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Growing for the future Julie Amato, Animal Resource Center supervisor, gives a tour of the expanded facility. 
MRI mice are valued by researchers around the world.

The Year in Review: Extending the Reach of Research

McLaughlin Research Institute is poised to more
powerfully address some of today’s most pressing
health problems after the Institute’s growth reached
a key milestone this year. In June we dedicated our
newly completed animal resource center, made possible
with the wonderful support you have demonstrated.
This expansion of the facility–made necessary by our
research team’s success in developing mouse models
for Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s and mad cow disease–will
allow the scientists to broaden their studies of these
and other diseases, including multiple sclerosis. The
improved animal facility will also keep the scientists
competitive for research grants at a very challenging
time for national research funding.  

The Montana Department of Commerce added 
momentum to the Institute’s ongoing expansion this
year with a $2 million grant to add new scientists.
Thanks to gifts from many of you as well as equipment
grants received by our scientists, we’ve raised more
than half of the required $2 million match. Once our
Road to a Cure fund drive succeeds in matching the
grant, we’ll be able to recruit another scientist and
postdoctoral fellows, complete lab renovations to 
accommodate them, and add equipment that will keep
the faculty on the leading edge of neurodegenerative
disease research. 

McLaughlin’s faculty growth took an important step
when its newest scientist, Teresa Gunn, quickly began
bringing in her own funding with a $250,000 grant to
expand her research to include Parkinson’s disease. 

The growing research team at MRI is using the expertise
of its members to strengthen its study of degenerative
diseases of the brain. You can read about their crucial
work on Alzheimer’s disease in this report. The group’s
research is vital to the development of therapies for
this cruel disease that is becoming an epidemic 
expected to touch all of our lives in the coming years.
Eminent Stanford stem cell researcher Irving Weissman
told an audience in June that research in George
Carlson’s lab was instrumental in advancing a 
promising stem cell therapy for Alzheimer’s, 
underscoring the relevance of the work at the Institute. 

In a testament to the personal tragedy of Alzheimer’s,
CBS News Correspondent Barry Petersen powerfully
moved a MRI audience with the story of his long, 
ongoing loss of his wife to Early Onset Alzheimer’s. 
He applauded McLaughlin for its work to find answers
for people like him and his wife, Jan.  



3People of Science Clockwise from top left: Dr. Teresa Gunn, student intern Chelsea Xu, Barry Petersen and Mary Nell with
Dr. George Carlson, Dr. Carlson with MRI Board Chair Gary Bjelland.
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CBS News Correspondent Barry Petersen powerfully
moved a MRI audience with the story of his long, 
ongoing loss of his wife to Early Onset Alzheimer’s. 
He applauded McLaughlin for its work to find answers
for people like him and his wife, Jan.  

Hand in hand with MRI’s urgent research mission that
could help save lives is our education mission, which
ensures there will be others to carry on this work. 
The Institute was honored with a First Lady’s
Math & Science Award this year for its outstanding
commitment to science education and for
“preparing the next generation to be leaders in
our global economy.”

Our education program is flourishing in its expanded
form funded by the Howard Hughes Medical Institute.
In addition to funding lab internships for high school
students and teachers, HHMI has made possible the
infusion of energy provided by additional students and
teachers who spend their summers at McLaughlin 
developing an inquiry-based science curriculum. 
This year the enthusiastic group used a variety of
technological tools to not only make science more 
accessible and fun but also to encourage development
of critical thinking skills.

In this report, you can also read about the interesting
direction former intern Michael Clemens has taken with
the critical thinking skills he learned at MRI, and about
how David and Tanya Cameron’s generosity has been
a natural outgrowth of their research-intensive lives. 

McLaughlin Research Institute is helping find solutions
to some of the most dreaded neurological diseases.
We’re training Montana’s young people to do this
noble work in our labs, and we’re extending our reach
into classrooms throughout Great Falls to strengthen
education through our partnership with the Great Falls
Public Schools. Thank you for the support that makes
all of this good work possible.

Gary Bjelland George Carlson, PhD
Chair, Board of Directors Director & Professor
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The scientific method sets a 
“standard of truth” that is applicable

in other studies, such as the social
science of global economics.

KAVEH SARDARI

“There are so many ripples a center of excellence like the Institute can have, beyond scientific discoveries.”
––Michael Clemens PhD, Center for Global Development
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MRI Education Program Casts Ripples Far and Wide

Research takes many forms, and Michael Clemens’
life demonstrates how training in the hard sciences
can bear fruit in a completely different research
arena. As a research fellow at the Center for Global
Development in Washington, DC, Dr. Clemens puts to
use his Harvard training in economics, but his approach
to his work is also shaped by a much earlier educational
experience–as a high school intern at McLaughlin
Research Institute. “It was really formative to see how
much people can learn using the Institute’s very 
disciplined way of approaching questions,” he said.

Learning the scientific method in George Carlson’s lab
at MRI made a major impact on Michael. “Using highly
controlled studies to ensure a comparison between
apples and apples, rather than apples and oranges,”
he said, “and being able to back up your findings in a
very rigorous way–that is the kind of social science 
I do, and I learned that working with George. It really
has shaped me in that way, because once you take
that on as your standard of truth, it’s hard to back
away from that in anything else you’re going to claim
is right.”

Michael’s early plans to become a molecular biologist
in order to cure cancer were inspired by his mother’s
work as an oncology nurse. She worked with Dr.
Grant Harrer, now Medical Director of the Sletten 
Cancer Institute and an MRI Physician Associate.
Michael’s summer internship at McLaughlin in 1989
turned into a year-long stint in Dr. Carlson’s lab. “It
was an amazing opportunity for a high school student,”
he said. He took his cancer immunology project to the
Montana State Science Fair, where he won first place.
That landed him at the International Science and 
Engineering Fair in Tulsa, which he 
described as “an incredible 
experience.” Dr. Clemens credits 

his work at MRI with getting him into Caltech, where he
earned a degree in Engineering and Applied Science.

While working in Latin America after graduating from
Caltech, Michael questioned why so many smart, 
talented people were so much poorer than their 
counterparts in his own country. Like a true student of
science, he decided to seek answers in the study of
economics. He earned a masters degree in Economics
and Environmental Engineering at Johns Hopkins and
an Economics PhD at Harvard. Before joining the 
Center for Global Development, he worked as a 
consultant for the World Bank and the United Nations 
Development Program, among others. Dr. Clemens is
also an Affiliated Associate Professor of Public Policy at
Georgetown University. His current research focuses
on the economic impacts of international migration. 

“Understandably,” he said, “many Americans assume
immigration into this country will hurt those of us 
already here.” But approaching the question from a
scientific perspective reveals that that’s not necessarily
true. When he looked at the statistics, and at the 
history of the US, he found that for the most part 
immigration actually creates jobs and prosperity. 
“A lot of fears people have had in the past in analogous
situations have not been realized,” he said. 

Although Michael Clemens changed course from cancer
research to global development research, he sees
MRI’s ongoing influence on his work as evidence that
“there are so many ripples a center of excellence like
the Institute can have, beyond scientific discoveries.” 

The scientific method sets a 
“standard of truth” that is applicable

in other studies, such as the social
science of global economics.

KAVEH SARDARI

“There are so many ripples a center of excellence like the Institute can have, beyond scientific discoveries.”
––Michael Clemens PhD, Center for Global Development

From molecular biology to world economics Experiences in Latin America after earning his first 
undergraduate degree influenced Michael Clemens to shift his career path.
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MRI Attacks Alzheimer’s From Many Angles

Top left: MRI scientists Deb Cabin, John Bermingham, George Carlson and Teresa Gunn each bring valuable insight to the work
on brain diseases at the Institute. (Not pictured: John Mercer is currently on sabbatical while at Stanford University School of
Medicine as a visiting scholar.) Bottom left: Barry Petersen. Bottom right: Irv Weissman, Ann Tsukamoto Weissman, Deb Cabin,
Teresa Gunn and George Carlson presented their current research to a large audience in the Cameron Auditorium, Great Falls. 

Alzheimer’s disease is an increasingly hot topic
as science races to meet the growing demand
for treatments. As CBS News Correspondent Barry

Petersen told an MRI audience earlier this year, the

aging baby boomer generation faces an epidemic of

the disease in the coming years. 

Petersen’s story of losing his wife to

the “long goodbye of Alzheimer’s”

and nearly being destroyed himself in

the process put a tragic face on this

cruel disease. “I applaud McLaughlin

Research Institute,” he said. 

“They’re fighting it.”

Scientists at MRI are attacking the

challenging problem of Alzheimer’s

from many angles. The disease is

one of a class of deadly brain diseases being studied

at the Institute, and pieces of the Alzheimer’s puzzle

could come from any of these studies––of prion 

diseases, Parkinson’s, frontotemporal dementia, and

dementia with Lewy bodies. 

Director and professor George Carlson’s lab has studied

Alzheimer’s for many years. He and his collaborators

developed a mouse model for the disease that is widely

used for developing and testing new therapies, some of

which have entered clinical trials. One of his mouse models

helped advance research by Stanford stem cell biologist

Irving Weissman that is moving toward a possible

Alzheimer’s cure using brain stem cell transplants.

Dr. Carlson and another of his collaborators, Leroy Hood
of the Institute for Systems Biology, are applying their

recent breakthrough with a systems approach to prion

infection to Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders.

This study opens the door to eventual identification of

apparently healthy people destined to get the disease.

“We’re looking at every gene in the body to find

changes in the entire disease network,” Dr. Carlson

said. “These changes may be happening from birth and

could show up in a blood test before a person ever

gets the plaques and tangles in the brain. Then we can

intervene very early to prevent or slow the disease.”

The mouse models these different approaches rely on

are valuable, but Dr. Carlson’s lab is working to make a

better Alzheimer’s model. Alzheimer’s behaves differently

in mice and humans, and he and others are working

with those differences to find a missing link in the 

scientific understanding of the 

disease process. Meanwhile, the

Carlson lab is also using stem cell

cultures to look at the very earliest

changes brought about by prion

disease and frontotemporal dementia,

which is related to Alzheimer’s.  

The entire faculty at MRI is 
working on various problems 
relevant for Alzheimer’s disease.
Associate professor Teresa Gunn

studies two genes associated with a process involved

in many neurodegenerative diseases, including

Alzheimer’s, in which proteins are disabled from carrying

out their normal functions. Assistant professor 

Deborah Cabin’s mouse models for Parkinson’s 

disease could help the cause of developing a more 

accurate model for Alzheimer’s. “We’d like to apply

what she’s done to all of our models,” Dr. Carlson

said. Associate professor John Bermingham’s lab

studies myelin, which insulates nerve cells, vastly 

increasing the speed of messages transmitted between

them. Myelin breaks down in Alzheimer’s disease.

Professor John Mercer and his collaborators have

shown that one of the molecular motors he works with

plays a key role in memory formation.

The team of researchers at McLaughlin brings a
wide range of valuable perspectives and methods to
the urgent fight against Alzheimer’s disease so that
one day, no one will have to endure the personal
devastation that Barry and Jan Petersen have.

Read our Fall 2010 newsletter article about Barry Petersen’s
talk at montana.edu/wwwmri or watch it at youtube.com.

“We’re looking for 
changes that could
show up in a blood test
before a person ever
gets the plaques and
tangles in the brain.
Then we can intervene
very early to prevent or
slow the disease.” 

–– G. Carlson
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A River Runs Through It David and Tanya Cameron have hosted faculty candidates, prospective donors and
fellow Scientific Advisory Committee members at their Dana Ranch.

8

Camerons Make Research Relevant

David and Tanya Cameron know better than
most how intricately scientific research is linked
to their own and others’ lives. Their understanding
of the vital role research plays in many aspects of life,
from healthcare to agriculture to Montana’s wildlife
populations, is reflected not only in their careers but in
their philanthropy. As ambassadors for McLaughlin
Research Institute, sharing that awareness with others
is one of the many ways they make a difference. 

As a boy growing up on the storied Dana Ranch near
Cascade, Montana, David Cameron learned to think
carefully about the genetics of breeding livestock. He
followed his interest in biology to graduate school at
Stanford, where he met Tanya while instructing biology
and genetics labs. Although Tanya was a history
major, she says that in a second life she “would 
probably be a pre-med.”

Once Dr. Cameron’s position as head of Montana
State University’s Zoology and Entomology Department
got the Camerons back to Montana, David was able to
combine his passions for research and ranching in a
dual career when he took over the family ranch. He used
the ranch as a living lab, conducting award-winning
wildlife and agricultural research projects and bringing
students there from Bozeman to learn. Seeing ranching
in her future, Tanya took a degree in business from
MSU and assumed the role of financial manager. The
couple runs the ranch as partners. Dave maintains a
connection to his earlier laboratory work with wild mice
through hosting, with Montana Tech, an ongoing 17-year
hantavirus project for the Centers for Disease Control.

During the 1960s, Dr. Cameron was studying genetics
in wild mice as a professor at the University of Alberta
when he learned that MRI’s Jack Stimpfling was doing

genetic research with domestic mice in Great Falls. Through his 
subsequent association with Dr. Stimpfling, he joined McLaughlin’s
Board of Directors, and in 1989 he was appointed to the new Scientific
Advisory Committee. He is also a member of the National Development
Council and has served tirelessly on many of the Institute’s committees
and fund drives. The Camerons have been generous contributors, and
their 30-plus years of support for and service to the Institute goes deep
and wide. 

David’s two careers have made him a natural liaison between the 
scientific and lay communities. He talks to potential research recruits
about the quality of life in Montana and explains MRI’s research on mad
cow disease to the livestock community. On their ranch the Camerons
have shared Montana’s beauty and recreational wealth with research 
candidates, prospective donors, and Dr. Cameron’s distinguished fellow
Scientific Advisory Committee members. McLaughlin has received
many substantial gifts as a result of the Camerons’ ambassadorship. 

The couple’s generosity extends naturally from research to healthcare,
as reflected in the new Cameron Auditorium at Benefis Health System.
Tanya is Chair of the Benefis Healthcare Foundation’s Board of Directors
and also serves on the hospital’s Regional Advisory Board. “Hospitals
can’t do their work without basic research,” she said. “For a community
this size to have a world-class research facility is amazing.” 

According to David, “Keeping a lab going at the frontier of research is
terribly expensive these days, compared with 30 years ago. I can’t
think of anything better than to be able to say we’ve done a little to
promote it.”
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George Carlson, PhD

August 2009 HHMI Precollege Peer Evaluation Cluster Meeting, 

McLaughlin Research Institute Great Falls, MT

September 2009 Board of Directors Meeting, N. Bud Grossman Center for Memory Research 

and Care, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN

October 2009 Genetics in Health and Disease Study Section, Center for Scientific Review, 

National Institutes of Health, Panel Meeting, Chicago, IL

November 2009 Session Chair: Neuroscience, Behavior and Sensory Perception
International Mouse Genome Conference, La Jolla, CA

Mouse Consortium Meeting, Institute for Systems Biology, Seattle WA 

Presentation, K-12 Precollege Science Education Initiative Program at McLaughlin Research
Institute, HHMI Directors Meeting, Chevy Chase, MD

January 2010 Presentation, CNS stem cells as models for early events in prion infection and for frontotemporal
dementia, Fairchild Prion Review Meeting, University of California, San Franscisco, CA

February 2010 Genetics in Health and Disease Study Section, Center for Scientific Review, 

National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD

NPR radio program “Voices and Views” Great Falls, MT

Face the State Interview focusing on Alzheimer’s Research at McLaughlin Research Insti-

tute, Great Falls, MT

Presented with the First Lady Award for Math and Science, Helena, MT

March 2010 Guest Speaker, Science and Humanities Symposium, Lewis and Clark and the 

Legacy of Useful Knowledge, American Philosophical Society Symposium, 

Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center, Great Falls, MT

June 2010 Genetics in Health and Disease Study Section, Center for Scientific Review, 

National Institutes of Health, Washington, DC

John Bermingham Jr, PhD

November 2009 Presentation, The secreted protein Lgi4 is required for peripheral nerve development
International Mammalian Genome Conference, La Jolla, CA

March 2010 Attended, American Society for Neurochemistry 41st Annual Meeting, Santa Fe, NM

June 2010 Presentation, The secreted protein Lgi4 is required for peripheral nerve development
Montana Neuroscience Retreat, Double Arrow Ranch, Seeley Lake, MT

Teresa Gunn, PhD

November 2009 Presentation, Developmental cardiac hypertropy in dark-like mutant mice
International Mammalian Genome Conference, La Jolla, CA

McLaughlin Scientists Learn, Share and Contribute
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Deborah Cabin, PhD

August 2009 Presentation, Lack of alpha-synuclein exacerbates the phenotype of a mouse model of
Menkes disease, McLaughlin Research Institute Annual Workshop, Great Falls, MT

November 2009 Presentation, Lack of alpha-synuclein exacerbates the phenotype of a mouse model of
Menkes disease, International Mammalian Genome Conference, La Jolla, CA

November 2009 Poster presentation, Modeling Parkinson’s disease in mice
International Mammalian Genome Conference, La Jolla, CA

March 2010 Presentation, Using mice to study human neurodegenerative diseases
University of Great Falls, Great Falls, MT

June 2010 Presentation, A genetic approach to understanding the normal function of alpha-synuclein
Montana Neuroscience Retreat, Double Arrow Ranch, Seeley Lake, MT

John A Mercer, PhD

August 2009 Course lecture, Unconventional myosins: are we biased by names?
Symposium lecture, Myosin-Va and cell-to-cell RNA transfer
European Molecular Biology Organization World Practical Course, Current tools 

in cell biology: probing normal and pathological cell functions, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

September 2009 Poster presentation, Myosin-Va in cell-to-cell transfer and cytoplasmic distribution of RNA
Stanford Biochemistry Research Conference, South Lake Tahoe, CA

December 2009 Poster presentation, Myosin-Va in cell-to-cell transfer and cytoplasmic distribution of RNA
American Society for Cell Biology annual meeting, San Diego, CA

January 2010 Invited seminar, Myosin-V in the nervous system: RNA transport and synaptic plasticity
Department of Biology, Syracuse University, New York, NY

September 2009- Visiting scholar, Department of Biochemistry, Stanford University School of Medicine, 

Present Palo Alto, CA

Richard Bennett, PhD

August 2009 Presentation, CNS stem cells, systems analysis, and susceptibility to prion disease
27th Annual Biomedical Sciences Workshop, McLaughlin Research Institute, Great Falls, MT

November 2009 Presentation, CNS stem cells, systems analysis, and susceptibility to prion disease
International Mammalian Genome Conference, La Jolla, CA

March 2010 American Society for Neurochemistry 41st Annual Meeting, Santa Fe, NM

June 2010 Presentation, The secreted protein Lgi4 is required for peripheral nerve development
Montana Neuroscience Retreat, Double Arrow Ranch, Seeley Lake, MT

Dan Zou, PhD

November 2009 Poster presentation, Modeling Parkinson’s disease in mice
International Mammalian Genome Conference, La Jolla, CA

June 2010 Poster presentation, Modeling Parkinson’s disease in mice
Montana Neuroscience Retreat, Double Arrow Ranch, Seeley Lake, MT

McLaughlin Scientists Learn, Share and Contribute





The list above includes articles published
July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010.
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Hnasko R, Serban AV, Carlson GA, Prusiner SB,

Stanker LH. Generation of antisera to purified prions 
in lipid rafts. Prion, 2010. 4(2):94-104

de Calignon A, Fox LM, Pitstick R, Carlson GA, 

Bacskai BJ, Spires-Jones TL, Hyman BT. 

Caspase activation precedes and leads to tangles.
Nature, 2010 Apr 22;464(7292):1201-4.

Wang K, Lee I, Carlson GA, Hood L, Galas D.

Systems biology and the discovery of diagnostic 
biomarkers. Disease Markers, 2010. 28(4):199-207.

Gehlenborg N, Hwang D, Lee I, Yoo H, Baxter D,

Petritis B, Pitstick R, Marzolf B, DeArmond SJ, 

Carlson GA, Hood L. The Prion Disease Database: A
Comprehensive Transcriptome Resource for Systems
Biology Research in Prion Diseases. Database, 2009.

Article ID bap011. Epub 2009 Sep 17. 

Watts JC, Huo H, Bai Y, Ehsanti S, Won AH, Shi T,

Daude N, Lau A, Young R, Xu L, Carlson GA,

Williams D, Westaway D, Schmitt-Ulms G. 

Interactome analyses identify ties of PrPc and its 
mammalian paralogs to oligomannosidic N-glycans 
and endoplasmic reticulum-derived chaperones.
Public Library of Science, 2009. 5(10):1-14.

Babij P, Roudier M, Graves T, Han CE, Chhoa M, Li C,

Juan T, Morony S, Grisanti M, Li X, Yu L, Dwyer D,

Lloyd DJ , Bass MB, Richards B, Ebeling C, 

Amato J, Carlson GA. New variants in Enpp1 and
Ptpn6 genes cause low bone density, crystal-related
arthropathy, and vascular calcification. Journal of 
Bone and Mineral Research, 2009. Sep;24(9):1552-64.

Walker WP, Gunn TM. Shades of meaning: the 
pigment-type switching system as a tool for discovery.

Pigment Cell & Melanoma Research, 2010.

Aug;23(4):485-95.

Walker WP, Gunn TM. Piecing together the 
pigment-type switching puzzle. Pigment Cell &
Melanoma Research, 2010. Feb;23(1):4-6.

Jiao J, Sun K, Walker WP, Bagher P, Cota CD, 

Gunn TM. Abnormal regulation of TSG101 in mice
with spongiform neurodegeneration.
Biochim Biophys Acta, 2009. Oct;1792(10):1027-35.

Jiao J, Kim HY, Liu RR, Hogan CA, Sun K, Tam LM,

Gunn TM. Transgenic analysis of the physiological
functions of Mahogunin Ring Finger-1 isoforms. 
Genesis, 2009. Aug;47(8):524-34.

Wolf M, Lommes P, Sock E, Rieprich S, Friedrich RP,

Kriesch J, Stolt CC, Bermingham JR Jr, Wegner M.

Replacement of related POU transcription factors leads
to severe defects in mouse forebrain development.
Developmental Biology, 2009. 332:418-428.

Douglas DS, Moran JL, Bermingham JR Jr, Chen X-J,

Brindley DN, Soliven B, Beier DR, Popko B. Concurrent
Lpin1 and Nrcam mouse mutations result in severe 
peripheral neuropathy with transitory hind limb paralysis.
Journal of Neuroscience, 2009. 29:12089-12100.

Özkaynak E, Abello G, Jaegle M, van Berge L, Hamer D,

Kegel L, Driegen S, Sagane K, Bermingham JR Jr,
Meijer, D. Adam22 is a major neuronal receptor for
Lgi4-mediated Schwann cell signaling.
Journal of Neuroscience, 2010. 30:3857-3864.

PMCID: PMC2854583

de Souza Martins SC, Romão LF, Faria JC, 

de Holanda Afonso RC, Murray SA, Pellizzon CH,

Mercer JA, Cameron LC, Moura-Neto V.

Effect of thyroid hormone T3 on myosin-Va 
expression in the central nervous system. 
Brain Research, 2009. 1275:1-9.

McLaughlin Research Institute: Scientific Publications
The scientists at McLaughlin collaborate with colleagues worldwide to advance knowledge, publishing articles

in scholarly journals after rigorous peer review.
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Seminars by guest scientists enrich the academic environment  at McLaughlin Research Institute and are open

to Montana's medical and university communities.

Deciphering the genetic landscape of cancer–
from genes to pathways
Neal Copeland, PhD 

Institute of Molecular & Cellular Biology

Singapore

Systems medicine and Luxembourg Strategic Partnership
Lee Hood, MD, PhD 

Institute for Systems Biology

Seattle, WA

From neural crest to peripheral nervous system: how?
Frances Lefcort, PhD 

Montana State University

Bozeman, MT

A plan for understanding the molecular basis 
of human  hypertrophic cardiomyopathies
Jim Spudich, PhD 

Stanford University

Palo Alto, CA

Homeostatic and dynamic roles of 
glutamate transporters in the brain
Mike Kavanaugh, PhD 

University of Montana

Missoula, MT

Prevention of Type 1 diabetes in NOD mice 
by direct killing of diabetogenic T cells
Jeff Frelinger, PhD 

University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill

Chapel Hill, NC

Leukemia and cancer therapies from 
stem cell research?
Irv Weissman, MD

Director

Institute for Stem Cell Biology 

and Regenerative Medicine

Stanford University School of Medicine

Palo Alto, CA

Human relevance of a common 
Alzheimer mouse model
Karen Hsiao Ashe, MD, PhD

Director

N. Bud Grossman Center for Memory Research & Care

Minneapolis, MN

Phosphodiesterase 11A (PDE11A) in brain is 
enriched in ventral hippocampus and deletion 
results in disease-related phenotypes
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Shine a light Student Intern Kelsey Schweitzer analyzes DNA bands on an agarose gel by exposing the gel to ultraviolet light.
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Statement of Financial Position June 30, 2010

Reproduced from the June 30, 2010 Financial Statements, audited by 
Douglas Wilson & Company, PC.  The complete audit report and 
financial statements are available from McLaughlin Research Institute.

Research solutions Student intern Will Strauss prepares a buffer solution to be used in a gel electrophoresis study.

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents $ 345,354
Grants and accounts receivable 240,228
Prepaid expenses and supply inventories 45,001
Investments 4,216,213
Contributions receivable 227,453
Other assets 109,874
Property and equipment, net 9,618,708

TOTAL ASSETS $ 14,802,831

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

LIABILITIES
Accounts payable 1,349,702
Accrued liabilities 81,900
Grants received in advance 657,484
Note payable 291,960
Gift annuity obligations 161,918

Total Liabilities 2,542,964

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted / undesignated 7,765,977
Unrestricted / board designated 1,941,617
Temporarily restricted 80,258
Permanently restricted 2,472,015

Total Net Assets 12,259,867

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $ 14,802,831
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