
yELLOwTAiL 
NAMED TO KATZ 
CHAiR

William Yellowtail, 
a crow indian who 
was once was the 
regional director of the 
environmental Protection 
Agency, has been 
appointed the 
new Katz endowed 
chair in native 
American Studies. 

Yellowtail said he would 
develop curriculum and 

leadership activities that will center on what he 
terms “personal indian sovereignty,” as well as the 
future of native peoples in the West. 

“i like to reflect forward rather than backward,” 
said Yellowtail, who differentiates the term from 
the more familiar tribal sovereignty. “Part of that 
has to do with economics, but mostly individual 
sovereignty has to do with a mindset and point of 
view of building your own world, charting your 
own destiny, being in charge of your own self, your 
family, and your future.”

Yellowtail is the second occupant of the mSu 
endowed chair in native American Studies. the first 
was henrietta mann, an internationally recognized 
indian educator and member of the Southern 
cheyenne tribe. mann is currently a special 
assistant to mSu President geoff gamble.

“Bill brings to the program a familiarity with the 
state and particularly state government, which we 
feel is significant as the department reaches out to 
the tribal communities,” said Walter Fleming, head 
of the department of native American Studies. he 
said Yellowtail was appointed to a two-year term 
in the endowed chair, with a third year possible if 
funds allow.

A graduate of dartmouth college, Yellowtail 
will teach courses in native American Studies, 
as well as providing leadership in the academic 
and American indian communities in the areas 
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indian cultures. he said instead of 
looking back at native history, it would be his goal 
to work with mSu students to help them determine 
“where we as American indian people want to see 
ourselves and our communities a century 
from now.”

Yellowtail grew up on his family’s ranch in Wyola. 
he has also been the executive director of the 
montana inter-tribal Policy Board and director 
of human resources development and education 
for the crow tribe. he served three terms as a 
montana Senator, representing Big horn, Rosebud 
and Powder River counties. in 1993, former 
u.S. President Bill 
clinton appointed 
Yellowtail as regional 
administrator for the 
ePA’s Region 8 office, 
headquartered in 
denver. Yellowtail 
currently serves 
on the board of 
directors for the 
Burton K. Wheeler 
center for Public 
Policy, based at 
mSu, as well as the 
national Audubon 
Society. 

the Katz endowed 
chair in native 
American Studies is 
named for Sheldon 
and Audrey Katz 
of Silver Spring, 
maryland.

Excerpted from Carol Schmidt, MSU News

Bill Yellowtail on his ranch near Wyola, mt



L&S 
DiSTiNGUiSHED 
PROFESSORS 
NAMED
A statistician, an anthropologist, a physicist, and 
a microbiologist have been appointed the first 
distinguished Professors in the college of letters 
and Science. 

John Borkowski, mathematical sciences; larry 
carucci, anthropology; Rufus cone, physics; and Al 
Jesaitis, microbiology, were honored at a reception 
on September 21, 2006. each will also give a 
public lecture during the 06-07 academic year. 

All have national and international standing in 
their fields, have published their work, hold multiple 
professional honors, and have been exceptional 
teachers and mentors.

“these four individuals have made extraordinary 
contributions to the college, mSu and the scholarly 
community at large,” said interim dean george 
tuthill. “it is an honor to work with them and a 
pleasure to acknowledge them.”

the new program, which appoints the 
professorships for three-year terms, was instituted 
by the previous dean, Sara Jayne Steen. “it is 
good for morale, and it is good for the university,” 
she said. “And it is a way to show the public 
what outstanding people they have working with 
their children and for the state of montana.” the 
professorships are supported through donations to 
the college. 

John Borkowski has analyzed and interpreted data 
for Yellowstone national Park, providing insights 
into issues of national importance, like the effects 
of winter recreation on wildlife. he has made 
significant contributions in the areas of response 
surface methodology, design construction, and 
assessment.
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Professors carucci, Jesaitis, cone, and Borkowski

larry carucci became mSu’s first cultural 
anthropologist in 1985. he is internationally 
recognized for his research on micronesia and the 
Pacific islands. he is one of the world’s foremost 
expert on marshall islanders.

Rufus cone is internationally-known in the field of 
laser optics and materials. in his 32 years at mSu, 
he has received numerous awards, held visiting 
positions around the world, and attracted grant 
support from state, national and international 
sources. he holds three patents based on his work 
at mSu.

Al Jesaitis was head of mSu’s microbiology 
department from 1992 to 1998. he is nationally 
recognized for his research in the field of 
immunology. his work on the human neutrophil 
has contributed significantly to the treatment of 
inflammatory diseases.
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