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MSU - led team finds new type of fuel

in Patagonia fungus
By Evelyn Boswell, MSU News Service
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Gary Strobel found diesel
this Patagonia rainforest.

-producing fungus in The discovery may offer an
alternative to fossil fuels,
said Strobel, MSU professor
of plant sciences and plant pathology. The find is even bigger, he said, than his 1993

discovery of fungus that contained the anticancer drug taxol.

LOOKING AHEAD...
Mar 7 Parent/Family Board Meeting

Strobel, who travels the world looking for exotic plants that may contain beneficial Mar 14 Residence Halls close at 12pm

microbes, found the diesel  -producing
fungus in a Patagonia rainforest.

Strobel visited the rainforest in 2002

and collected a variety of specimens,
including the branches from an an-

Mar 14 -20 Spring Break, offices open

Mar 22 Residence Halls open at 12pm

cient family of trees known as

"ulmo." When he and his collabora-
tors examined the branches, they
found fungus growing inside. They
continued to investigate and discov-
ered that the fungus, called Gliocla-
dium roseum , was producing gases.
Further testing showed that the fun-
gus -- under limited oxygen  -- was
producing a number of compounds
normally associated with diesel fuel,
which is obtained from crude oil.

"These are the first organisms that
have been found that make many of

Percy Nunez Vargas, left, Gary Strobel

and Angie Mitchell examine the fruits of

this tree in Ecuador.
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Mar 30 Summer Registration begins
May 1 Last day of classes
May 4 -8 Final Exams

May 9 Commencement

May 15 Fee payment deadline for sum-
mer term

October 30 o November 1, 2009

amil end!!

the ingredients of diesel,” Strobel undergrad Mitchellds experi

said. "This is a major discovery.” research with Strobel in Ecuador

Strobel is the lead author of the paper published in Microbiology. His MSU co -authors

are Berk Knighton and Tom Livinghouse in the Department of Chemistry/

Biochemistry, and Katreena Kluck and Yuhao Ren in the Department of Plant Sci-

ences and Plant Pathology.

Click here to continue reading

Click here to |listen to NPR6s coverage of this story.
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New Chemistry & Biochemistry Building Com-
pleted

ing and resea

lent i Construction of the new
Chemistry and Biochemistry
Building was completed in
September 2007. The build-
ing is devoted to research,
and houses offices, an inti-
mate auditorium, informal
gathering spots and laborato-
ries that will be used by fac-
ulty, graduate students and
many undergraduate stu-
dents. Undergraduates will

have the opportunity to work on research projects in the new building. "The

research experience helps them make the transition from being net absorb-

ers of knowledge to net emitters of knowledge," said department head

David Singel. "It is a fundamental component of undergraduate education

at MSU." Gaines Hall, which houses classrooms and instructional labs where

students learn lab techniques and basic lab principles, is also currently

being renovated.

s of students
of a libefal arts education in § rapidly changifg

The College is apface of serious intellectual activity, with an outstanding
faculty dedicated to excellence in teaching and scholarship. Many are well
known nationally and internationally for their contributions to their field.
Because senior faculty members regularly teach undergraduate courses,
students have the opportunity to work with truly distinguished teachers.

The College of Letters & Science is home to more than 2,000 undergradu-

ate students and 400 graduate students in the following 15 departments:

Cell Biology & Neuroscience Chemistry & Biochemistry Earth Sciences
Ecology , Economics & Agricultural Economics , English , History & Philoso-

phy, Mathematical Sciences _, Microbiology , Modern Languages & Literatures s

Native American Studies Physics , Political Science , Psychology , Sociology & NMultimedia Language Resource Center
Anthropology .

This cutting -edge, digital -
Excellence Award Winners: The  pased multimedia language
MSU Alumni Association and Bozeman resource center has 25
Chamber of Commerce honored forty
seniors, including 11 from the College
of Letters and Science with Awards for
Excellence at their annual banquet on
February 17th. View a slideshow of
the recipients, here .

student stations equipped

with computers. The facility

allows language instructors

to enrich student language

acquisition with drills in

which students may com-

pare their spoken state-

ments to those of a native

speaker. Visual as well as audio feedback guides both the student and the

Making Connections: CLS 101 Provides a Foun-
dation for Learning

Imagine a freshman course that asks questions instead of providing an- instructor in correction of specific problems of student's speech production.
swers. A course that emphasizes critical thinking rather than note taking, Among the most popular features of the new equipment is its ability to
favors lively discussion over faculty -led lectures, and draws on texts from a randomly pair students, allowing them to carry on "telephone" conversa-
wide variety of disciplines. At MSU, that course is called College of Letters tions in the foreign language. Other features permit the student to view
and Science Knowledge and Community Seminar (CLS 101) , one of seven foreign language television programs via satellite, pre -recorded foreign
options that enable students to fulfill the University Seminar component of language films in both VHS and DVD formats, interactive CD -ROM pro-
the core curriculum. grams created for language acquisition, and of course the rich variety of

foreign language material found on the Internet including radio, television
AWhen | l ook back, it was probably my faa?fd%évdsﬁaﬁerv@ebﬁaaeg a,@LRéweBSriteeshman,o said
Crystal Zomer, a biomedical sciences major. fl thought it was really wuncon-
ventional .o CONGRATULATIONS to CHELSEA SCHMIDT,

PFA/Communications and Public Affairs stu-
dent intern for the past two years, for suc-
cessfully competing against 60+ applicants
for a prestigious internship. Chelsea, a sen-
ior in psychology who is also taking a num-

CLS 101 helps students expand their intellectual interests, improve your
thinking and communication skills and enjoy conversation in a community

of learners. This course is different from nearly any other course students
are likely to take at MSU. It is small, it approaches the subject matter from
multi -disciplinary perspectives, and it gives students an opportunity to work

closely with a faculty member and other students. The course is designed ber of business classes, has been instru-

to engage students in university life and college -level learning through mental in redesigning the Parent/Family
reading, thinking and dialogue. Weekend, founding the Downtown Discovery
After starting out with just seven sections, CLS 101 has grown to over 50 and designing and maintaining both the PFA
sections today and is taught by faculty from every college on campus. CLS web site and the Family Newsletter.

101 is open only to first  -year students.
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