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S ince 2007, Jill Davis, an instructor in the Department 
of English, and her WRIT 101/201 students have helped 

homeless individuals while working with community programs 
such as Habitat for Humanity, Family Promise and The 
Community Café. They 
also volunteer at the annual 
Project Homeless Connect, 
a day that provides 
information and services to 
persons who are homeless 
or at risk of becoming 
homeless. Through these 
experiences, Davis and the students have deepened their 
understanding about the causes and impacts of homelessness.

The Soloist, the 2009 book for One Book-One Bozeman, was 
pivotal in generating more interest community-wide in the 
Homeless Connect Yearbook Interview Project. In this project,  
Davis’ students interview 50 to 75 individuals annually who 
have experienced loss of health, employment, and family 

members, which ultimately led to the loss of housing. These 
interviews have been shared at the National Homeless Coalition 
Conference, and read each spring to members of the Greater 
Gallatin Homeless Coalition to educate Bozeman stakeholders 

about the challenges faced 
by this marginalized group. 

Students love the work 
and comment that deep 
held stereotypes have been 
dispelled. “I’ve found that 
in order to understand our 

own path we have to practice empathy with another’s. It was 
incredible to have the opportunity to listen to an individual’s 
story and learn about his choice,” said Breanna Holmes, a 2014 
English education graduate. 

Tessa Kostas, a food and nutrition major, remarked that, “Ever 
since my interview experience, I now look at people differently. 
I no longer judge those who I see on the street, for I know that 
they each have their own unique stories of struggle.”
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“I now look at people differently. I no longer judge 
those who I see on the street, for I know that they 
each have their own unique stories of struggle.”
  –  T E S SA KOS TAS,  food and nutrition major

MATTERS  TO WRIT  101 STUDENTS

WRIT 101 students Riley 
Rivers (left) and Reece 
Kothe (right) preparing 
dinner for those in need 
at the Community Café. 
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