
FORMER SECRETARY OF 
THE INTERIOR PROMOTES 
STEGNER CHAIR
Speaking against the backdrop of Grand Teton 
National Park, former Secretary of the Interior 
Stewart Udall spoke of his friendship with writer 
Wallace Stegner. He described Stegner as a great 
teacher, writer, and thinker. At the end of his talk, 
Udall received a spontaneous standing ovation from 
the audience.

The event, a luncheon sponsored by the College of 
Letters and Science, was in support of the Wallace 
Stegner Endowed Chair in Western Studies. 
Approximately 45 Jackson Hole residents 
gathered at the Amangani Resort to meet 
and hear Stewart Udall, and to learn 
more about the chair that Stegner 
himself envisioned. 

Udall was appointed in 1960 by 
President Kennedy to serve as 
Secretary of the Interior, a position 
he held for nine years. During his 
Cabinet career Udall helped establish 
the Wilderness Bill; develop the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act; expand the National 
Park System; and create the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund. He continues to contribute to 
the nation’s affairs as an author, historian, scholar, 
lecturer, environmental activist, lawyer, naturalist, 
and citizen of the outdoors. 

Udall championed Stegner as one of the three 
environmental giants of the second half of the 
20th century, and spoke about the importance of 
community and philanthropy.

Wallace Stegner (1909-1993), a nationally 
important fi gure in American letters and winner 
of both the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book 
Award, served as special assistant to Secretary 
of the Interior Udall in 1961, working on matters 
pertaining to wilderness and national parks. He 

encouraged Udall to write the book 
The Quiet Crisis, which was published      

      in 1963 and remains a benchmark 
           of environmental philosophy.

Shortly before his death in 1993, Stegner wrote, 
“The West is waking up to itself. A chair in Western 
American Studies at Montana State University is 
a splendid way to inform the West about itself.” 
The Wallace Stegner Endowed Chair furthers 
understanding of the American West and addresses 
concerns facing the region. The chair is dedicated 
to teaching and research in history, literature, and 
philosophy with a focus on important Western 
issues.

For more information about the Wallace Stegner 
Endowed Chair, contact Dean Sara Jayne Steen, 
(406) 994-4288.
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