
August 31  Classes begin at 8:00 am  

September 4  ** Last day to add 

classes using the Web; late fee assessed 

at 4:30 pm to students who registered 

after July 31  

September 7  Labor Day ðno classes  

September 9  Freshman Convocation  

September 11  School of Film and Pho-

tography 50 -ear Celebration  

September 12  Gold Rush Football 

Game :  Bobcats vs. Dixie State  

September 14  ** Last day to DROP 

classes via Web; last day to add classes 

(even with instructor signature)  

September 18  College of Business Golf 

Tournament  

September 21  ** Last day to drop 

classes without a grade; last day to re-

quest health insurance refund; students 

who have not confirmed attendance 

(paid fees or been approved for deferred 

payment plan) will be dropped from 

classes; last day to be refunded for 

dropped classes  

Sept 22 ðNov 20  ** dropped classes 

are graded W  

** Details located in Fall 2009 Regis-

tration Handbook **  

Click here for more important dates  

 

Dear families,  

Welcome to Bozeman.   College is such an exciting time 

and MSU has so much to offer.   But you will find yourself 

within a larger Bozeman community too, and we look for-

ward to your visits.  

If you love the outdoors this is definitely the place for 

you.   From skiing just minutes away, to hiking, camping, 

mountain biking, rock climbing and canoeing; it is here for 

the taking!   There are many cultural activities as well.   We 

have our own symphony, opera company, and live theatre 

performances at the historic Ellen theatre downtown.   We 

also have live comedy with the Equinox theatre.   Even our new public library has 

become a gathering place with its art galleries and coffee/book shop.   And if youôre 

into food, we have a great variety of restaurants.   From fast food, to ethnic food, to 

elegant dining out for those special dates, we have it.   We have an active lively 

downtown with many historic structures and 50 miles of walking trails that connect 

the downtown with many scenic parks and beyond.  

I am confident that you will enjoy and become a part of our greater Bozeman com-

munity.   Please visit our web page for information regarding city ordinances, com-

mission meetings, neighborhood conservation clubs and more. www.bozeman.net   

In sincerity,  

Kaaren Jacobsen  

Mayor   

Registration open for Parent/Family Fall 

Weekend, October 30 ðNovember 1, 2009  

Make your reservations and plan to visit campus for this fun - filled weekend.  

Whether you are a Montana native or alum who has spent a great deal of time 

at MSU, or are new to the university, there is something for you.  Enjoy great 

panels featuring leaders from MSU and the community, enjoy a social with fac-

ulty, take in an afternoon of Bobcat football and an evening of volleyball or 

spend a day shopping in beautiful  Bozeman or floating the Madison or Yellow-

stone rivers.  Youôll meet other MSU families 

and have ample opportunity to connect with 

your students and meet their new friends.   

2009 Weekend Registration  

2009 Schedule of events  

2009 General Information  

2009  Frequently Asked Questions  
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'The Soloist' selected for MSU 2009 fresh-

men convocation  

March 26, 2009  

"The Soloist: A Lost Dream, an Unlikely Friendship and the Redemptive 

Power of Music," by Los Angeles Times columnist Steve Lopez has been 

selected as the Montana State University's 2009 Freshmen Convocation 

book.  

 

Lopez will speak at the MSU Convocation, set for 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, 

Sept. 9, at MSU's Brick Breeden Fieldhouse. The event is free and open to 

the public.  

 

The book's selection means that it will be required summer reading for 

MSU's 2,400 incoming freshmen and will be discussed in classes and ven-

ues throughout the MSU campus next fall.  

 

Lopez's book is also the Bozeman Public Library's One Book -One Bozeman 

selection. The university and Bozeman Public Library will sponsor several 

joint events during Lopez's appearance at MSU and Bozeman including an 

appearance by Lopez at a community discussion at the library set on the 

morning of Thursday, Sept. 10.  

 

"The Soloist" is a factual account that traces the development of a four -

year friendship between Lopez and homeless musician Nathaniel Ayers, a 

former Julliard prodigy living on the streets of Los Angeles. Initially, Lopez 

sees Ayers, whom he meets on a chance encounter, as a source for mate-

rial for his column. The relationship between the two disparate men devel-

ops and becomes the topic of several years of columns. Ultimately, the 

columns evolved into a book, which is about "friendship, second chances, 

the power of human connections and the healing power of music and art."  

 

The book, "The Soloist," is the basis for a major motion picture by the 

same name to be released in April starring Robert Downey, Jr., and Jamie 

Foxx as Lopez and Ayers.  

 

Lopez is an award -winning journalist who has written for Time, Sports Illus-

trated, Life, Entertainment Weekly, The Philadelphia Inquirer, The San Jose 

Mercury News and The Oakland Tribune.  

 

According to Greg Young, MSU vice provost, the book's message about one 

person having the ability to make a difference makes it an excellent choice 

for the convocation.  

 

"I think we want our students to think broadly about the possibilities for 

their futures and what might inspire them to make the world a better place, 

and this book does that," Young said.  

 

Paula Beswick, director for the Bozeman Public Library Foundation and 

coordinator of One Book -One Bozeman activities concurred.  

 

"Whether your interest is in mental health care, homelessness, poverty 

issues, music therapy or any related societal issues, this book can inspire 

you in new ways and provide for a rich community discussion," she said.  

 

Beswick said the One Book -One Bozeman committee is developing pro-

grams, book discussions, film series, music performances, and much more 

throughout the month of September. Some of the activities are sponsored, 

in part, by The Bozeman Daily Chronicle, she said. Details will be posted as 

soon as they become available on the Website 

www.onebookonebozeman.org.  

 

The September event will be MSU's third convocation. In 2008 the univer-

sity hosted Stephen R. Covey and discussed his book, "The 7 Habits of 

Highly Effective People: Powerful Lessons in Personal Change."  

The first MSU Convocation featured Bozeman resident Greg Mortenson, co -

author of the hugely popular "Three Cups of Tea," and the founder of the 

Central Asia Institute that has built schools in remote areas of Pakistan and 

Afghanistan.  

 

The MSU Leadership Institute of ASMSU and the MSU Alumni Association 

have provided additional sponsorship for the event. For more information, 

go to http://www.montana.edu/convocation/  

Greg Young (406) 994 -6057, gyoung@montana.edu  

Parent Tip:  Read óThe Soloistô with your student this 

summer and discuss with them before they leave.  Itôll be 

a great tie into their first college academic work.  


