill. to present her qualitative 
research findings on the causes of suicide in rural Alaska 
Native communities. Her poster presented the findings of her 
undergraduate research project entitled “Perceptions of Suicide 
Causes and Prevention Strategies Among Rural Alaska Natives.”

“This was my first conference and I realized what opportunities 
were available to me in an academic and research-focused setting,” 
Grubin said about the impact of the experience. 

In fall 2016, she received a $350 grant that enabled her to travel 
to Pablo, Mont. to attend and present a poster at the annual 
meeting of the American Indigenous Research Association at 
Salish Kootenai College on the Flathead Reservation. She again 
presented her poster about the causes and prevention of suicide 
in Native communities in rural Alaska, and had the opportunity 
to learn about research focused on indigenous communities from 
around the world.

Most recently, in spring 2017, Grubin received a $400 
travel grant to attend the Western Psychological 
Association convention in Sacramento, Calif. and 
present her research on how subtle racism impacts 
students’ health at MSU. The title of her presentation 
was, “Students of Color at Montana State University: 
Racial Microaggressions and Protective Factors.”

“This conference was attended by lots of other students 
and I was able to explore the other poster sessions and 
symposia at the conference where I learned a lot about 
other psychological research,” said Grubin. “I made 
lots of connections and got a lot of ideas for future 
research projects at this conference. I am so grateful for 
the support provided to me by this travel grant and the 
experience and knowledge I gained at the conference 
helped me further my own academic and career goals.”

“As an undergraduate student, this experience presenting 
at a conference is invaluable and has helped make 
[Fiona] an extremely attractive applicant for future 
graduate programs,” said Monica Skewes, assistant 
professor of psychology and Grubin’s adviser. “I’m 
excited to see how her career unfolds.”

Grubin intends to attend graduate school for a degree 
in public health and eventually work in global public 
health. 

The College of Letters and Science’s student travel grant program 
provides critical support to undergraduate and graduate students, 
enabling them to present original research, papers or posters at 
professional and academic conferences. The program is partially 
funded with private donations to the college. If you would like to 
contribute to student travel grants, or other vital student support 
programs in the College of Letters and Science, please consider 
making a gift to the college by visiting  
www.msuaf.org/give-confluence.

Fiona Grubin with her poster on her research about racial microaggressions. Image courtesy 
of Fiona Grubin.

For more information  
about giving to the 
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please contact Shannon Schumacher,  
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or shannon.schumacher@msuaf.org.
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Mrs. Colleen & Mr. Parker Lee
Dr. Chi-Tang & Mrs. Yen Li
Dr. Thomas Livinghouse
Liz Claiborne & Art Ortenberg Fndtn
Lockheed Martin Corporation
Mr. Jeremiah & Mrs. Teri Lynch
Dr. Marlene Mackie-Deal
Mr. Whitney MacMillan Jr. & Mrs. 

Elizabeth MacMillan
Marathon Oil Corporation
Microsoft Corporation
Dr. Arthur & Mrs. Kathleen Miller
Montana Association of Geographic 

Information Professionals
Montana Community Foundation
Montana Trout Foundation
Montana Trout Unlimited
Dr. David & Mrs. Linda Nelson
New England Aquarium
NewFields
Northrop Grumman Space Technology
Dr. Rodney & Mrs. Del Otzenberger
Mrs. Patti Pagels
Mr. James & Mrs. Carol Patton
Pew Charitable Trusts
Ms. Elise Phares
Phillip Kopriva Family Charitable 

Foundation
Mr. Charles Pinkava
Piper Family Fund-Minneapolis 

Foundation
PPV
Mr. David Quammen & Dr. Betsy 

Gaines Quammen
Renaissance Charitable Foundation, 

Inc.
Robert S. & Grayce B. Kerr Foundation
Dr. Jean Robinson
Mrs. Sandra Roe
Rosenberry Charitable Term Trust
Mr. Philip & Mrs. Elizabeth Rosenberry
Mr. Phil & Mrs. Lee Rostad
Mr. Steve Rovig & Mr. Brian Giddens
Ms. Pleasant Rowland
Ms. Hallie Rugheimer
Mrs. Connie Rumely

Dr. Gary Sackett
Dr. Joseph Sample
Dr. Jerry Sanders
Mr. Ben & Mrs. Sue Schmitt
Mr. Paul & Ms. Janette Schuele
Mr. James & Mrs. Christine Scott
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux 

Community
Shell Oil Co. Foundation
Simms Fishing Products
Dr. Donald & Mrs. Noralee Singer
Mr. Denys & Ms. Jane Slater
Dr. Clara Splittstoesser
Mrs. Jennifer Stanley
Dr. William & Mrs. Donna Stannard
Dr. Otto Stevens, DDS & Mrs. Shirley 

Stevens
Ms. Trish Stevenson
Dr. Gary Stoner
Mrs. Natalie Stoner
Dr. David Street, MD & Mrs. Karen 

Street
Susan Scott Heyneman Foundation
Dr. Timothy & Mrs. Anne Swager
Dr. William Swartz Jr.
Mrs. Janet Swenson
Mrs. Judith Taylor & Mr. Edward Brown
Tektronix Company
The Sheldon and Audrey Katz 

Foundation, Inc.
The Taylor Group
The Wildwood Foundation
Dr. Bill Tietz & Mrs. Gwen Massey-Tietz
Dr. John Tkach
Tordik Wildlife Foundation, Inc.
Dr. Krishna Tummala
Ms. Hilary Vandal-Mednick
Vecta Oil & Gas Ltd.
Mrs. Janice & Mr. Norman Vigre
Mr. Michael Wagner, CPA & Mrs. Judy 

Wagner
Mr. Edward Walsh
Mr. Dennis & Mrs. Phyllis Washington
Mr. James Watson & Ms. Carol Bibler
Dr. Irving Weissman & Mrs. Ann 

Tsukamoto-Weissman
Mr. Albert & Mrs. Susan Wells
WEM Foundation
Mr. Jerry Wenger
Mr. Robert Weyerhaeuser
Wild Sheep Foundation
Mr. Jamie Wilder
Mrs. Sandra Wilkins
Dr. Andrea Williams
Dr. Roger Woodriff
Mr. John & Mrs. J. Kristi Yarnall
Mr. Thomas Zadick

THE DE AN’S CIRCLE

The Dean’s Circle recognizes alumni and friends whose cumulative lifetime gifts to the College of Letters and Science total 
$10,000 or more. We are grateful to this growing group for its loyalty and tremendous support of the college.
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$10,000 AND OVER

American Chemical Society*
Mrs. Anne & Mr. Jim Banks
Mrs. Victoria & Mr. Peter Barnick
Chief Petty Officer Teddy Birnieº
Mrs. Dorothy Bracken
Mr. Evan & Mrs. Amy Buchanan
Mr. Charles III &  

Mrs. Mary Ann Burgess
Ms. Julianne Bye
Dr. Harlan & Mrs. Terri Byker
Ms. Susan Carstensen &  

Mr. Larry Haferman
Dr. Patrick & Mrs. Victoria Cleveland
Dr. Dorothy Dannis*
Mrs. Elise Donohueº
Ms. Susan Dougherty*
Mrs. Ann Dye
Elise R. Donohue Charitable Trust
Exxon Mobil Foundation*
Foundation for Community Vitality
Dr. Marty & Mrs. Mary Hamilton
Dr. Nicholas Hether &  

Ms. Carol Belohlavek
Mrs. Susan Heyneman
Mr. Reed & Mrs. Elaine Howald
Montana Trout Foundation
Montana Trout Unlimited
Northrop Grumman Space Technology
Ms. Elise Phares
Phillip Kopriva Family Charitable 

Foundation
Renaissance Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Steve Rovig & Mr. Brian Giddens*
Dr. Gary Sackett
Mr. James & Mrs. Christine Scott
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux 

Community
Dr. Donald & Mrs. Noralee Singer*
Dr. David Street, MD &  

Mrs. Karen Street
Mrs. Janet Swenson
Mrs. Judith Taylor &  

Mr. Edward Brown
The Taylor Group
Mrs. Janice & Mr. Norman Vigre
Dr. Roger Woodriff

Mr. John & Mrs. J. Kristi Yarnall

$5,000 AND OVER

American Indian Institute, Inc.
Mr. Robert & Mrs. Kathryn Buckles*
Dr. Jerry Coffey & Ms. Karen Williams
Community Foundation Serving SW 

Colorado
Mr. Howard & Mrs. Janece Johnson*
Mr. Dave & Mrs. Serene Klumpar
Patagonia
Rosenberry Charitable Term Trust
Mr. Philip & Mrs. Elizabeth Rosenberry
Mrs. Connie Rumely*
Dr. Otto Stevens, DDS &  

Mrs. Shirley Stevens*
Dr. William Swartz Jr.*

$1,000 AND OVER

Mr. Michael Amdahl
Mrs. Joann & Dr. John Amend*
Andrew M Bernhard Irrevocable Trust*
Anvil Corporation Rocky Mountain 

Region
Mr. Richard Aram
Barnard Construction Co., Inc.
Mr. Timothy & Mrs. Mary Barnard
Belsey Consulting
Mr. George & Mrs. Phyllis Belsey
Mrs. Marjorie Burgan*
Dr. Ronald Burghard*
Charlotte & Edward Wheeler 

Foundation Inc.
Mr. Frank Chauner
Mr. Greg & Mrs. Kelly Collins
Ms. Heather Dietz
Mr. Doug Downs
Mr. Frank Freyer III & Mrs. Jo-El Freyer
Friends of Bandelier, Inc.
Lt. Col. Ronald & Dr. Julie Furstenau*
Mr. David & Mrs. Lori Gillam
Mr. Colin & Mrs. Claire Hames
Dr. Suzanne Held
Mr. Dick & Mrs. Marjorie Johnson
Mr. Garrett Lankford
Ms. Mary Lukin*

Dr. James & Ms. Laura MacMillan
Dr. Donald & Mrs. Judy Mathre
Ms. Mary Jane McGarity
Dr. Arthur & Mrs. Kathleen Miller
Mr. Jim & Mrs. Mary Mitchell*
NewFields Mining & Energy Services, 

LLC
Dr. Rodney & Mrs. Del Otzenberger
Mr. David Quammen & Dr. Betsy Gaines 

Quammen*
Dr. Nic Rae & Mr. Bill Walker
Mr. Paul & Ms. Janette Schuele*
Mr. Suryakant & Mrs. Mrudula Shukla
Mr. Gerald Siegmyer
Dr. Bradley & Mrs. Reilly Snow
Mr. Larry Springer
Dr. William & Mrs. Donna Stannard*
Dr. Timothy & Mrs. Anne Swager*
The Implementation Group Inc.
The Wildwood Foundation*
Dr. Russell Walker & Mrs. Judy Tucker*
Mr. James Watson & Ms. Carol Bibler
Dr. Irving Weissman &  

Mrs. Ann Tsukamoto-Weissman
Mr. Jamie Wilder*
Mr. Kevin Wright
Mr. Thomas Zadick*

$500 AND OVER

Mrs. Virginia & Mr. Gary Aho
Baxter International Foundation
Dr. Michael &  

Mrs. Jacqueline Bjorklund
Mr. Jay Boak*
ConocoPhillips*
Mr. Elliott III & Mrs. Rosemary Converse
Prof. Dennis Daley*
Mr. Lawrence Durland Jr. &  

Mrs. Mary Durland
Elsevier
Fanwood Foundation*
Mr. Thomas & Mrs. Karen Flynn
Mr. Charles & Mrs. Gloria Garrison
Mr. Marshall & Mrs. Elaine Gingery*
Mr. Marc & Mrs. Carla Gomez
Mrs. Susanna & Mr. John Graves
Mr. Earl & Mrs. Dorothy Griffith

Mr. Rance & Dr. Alison Harmon
Howcroft Field Service Inc.
Ms. Karen & Mr. Thomas Howcroft
Dr. Rodney Hoxsey, MD &  

Mrs. Claudia Hoxsey
Mrs. Karin Ilg
Mr. Philip Ilgº
Mr. Jerry Malmo
Mr. Kenneth Mares
Mr. Ronald Matelich & Ms. Swithin 

McGrath*
Mr. Michael & Mrs. Sandra McManus
Dr. Sig Nottingham, DVM &  

Ms. Kathryn Nottingham
Mrs. Vanona Olsen
Piper Jaffray, Inc.
Procter & Gamble Company
Mr. Jim & Mrs. Jeanne Rolph
Dr. Peter Sadowski, PhD &  

Mrs. Marcia Sadowski
Ms. Shannon & Mr. Aaron Schumacher
Mr. Joshua & Mrs. Jenna Sears
Mr. Bruce & Mrs. Kathleen Shively
Mr. Gregory & Mrs. Monica Shouse*
Mr. Robert Smith
Mr. Arthur & Mrs. Mary Vender
Mr. Gerald & Mrs. Ardis Voecks
Mr. KC & Mrs. Karen Walsh*
Mrs. Christal Winterrowd
Mr. Ming Zhu & Ms. Jenny Cai

$250 AND OVER

Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund
Dr. Richard & Mrs. Virginia Bell*
Mrs. Faye Bergan & Mr. Jerry Wells*
Mr. Carl Camper Jr. &  

Ms. Joyce Camper
Dr. Robert Chew*
Clearwater Paper Corporation
Ms. Janelle Coburn
Dr. Willis Conover Jr.*
Mr. Jim Conzelman
Mr. Tim Crawford &  

Dr. Katherine Hansen
Dr. Paul & Mrs. Catherine Dawson*
Dr. Alexander & Mrs. Lois Dickison*
Mr. Mick & Mrs. Kris Diede

ANNUAL GIV ING
This report gratefully recognizes the generosity of the many alumni and friends who provide vital support to 

the College of Letters and Science.

The college, like the university, operates on a fiscal-year calendar. Gifts listed in the Annual Giving section were received 
between July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017. If you believe we have made an error, please contact the college’s director of 

development at 406-994-4157 so that we may recognize you appropriately and accurately in future publications.
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Mr. James & Mrs. Erica Dungan
Dr. Harold Enebo
Dr. Donald Fenbert &  

Dr. Valerie Randolph
Fidelity Investments Charitable  

Gift Fund
Mr. Terry Grotbo & Mrs. Lorrie Grotbo, RN
Dr. Leonard &  

Mrs. Katheryn Gunderson
Dr. Marla Hall*
Mr. Stephen Harlan
Dr. David & Mrs. Mary Houghland
IBM
Ms. Malina Kirn
Langhorne Associates
Dr. John Langhorne Jr., PhD &  

Mrs. Mary Langhorne*
Mr. James Ley*
Mr. James & Mrs. Cheryl Lingle
Lockheed Martin Corporation*
Mrs. Susan Logsdon
Mr. Keith & Ms. Lisa McKinniss
Mobil Retirees
Mr. David Moody
Mr. Clark & Mrs. Georgia Morgan*
Mr. Ronald Olson
Mrs. Judith Onslow
Mr. Kyler Pallister
Paypal Holdings, Inc.
Dr. Raymond M. Peterson, MD &  

Ms. Sylvia Peterson*
Mr. Bert & Mrs. Jo Ann Reinauer
Dr. Randall Ryti & Dr. Wendy Swanson
Mrs. Karen & Mr. John Savage
Mr. J.P. Taylor
Mr. Lee Van Nice, PhD &  

Mrs. Helen Van Nice*
Mr. Michael Wagner, CPA &  

Mrs. Judy Wagner
Mrs. Daphne & Mr. Scott White*

UP TO $250

Mr. Gary & Mrs. Peggy Aasheim
Dr. Leon & Mrs. Sallie Abbas
Mr. Bennett Ahearn
Mr. Roger & Mrs. Marcia Ala*
Mrs. Katherine & Mr. Richard Aldrich
Ms. Linda Alexander
Mrs. Rita & Mr. Larry Allen
Ms. Kathleen Amati
Ms. Pamela Anderson
Mr. Richard Anderson
Mr. Paul & Mrs. Carol Andrus
AON Foundation
Mrs. Audrey & Mr. Larry Ardison
Dr. Stephen Arnon
Mr. Dana & Mrs. Kelly Audet
Ms. Ruby Backer

Mr. Michael & Dr. Pamela Baeten
Mr. Timothy & Mrs. Sue Bailey
Mr. George Baker
Mr. Vaughn Baker*
Mrs. Nancy & Mr. Robert Balcer
Mrs. Margaret & Mr. Robert Balke
Mr. Tom Barnhart
Dr. Karen & Dr. Robert Bartelt
Mr. Darryl Barton
Mr. William & Mrs. Cynthia Battison*
Mr. William & Ms. Margo Bennett
Mr. Larry Bentsen, PhD &  

Mrs. Susan Bentsen*
Dr. James & Mrs. Janet Bergum*
Mr. John & Mrs. Patricia Best
Ms. Katie Biehl*
Big Hole Lodge*
Mr. Ronald & Mrs. Mary Billstein
Mrs. Carol Birckhead
Dr. Gary Bissonnette
Dr. Kristi & Mr. Kendall Blackburn
Boeing Company
Mr. Nyle Bolliger &  

Mrs. Susan Furlong-Bolliger
Ms. Carol & Mr. Richard Bondy
Ms. Denise Boucher
Mr. Michael Boyd
Mrs. Linda Boyko-Cornue &  

Mr. Michael Cornue
Ms. Glenda & Mr. Stan Bradshaw*
Dr. Dennis Brady
Mr. Ronald & Ms. Arlene Braff
Dr. Dean & Mrs. Sharon Branson
Dr. Robert Brebrick Jr.
Mrs. Maroldean Brooks
Mr. Charles & Mrs. Sally Broughton
Ms. Jeanne Brown & Mr. James Nelson
Ms. Kathleen & Mr. Alan Browne*
Mrs. Cheryl & Dr. Mark Brunson
Ms. Belinda Buck
Mr. Craig R Buehler, Attorney
Mr. Craig & Mrs. Dee Ann Buehler
Dr. Nathaniel & Ms. Christi Buffington
Mrs. Candice Buley Wagner &  

Mr. Patrick Wagner
Dr. Leonard Bullas
Mr. William Burris Jr.
Mr. James Buska &  

Ms. Josephine Feyhl
Ms. Jeanne Marie Callahan &  

Mr. Scott Bohr
Cambia Health Solutions Foundation
Ms. Mary Cameron
Mr. Jeffrey & Mrs. Michelle Carda
Ms. Kari Cargill
Mr. Bourck & Mrs. Renee Cashmore
Dr. Peter & Mrs. Kathleen Castric
Ms. Bridget Cavanaugh
Dr. Joseph Cavanaugh

Mr. Greg Chart*
Dr. Wynde Cheek Ford &  

Dr. Nicholas Ford
Mrs. Trucilla & Mr. H.P. Chin*
Mr. John Christensen Jr. &  

Mrs. Ellen Christensen
Ms. Beverly Clark
Ms. Gail & Mr. David Colglazier
Mr. Byron Collison
Mr. Ralph Conone
Mrs. Ruth Cononeº
Ms. Erin Corcoran
Mrs. Ann & Mr. Joseph Costello
Mr. Thomas Cowan &  

Mrs. Judy Cowan, RN
Ms. Sharon Crawford*
Mr. William & Mrs. Sarah Dakin
Col. Mark Daniels, Ret. &  

Mrs. Lois Daniels
Mr. George Darragh
Ms. Juliana Dean
Dr. Michael DeGrandpre
Mrs. Robin & Mr. John Denick
Mr. Casey Denning
Mr. Kenneth Depner
Mr. David & Mrs. Patricia Dickey
Dr. Michael Dillard &  

Mrs. Janet VanDaveer Dillard
Mrs. Phyllis Dolan-Gilreath &  

Mr. Steven Gilreath
Dr. Matthew Domek
Mr. Kirkwood Donavin
Mrs. Sharon & Dr. Peter Dorfman
Dr. John & Mrs. Vera Doull
Dow Chemical Company Foundation
Mr. Larry Downer &  

Mrs. Nancy Ferguson-Downer
Dr. Stephen Gullings, DDS
Ms. Anne Draper*
Mr. Drew & Mrs. Sharyn Dye
Mr. Kurt Dyer
Mr. Ray Easter
Mr. Robert Eastwood, MD &  

Mrs. Cathy Eastwood
Mr. Maurice & Mrs. Donna Edwards*
Mr. Douglas & Mrs. Nancy Elliott
Mrs. Mildred Elrick &  

Mr. Richard Elrick II
Mr. Jeffery & Mrs. Jennifer Erickson
Ms. Jeanien Fallows
Mr. Richard Farrant
Mr. Craig Fellin*
Dr. Stephen &  

Mrs. Constance Ferguson
Mr. Bryan & Mrs. Jeanine Fillinger
Mr. Patrick Finnegan
Mr. John & Mrs. Linda Firebaugh
Mr. Matthew Fisher
Mrs. Jo & Mr. Waldo Forbes

Ms. Kimberly Forsythe &  
Mr. Thomas Butler

Mr. Perry & Mrs. Maria Francis
Mr. Anthony Frank, DDS &  

Ms. Emily Frank
Ms. Holly Franz
Prof. Susan Freeman*
Mr. Kevin Frey
Mr. Warren & Mrs. Catherine Gamas
Ms. Lori Gates
Mrs. Brenda Gilbert
Mr. Wayne Gildroy
Mr. Colt Gill
GM Chart Carpentry*
Mr. Tom & Mrs. Elizabeth Goodrich
Mr. Mark & Mrs. Barbara Gorges
Ms. Susan Grad
Mr. Derrick Gratwohl
Dr. Darren & Mrs. Michelle Gray
Dr. Stephen Gullings
Mr. Carl Gysler
Mr. James & Mrs. Mary Jo Hamling
Mr. Bruce & Mrs. Beth Hammell
Dr. Jim Hansen
Mr. Robert & Mrs. Linda Hansen
Ms. Stephenne Harding
Mr. John P. Hargrove
Mr. Steven & Mrs. Joni Harman
Mr. Robert Harney*
Mr. Edward Harri Jr. &  

Mrs. Patricia Harri*
Mr. John Harris
Mr. Chester & Mrs. Margaret Haun*
Dr. Daniel Hawkins, PhD
Mr. Kevin Hayes
Mrs. Karen Hedden &  

Dr. Steven Hedden, DVM
Mr. Donald & Mrs. Ardythe Hedges
Mr. Steven & Mrs. Donna Hedman
Mr. Jeff Hedstrom
Mr. William Heinecke
Mr. Lenny Held & Ms. Marilynn Hausser
Mr. Gary & Mrs. Lynn Hellenga
Ms. Paulette Helm & Mr. Frank Helm III
Mr. Joshua Hemsath
Mr. Zachariah Hennager
Mrs. Molly & Mr. Gary Hepper
Mr. Mark Herbert
Mr. Rand Herzberg
Mr. Jason Hew
Mr. Tom & Mrs. Karen Heyneman
Ms. Jean Hill
Ms. Alice Hinck
Dr. Huddee Ho, PhD &  

Mrs. Zhuoning Ho
Dr. Laura & Mr. John Holte
Mr. George Holton
Mr. Tom Hom & Mrs. Mae Rosok*
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Homer A. & Mildred S. Scott Foundation
Mr. Charles & Mrs. Vicki Hone*
Ms. Victoria Hucke
Mr. Michael Hudson*
Mr. Donald & Mrs. Leslie Huffman*
Ms. Susan Hulslander
Ms. Chris Imhoff*
J.P. Morgan Chase & Company
Dr. Cindy Jacobs
Mrs. Barbara & Hon. Greg Jergeson
Dr. John & Mrs. Barbara Johnson*
Mrs. Maurine Jones
Dr. Melissa Jurica &  

Mr. Hidebumi Kawatsure*
Kaiser Permanente Northwest
Mr. Gregory & Mrs. Wendy Kastelitz
Mrs. Julia & Mr. David Kelsoe
Mr. Darrin & Mrs. Leann Kenelty
Dr. Robert & Mrs. Mary Kerr*
Mr. Scott & Mrs. Kari Kerr
Mr. Neal & Mrs. Ann Kerzman
Dr. Amy Kieke & Mr. Burney Kieke Jr.
Mrs. Jean Kiesel*
Ms. Un Kim
Mr. Jerry & Mrs. Judy Kinkade
Mr. Rob & Mrs. Shannon Klatt
Mrs. Lavonne & Mr. Herb Koenig
Mrs. Dana Kopp
Mrs. Rose Krebill-Prather &  

Mr. Tim Prather
Ms. Diana Kujawa
Dr. Mary Kujawa
Mrs. Grace Lacy
Mrs. Emily & Mr. Nicholas LaGiglia
Mr. Bryan & Ms. Donna Lail
Mrs. Nancy Landgren &  

Mr. Robert Clark
Mr. Michael Larkin*
Mr. Delano & Mrs. Sherri Lawin
Dr. Ben Laws Jr. & Mrs. Kathleen Laws
Ms. Michelle Laxson
Mr. Douglas Layne
Dr. Morgan & Dr. Mindy Leach
Dr. Mark & Mrs. Cecilia LeChevallier
Mr. John & Mrs. Susan Leland*
Mr. Terry Lemley, PhD &  

Mrs. Susan Lemley
Mr. David Lentz*
Mr. Joseph Levitt
Ms. Desiree Linder
Ms. Dorothea Lintz
Dr. Lance Loberg
Mr. Rock Lovec
Dr. Milton & Mrs. Sandra Loyer
Dr. Bruce & Mrs. Sue Lund
Ms. Sue Luptovic
Dr. Dennis Lutz, MD & Mrs. Meryl Lutz*
Mr. Charles & Mrs. Shelly Lynch
Mr. Jeremiah & Mrs. Teri Lynch

Ms. Jean MacInnes*
Ms. Susan Main & Mr. Elliot Rockler
Mrs. Brenda & Mr. Jerry Majdic*
Mr. John Majerus*
Mr. Shane Majszak
Ms. Bridgid Malee-Rubin &  

Dr. Ronald Rubin
Dr. Kirk Manfredi*
Mr. Douglas Mann*
Dr. William Marchese
Mr. Ronald & Mrs. Barb Marcoux
Dr. Ramona Marotz-Baden &  

Dr. John Baden
Ms. Angela Marshall
Ms. Terryl Matt
Ms. E. A. Mauch
Mr. Randall Mautz
Mrs. Teri & Mr. Jeffrey Mazer
Mr. Richard McBee Jr. &  

Mrs. Pamela McBee
Dr. George McClure Jr.
Mr. John McEwen & Ms. Mary Musil
Mr. Jim & Mrs. Marilyn McGinnis
Mr. John & Mrs. Jo McGreevey
Ms. Kate McKamey
Mr. Wallace & Mrs. Ruth McRae
Mr. Cleveland & Mrs. Lavonne Metcalf
Ms. Marianne Meyer
Microsoft Corporation
Mr. Ross & Mrs. Terri Middlemist*
Ms. Alyson Mike
Mr. Kevin Milch
Ms. Camille Miller
Mr. John & Mrs. Debra Miller*
Ms. Marguerite Miller
Mr. Mark & Mrs. Anne Miller
Dr. Pranab & Mrs. Soma Mishra
Dr. Rex Moats & Ms. Eliza Whitman
Mr. Chris Monsour
Mr. Ian Montgomery
Mr. Mike & Mrs. Nancy Mortier
Ms. Georgia Moulton*
Dr. Raymond Mueller
Mrs. Jeri & Dr. Edward Mulrow
Dr. Paul & Mrs. JoAnn Muneta
Mrs. Emily & Mr. John Murphy
Mr. Harold & Mrs. Marilyn Nash*
Mr. Charles Nauck
Mr. Lowell & Mrs. Yvonne Nelson
Mr. R.C. Nelson Jr. & Mrs. Mary Nelson
Dr. Clyde & Ms. Judith Neu
Ms. Christine Newlon &  

Mr. William Wolber
Mr. Timothy Newman
Mrs. Susan Nichols-Roughton &  

Mr. Bob Roughton
Mr. Todd & Mrs. Kimberly Nichols
Mr. Harvey Nyberg
Dr. Karen Nyrop

Mr. Michael & Mrs. Janna O’Brien
Mr. Gary & Mrs. Diana Ochsner
Ms. Lynell Odenbach & Mr. Kim Widup
Dr. Erika Offerdahl
Mr. Jeff Ohman
Ms. Janet & Mr. Tim Olsen
Dr. Gerald & Mrs. Leanna Olson
Mr. Joseph Olson &  

Ms. Susan Kha-Olson*
Col. Jerry Osburnsen, USAF Ret. & Mrs. 

Arlene Osburnsen*
Mr. Brant Oswald & Ms. Pauline 

Ziniker*
Dr. Joel & Mrs. Carol Padmore*
Mr. Steven Palmer
Dr. Wayne & Mrs. Sally Park
Mr. John & Mrs. Kathryn Parker
Mr. Phillip Parker
Mr. Matt & Mrs. Sierra Parsons
Mr. Bob & Mrs. Diana Paulus
Dr. Roger & Ms. Leota Pearson
Ms. Alyssa Peck &  

Mr. Cameron Fromong
Ms. Darlene Peck
Mr. Roger Pedersen
Mr. Stephen Personius*
Pfizer, Inc.*
Ms. Ly-Minh Pham*
Mr. John & Mrs. Kim Pike
Ms. Melodie & Mr. Darin Pike
Mr. Michael Pipp
Mr. Leo & Ms. Delores Platteter
Mr. Michael Poston, PhD &  

Mrs. Annette Poston
Mr. Matthew Poynter
Mr. Scott & Mrs. Leah Pozder
Mr. Stephen & Mrs. Connie Pray
Mr. Charles Preston-Townsend
Pyevich Living Trust
R & S Wilson Ranch LLC
Mrs. Stacy & Mr. Dan Radke
Ms. Cynthia Rakowski*
Mrs. Dorothy Randall
Mr. Zachary Reid
Lt. Col. Tanya Reinhardt, US Army Ret. & 

Lt. Col. Brent Reinhardt
Lt. Col. Curtis Reynolds Jr.*
Mrs. Rina & Dr. David Reynolds*
Mr. Mark Richman
Mrs. Susan & Mr. Robert Riehl*
Dr. Bruce & Mrs. Peggie Riley*
Dr. Kyle & Ms. Beth Riley*
Dr. Carley Robertson
Roche Diagnostics Corporation, USA
Ms. Bronwyn Rolph
Mr. Donald Ross
Mrs. Hope Roszell & Mr. Gary Roszell
Mrs. Donna & Rev. James Rudiger*
Mrs. Marie Ruzicka

Ms. Carolyn Ryffel*
Dr. Steven Sahyun &  

Ms. Martha Donnelly
Dr. Linda Sargent Wood &  

Mr. Leonard Wood
Ms. Anne Sarno
Ms. Diana Saros
Mrs. Karen & Dr. Dennis Schreffler
Ms. Julie Schreibvogel
Mr. William Schroeder
Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories, 

Inc.
Mrs. Susan Senn, CPA &  

Mr. Kenneth Senn*
Mr. Steven Shay
Shell Oil Co. Foundation
Mr. Ronald & Mrs. Cyndie Sherer
Dr. Darryl & Ms. Shelly Siemer
Mr. Michael & Mrs. Mary Ann Sierz*
Mr. Robert Sikonia
Ms. Del Simon
Ms. Amy Simpson
Mrs. Linda Skaar*
Mr. George & Mrs. Christel Skaer*
Mr. Anthony Slominski
Mrs. Joyce Smith
Mr. Mark & Mrs. Debbie Smith*
Dr. Agata & Mr. Daniel Smoots
Mr. Jim Snyder & Ms. Allison Hupp
Ms. Helen Sohlberg
Dr. Kathleen Solum & Dr. Arthur Wong
Mr. Ben Soukup
Mr. Patrick & Ms. Lorraine Springer
Dr. Rae Stevenson
Mr. Roger Stewart Jr. &  

Mrs. Gayl Stewart
Mr. John & Mrs. Sandra Stice
Mr. James & Ms. Suzanne Stilwell
Mr. Curtis & Mrs. Christine Stinson
Mr. Richard Stout*
Mr. John Stroup
Mr. Jack Sutton
Mr. John & Mrs. Debera Swaney
Mr. Richard Swanson*
Mr. Jim Sweitzer II &  

Mrs. Diana Sweitzer
Mr. Edward & Mrs. Karen Tabacco
Mr. Santo & Mrs. Kathleen Tartivita
Mrs. Elaine Taylor
Mr. Stan Taylor
Ms. Carol Thatcher
Ms. Hannah Thatcher
The Arthur J. Gallagher Foundation
Dr. Brent Thompson &  

Mrs. Kathryn Ensign Thompson
Ms. Dorothy Toneº
Mrs. Shirley Tonkin
Mrs. Karna Town
Ms. Catherine Townsend
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Mr. Charles Tuchschmidt
Mr. Eugene Turner, PhD &  

Mrs. Shirley Turner
Mr. Lawrence Urban
Mrs. Wendi Urie &  

Mr. Michael Cimonetti
Mr. Bob & Mrs. Karin Utzinger
Ms. Patti & Mr. John Van Landingham
Mr. Charles Vance
Ms. Kathleen Vernier
Mrs. Helen & Mr. John Volk
Mr. Richard Ward, PhD &  

Mrs. Shirley Ward*
Warden & Associates, LLC
Mr. William Warden Jr. &  

Mrs. Kathleen Warden
Mr. Mark & Mrs. Mary Claire Warfield
Mr. Sherman Weimer &  

Mrs. Mary Weimer, RN
Ms. M’liss & Mr. Gary Weisner*
Mrs. Betty Wendtland
Dr. David Westpfahl Jr.
Mr. Richard Wharton
Dr. Gloria Wheeler
Dr. Eileen White, DVM &  

Dr. Michael White, DVM
Mr. Lonney White Jr.
Mrs. Maureen Wicks
Ms. Karen Wilcox
Wild Bear Adventures

Mr. Jerry & Mrs. Debra Williams*
Mr. Frank & Mrs. Cheryl Williss
Wilson Gallaher Family Trust
Mr. David Wilson
Mr. John Wilson
Mr. Ron & Ms. Jeraquel Wilson*
Mrs. Shirley Wilson
Dr. Dennis & Ms. B. J. Winslow
Mr. Richard & Mrs. Elsie Wodnik
Dr. Kay Wohlhuter
Dr. Grace Wood
Mr. Mark Woodward
Mr. Walter & Mrs. Bridget Woolbaugh
Mr. Timothy Worley
Mr. Larry & Mrs. Mary Wunderlich

Mr. Glen & Mrs. Cathy Wyatt
Ms. Yihan Xiong
Mrs. Barbara Yeoman
Mr. Cyril & Mrs. Marla Young
Mr. Ron Young
Mr. Mark Zipperer*

 Symbols 
ºDeceased
* Denotes those donors who have 
faithfully supported the college in 
each of the last five years or more.

Montana State University’s success is rooted in the vision and investment of its founders and the dedication of many to create 
the state’s first institution of higher learning in 1893. Today, members of the 1893 Society continue to invest in the future of the 
university. 

The 1893 Society honors and recognizes those who have made a planned gift commitment, as a gift through their estate, a charitable 
gift annuity or charitable remainder trust. 

Through planned gifts, more than 500 alumni and friends have shared their vision for the university’s next generation of successes.

Please consider making MSU and the College of Letters and Science part of your legacy. To learn more, contact the Estate, Trust 
and Gift Planning team at the MSU Alumni Foundation, 800-457-1696 or email plannedgiving@msuaf.org.    

Dr. Loren & Mrs. Evelyn Acton
Dr. Ed Anacker°
Mrs. Anne & Mr. Jim Banks
Mrs. Victoria & Mr. Peter Barnick
Dr. A Beber°
Chief Petty Officer Teddy Birnie°
Dr. Gordon Brittan Jr.  & Mrs. Vanessa 

Brittan
Mr. Charles III & Mrs. Mary Ann Burgess
Mrs. Dorothy Burke°
Dr. Merrill Burlingame°
Ms. Julianne Bye
Dr. Charles Caughlan°
Mrs. Martha & Mr. Robert Cetina
Dr. Patrick & Mrs. Victoria Cleveland
Dr. Jerry Coffey & Ms. Karen Williams
Dr. Dorothy Dannis
Mrs. Marge Dogterom

Mrs. Mary Ely
Dr. Arthur Fry°
Mr. Charles & Mrs. Gloria Garrison
Dr. Margaret Gessaman°
Mr. Jim Goetz & Ms. Jill Davenport
Mrs. Margaret Hausser
Mrs. Helen Heaton°
Dr. John & Mrs. Patricia Hermanson
Mr. John Heyneman°
Mr. Reed & Mrs. Elaine Howald
Mr. Dick & Mrs. Marjorie Johnson
Estate of Robert Lee Kearns°
Mr. Randolph & Dr. Paula Kosted
Mr. Bill & Mrs. Patricia Law
Mr. Stuart Hutton & Mrs. Ying Liu Hutton
Mr. Jeremiah & Mrs. Teri Lynch
Dr. Marlene Mackie-Deal
Mr. John Magaret°

Ms. Kay McConnell°
Ms. Deborah Nebel
Dr. David & Mrs. Linda Nelson
Mr. Elliott Nowacky
Ms. Viola O’Connor°
Mr. Charles Pinkava
Mr. Steve Rovig & Mr. Brian Giddens
Mrs. Connie Rumely
Mr. Alexander Saxton°
Mr. Ben & Mrs. Sue Schmitt
Ms. Mary Shale°
Dr. Donald & Mrs. Noralee Singer
Dr. David Street, MD & Mrs. Karen 

Street
Dr. John Tkach
Ms. Dorothy Tone°
Mr. George Van Fleet°
Mr. William Van Horn°

Mr. Peter VonPrittwitz°
Mr. Michael Wagner, CPA & Mrs. Judy 

Wagner
Mrs. Sandra Wilkins
Dr. Roger Woodriff
Dr. William Zelezny°

Symbols
°Deceased
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