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Range
Beluga whales 

are found only 

in the icy 

waters of the

Artic Ocean,

along the

coasts of

Alaska,

Canada and

Russia.



Diet
Belugas are carnivores. Their 

diet consists mainly of fish, crab, 

squid, sandworms, snails, shrimp

and clams



Behavior
Beluga whales are highly social and are 

often found in  groups ranging from 2-10 up 

to 2,000 individuals. They generally mate in 

later winter and early spring with a 

gestation period of about 15 months. The 

nursing period can range anywhere from 6-

32 months.



Communication

Belugas are often called the canaries of the sea. They 

use an impressive and complex mixture of whistles, 

pulsed/noisy calls or a combination of all three to 

communicate with each other. They are also unique 

from most mammal species in that they use 

echolocation for navigation and prey detection



Locomotion

Belugas are highly adapted for

locomotion. They use features like

fins to create lift, while their 

streamlined hairless body reduces 

drag. Belugas are also unique from 

other whale species in that they lack 

a dorsal fin!



Living with ice

Belugas are master 

thermoregulators. 

Like other cetaceans, 

they use blubber to 

stay warm in their 

extreme artic 

environment. Their 

muscles are 

specialized for 

carrying oxygen and 

have high myoglobin 

concentrations 

which allows them to 

dive under the sea ice 

for long periods of 

time



Concerns
Beluga whales are currently not listed as 

threatened or endangered, but there are still 

many threats ahead that may affect the health 

of these organisms. Commercial, recreational 

and sustenance fishing poses a large threat to 

belugas’ food source. And there are multiple 

concerns that arise as our climate continues to 

warm.
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