PROFESSIONAL COUNCIL MEETING
MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY
WEDNESDAY January 10, 2007
STRAND UNION 271
                                                         2:00 PM – 3:00 PM
Members Present: Diane Allen, Jeff Butler, Doralyn Rossmann, Rita Rozier, Stacey Scott, Matt Rognlie, Patty Inskeep

Members Absent:  Kim Rehm

The meeting was called to order at 3:05 PM by Chair Elect Matt Rognlie.  A quorum was present.   
BOR Meeting in January 18, 19/Helena – Matt Rognlie
· There is nothing on the agenda for Professionals but if anyone on the council would like to attend, they are welcome to.
 

Environmental Leadership (EL) – Rita Rozier/Stacey Scott
· Stacey Scott has energy saving suggestions for the office environment, and will announce it in MSU TODAY. (The President’s listserv no longer exists.) President Gamble agreed that we could include language that states, “MSU Admin and PC recommends……”
· Rita Rozier is still coordinating the teleconference with U of M and MSU, and hopefully it will be accomplished in the last week in January.  Rooms to use for the conference which may be considered are:
· L&S Access Grid in Cell and Neurobiology in the Basement in Lewis Hall – Contact John Miller

· Burns Technology Center

Impact of Political Changes on Professional Employees – Vice Chair Rognlie

· Conrad Burns was not re-elected and $15M (this is not a confirmed figure) earmarked for special grants may be negated. This may impact the professional research strata. As a hypothetical scenario, Vice Chair Rognlie calculated that approximately 136 professional positions that could potentially be negated in the next few years.  PC members believe that other members that subscribed to Burns’ philosophy may be trying to recapture those funds.   
· Stacey Scott stated that PC may want to begin to educate the professional employees about this situation to prepare them. Vice Chair Rognlie stated that PC should remind PC employees what a professional employee is and that some have limited employment letters of appointment.
Feedback on PC Mid-Year Message – Vie Chair Rognlie

· There was some feedback on Chair Rehm’s Professional Council mid-year message.  Comments included:

· Has PC thought about a sabbatical program or creating a small program that allows professionals leave to “recharge” their batteries.  President Gamble approved of a professional sabbatical idea, but there has not been any money allocated to such a program.  President Gamble also stated that the faculty manual was ambiguous about the sabbatical program and did not necessarily negate professionals.  Past Chair Rossmann will read the rules on sabbaticals and report back to PC on the language.  PC believes there should be money for professional leave.  How would that process work if it were established?
· Professionals are looking forward to a new manual.

· A professional employee stated that she would be interested in participating in the Environmental Leadership committee.

Other – Chair Rehm (in absentia) and Vice Chair Rognlie

· President Gamble was asked about how a new job is filled when it becomes available on campus.  There was no clear information presented and it was also stated that it was administration’s prerogative to appoint people to various positions on campus.
· The new CIO search was failed and “….resources will be redistributed to other critical needs deeper in ITC.”
· President Gamble also thought that the relief money for PC Chair and Vice Chair was a good idea and has presented it to VP’s for a decision.
· The new Big Sky Institute executive director is John Varley.
· Professional mail list – Currently there are 453 professional employees included in the listserv.  When Human Resources completed the conversion of professional research members (4C (professionals) script notation), there were 308 additional employees on the list.  There are some on the list that PC does not represent. Should they be maintained?  There are other codes that are not 4C, but are included as a 4C.  Chair Rehm is discussing who should be included on the list with legal counsel. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM, as there was no other business.
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