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On your mark, -get set; go!
Paul Halfpop
Hardin High School
Hardin, Montana
Focus Question: Are timed multiplication
drills an effective way to begin a
science class?
Location: Hardin is the county sect of Big Horn l:; 3t A T BT T T P |
County. Herdin High Schoel (HHS) is the I b #amasmn + caen g $m
lergest school district in the county and has [P —————————
a student ng!ahon thet varies between e SCQ S S S S "
400 end 500 students in grades 9 through mEw : 2
12. The student bady s approximately 70% e o e s 2 S

Indian, 25% White with the remarrerng 5% EESSSSSESSSSSS=SsES
being As:an or Hispanic.

Background: I have clweys scught to have my
classes start promptly in The belef that
this would help my stidents establish a

od work hebit. My interest in studyring

his trectment came about in the spaing of
C06. Inseven years cf teaching at HHS I e = -

had rever had en entire class that was e e e

ready to get started right after the tardy

bell reng.” This occurred twice whele I was

sterting class with @ variation of the “med

merute” multiphicaticn deill. I was intrigued

as to whet this drill of fered to prompt

students to get to class and get rea

before the fardy bell rang.
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MT study rs an effert to see if this activity
will re:nferce these cbservations and to try
and explan the appeal that these drilis
have te metivete my students to be on time
and ready to get to work.

Results: Results for 2008 have not omorted all
of my observations of 2006 007.
Gains in attendance and alertress were not
present this yeer, There were
improvements in management end
perfarmence.

Subjects of AR: My study subjects for this
project were a cless of 9th grede Physicel
Science students and ¢ cless of seniors in

Physics.




