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1   Associate professor David Parker is 
frequently interviewed for political analysis 
and insights  2   Political science major 
Schuyler Kinneman with MSU President Waded 
Cruzado during a senate campaign simulation
3   Department head Linda Young spent 
her sabbatical in South America, including 
Bolivia  4   Janelle Booth received an MPA and 
currently works at MSU's Local Government 
Center  5   Professor Jerry Johnson edited, 
"Knowing Yellowstone," a book about 
Yellowstone National Park's scientific wonders
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POLITICAL SCIENCE AT MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY
The Department of Political Science is committed to fostering student engagement in democratic 
discourse and developing their political knowledge and skills, enabling our graduates to address 
the problems inherent to our ever-changing political and economic landscape.

The faculty members in the Department of Political Science engage students to think 
about Aristotle’s essential questions, “what is the good society” and “what is good 
citizenship.” We encourage multiple lines of inquiry across scales of both space and time. 
Speaking the language of political science—the language of ethics, power, identity, 
globalization, representation and governance—we work cooperatively with our students to 
provide an understanding of how the analysis of political phenomena matters to the wider 
community. 

We train students to be able to analyze ideas, test assumptions and grasp the 
consequences—intended and unintended—of the practices, narratives and policies that 
constitute reasoned political dialogue. Over the breadth of the major, we foster the 
transition from the anecdotal to the empirical, from the realm of opinion to that of 
reasoned argument and justification. 

Our undergraduate program provides our students with a common foundation in political 
science, and then allows specialization in one of four options. Courses are taught by 
faculty who are scholars and practitioners in their fields. Our classes engage students 
through thought-provoking discussion, simulations of political events and moot courts. 
We promote active student learning and provide online learning tools. Our undergraduate 
internship program offers students the opportunity to learn from engagement in political 
practice in diverse settings, including legislative and administrative offices, non-profit 
organizations and law practices. 

Our faculty’s diverse research, teaching and outreach activities engage our students and the 
community to address a wide range of local and international issues, including questions 
in domestic and foreign policy, public administration, politics and economic development. 
Our faculty are active scholars with recent awards for their publications, outreach, service 
and teaching. 

Political science provides an excellent academic background for students preparing for 
careers in law, public administration, civil society, journalism, teaching, politics, policy 
analysis and many private sector jobs. Many graduates with a B.A. in political science go 
on to graduate school in a variety of fields. Professional schools, such as law and business, 
consider a B.A. in political science to be excellent preparation. 



POLITICAL SCIENCE Options within Major
• International Relations
• Policy and Analysis
• Political Institutions
• Political Theory

Specialized Areas of Study/Minors
• Political Science

What can I do with a degree in 
Political Science?
• Activist, advocate or organizer
• Archivist
• Budget examiner or analyst
• Campaign operative/manager
• City planner
• Communications director
• Community action specialist
• Community relations director
• Congressional aide or staffer
• Consumer advocate
• Customs officer
• Diplomat
• Economic development analyst
• Editor
• Entrepreneur
• FBI/CIA agent
• Federal investigator
• Foreign service officer
• Government agency administrator
• Historian
• Historic preservation specialist
• Historic site administrator
• Historic site tour guide
• Historical society staff member
• Human resources specialist
• Immigration officer
• Information manager
• Intelligence officer
• International banker
• International relations specialist
• International trade specialist
• Issues analyst, corporate or social policy
• Journalist
• Labor relations specialist
• Lawyer
• Legislative analyst or coordinator
• Legislator
• Lobbyist
• Market research analyst
• Mediator
• Nonprofit administrator
• Policy analyst/planner
• Political commentator
• Politician
• Public administrator
• Public policy specialist
• Public relations specialist
• Survey/public opinion analyst
• Teacher/professor
• Web content editor
• Writer/author

6   The Political Theory Consortium is a 
student-initiated club where members read 
popular and scholarly texts on important 
contemporary issues and then gather for 
robust discussion 6

POLITICAL SCIENCE CURRICULUM
Graduation requirements for a degree in political science include: 1) university 
requirements for the CORE; 2) five foundation courses; and 3) one upper division 
course from each of our options, including political institutions, international relations, 
policy and analysis, and political theory. After achieving this solid base in political 
science, students select which option they would like to concentrate in and are required 
to take two more classes in that option and the associated skills class. Political Science 
options include:

International Relations
Provides students with a background in the evolution of our international system and 
the structures, substance and context of contemporary world politics. Theoretically 
based courses investigate war and peace, international law, human rights and 
international political economy.  

Policy and Analysis
Offers students the opportunity to gain the skills required to analyze the impact of 
public decisions, and knowledge of the major political and strategic processes of policy 
development and implementation. Courses offer insights into the political and economic 
issues impacting a variety of issues, including the natural resources of the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem.

Political Institutions
This option explores the foundations of our government and the political institutions of 
the United States, including political parties, campaigns and elections, legislative 
processes and the Presidency, constitutional law and, finally, the influence of the media 
in politics. Key themes include government responsiveness to needs and public 
accountability.   

Political Theory
Raises questions about factors crucial to our lives as individuals and in community such 
as: 1) authority and justice; 2) law, liberty and political obligation; 3) human nature and 
the need for order, as well as the demand for legitimate institutions to ensure it; 4) 
political and ethical responsibility; 5) the origins of property and material conditions for 
existence; 6) and other issues relevant to our lives as thinking citizens in the 
contemporary world.

Please refer to our website for more information on career options or to learn more 
about our degree programs and faculty, http://www.montana.edu/wwwpo/.


