Sea Otters
Enhydra lutris
Family: Mustelidae
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"OTTER" FUN FACTS

> Really dense fur — creates air bubble to keep otter dry
and warm

» Along north and central Pacific coasts
» FRICKIN" ADORBALE AND FUN TO WATCH!!!
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KEYSTONE
SPECIES:

» Kelp is vital to marine
ecosystems
* Protects coastal erosion
* Habitat for many
marine species
* Carbon dioxide
consumer
» Urchins
* Feedon kelp
» Sea Otter/urchin/kelp
paradigm
* Sea otters are main
consumer of sea urchins
* Decrease of urchins =2
increase of kelp forests
—> happy ecosystem
» Indicator of health of
marine ecosystems
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With Sea Otters...
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