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A Sustarnable Affordable, and Autonomous Way of Living

Introduction:

The Northern Cheyenne people have experienced a history full of
cultural genocide. This history has led them to their current
iImpoverished state where a loss of culture, lack of sovereignty, and
Inability to create economic development are present and cyclical. In
battling to redefine themselves in a modern world, they are realizing that
the capitalist methods surrounding them do not fit in with who they are
or how they treat the earth.

Solar Energy allows Northern Cheyenne to reconnect with their
culture and with Maheo, the sacred creative essence sustaining all life,
while providing aid in moving toward self-sufficiency from outside
political, cultural, and economic influence. This renewed sovereignty will
allow the tribe to redefine economic development under their own
traditions and circumstances.

The sun is a holistic match aligning the tribe with who they are and
how that can be translated into the quality of life that they want as
Cheyenne today. It is affordable and provides opportunities for tribal
members to undergo ‘green job training’ in order to create jobs and
generate an economic base on the reservation where community
members install solar for their tribe.
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Wh Solar?

The Northern Cheyenne Nation has a 78% unemployment rate, and 87% of
the population is under the poverty line. Poor health, drug and alcohol
addictions, and government dependency are all manifestations of deeper
conflicts within the community.

Energy costs on the reservation are extremely high, and in some cases,
families use 50% or more of their income in order to heat their homes.
Interviews and reservation visits suggested that the overarching values of
the tribe are culture, cooperation, spirituality, tribal land, and family.

The tribe’s cultural respect for the land and tribal cooperation contradicts
with the competition of Western employment methods and land exploitation.
Solar energy on the reservation is a solution that blends the need for
economic development and employment with cultural revival and
environmental respect.

Solar Energy preserves the land, is an alternative to coal and oil production
on the reservation, provides freedom from the state’s energy governance,
aligns with traditional respect for the sun as part of a movement of cultural
revival, it is affordable, and provides jobs that are based on community
cooperation.

Tribes can set an example for the rest of the nation in renewable and
sustainable energy.

The Northern Cheyenne reservatron gets an abundant amount of sunlrght
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How do the Solar Heaters Work?

*  The heaters very simple and easy to take care of. The main
component is a 4x8 foot solar collector panel that is backed by a heat
absorbing metal film. Baffles direct air flow towards it and then it is
covered by a sheet of solar glass with a metal frame.

*  Solar panel is mounted and installed next to or on the south side
of the house to absorb maximum heat from the sun.

o System is connected to house with two air ducts, one for supply,
one for return. A thermostat tells system if air inside collector panel is
warmer than temperature on heating system, at which time a blower
turns on and warm air collected on the panels is pushed into house.

. Blower fan is system's only moving part.
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