
NEW 
SCHOLARSHIP 
FOR NATIVE 
AMERICAN 
GRADUATE 
STUDENTS
The Dennis and Phyllis Washington Foundation 
established a new scholarship at Montana State 
University to promote achievement by American 
Indian graduate students. 

The $10,000 award will go annually to a graduate 
student at MSU who is a Montana resident and also 
a member of a Montana Indian tribe.

A foundation official said he hopes the Dennis R. 
Washington Native American Graduate Fellowship 
will help students meet the needs of Montana’s 
native communities. “The fellowships have the 
potential to produce immeasurable returns for the 
student and society as a whole,” said Mike Halligan, 
executive director of the Dennis and Phyllis 
Washington Foundation.

According to Wayne Stein, a professor in MSU’s 
Department of Native American Studies, Indian 
graduate students often face financial challenges, 
and fellowships such as the one funded by the 
Washington Foundation make a huge difference. 
“The money (our students) get from scholarships is 
often the difference in them staying or leaving the 
university,” Stein added.

FACULTY 
FELLOWSHIP 
ESTABLISHED TO 
SUPPORT CREATIVE 
WRITING
The new Reta K. Haynes Faculty Fellowship, established 
through the generosity of the Harold K. and Reta Haynes 
Family Foundation of San Rafael, CA, will provide support 
for creative writing in the Department of English at 
Montana State University.  

Expected to provide approximately $10,000 annually, the 
endowment will be used to support English department faculty 
members in their creative writing endeavors. Mrs. Haynes 
studied creative writing when she was an undergraduate student 
at Texas Christian University.

Harold Haynes, who graduated from Texas A&M University 
with a degree in civil engineering, began his career as an 
engineer with Standard Oil Co. of California (SOCAL), now 
Chevron. He became the company’s president in 1969, and 
then its chairman and CEO. He retired in 1981. The Haynes, 
who have a home in Bozeman, raised three daughters and 
have six grandchildren. Mr. Haynes currently serves on the 
Entrepreneurship Advisory Network of MSU’s College of 
Business (COB), and has previously established both faculty and 
student development awards for the COB. 
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