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Onllne Discussion Forums: Do They Enhance
Student Learning in Science?

Abstract

This project looked at the addition of online discussion forums In the traditional classroom in several courses
at a two year Tribal College. Surveys, student interviews, assessment rubrics, and classroom observations
were used to assess student preconceptions and post conceptions of participating in online discussion
forums. Prior to the implementation of the online discussion forums, a majority of the student responses
Indicated that they preferred verbal classroom discussions over online discussion forums. Student
participation in the online discussions improved as the semester progressed.
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Results
In the pretreatment survey, students responded that they preferred verbal discussions over online discussions. However
data from the post treatment survey, assessment rubric, student interviews and classroom observations showed that the
students actually participated in online discussions more than the verbal discussions. Also, data showed that the online
discussion forums enhanced their learning.
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