Sanders County 4-H Council

Minutes – October 3, 2006

Those present were Treasurer Kathy McEldery; Secretary Karen Dwyer; Shellie Anderson and Sally Havens – Trout Creek Mavericks; Tammy Beerntsen and Tracy Salmi – Little Bitterroot; Sandy Newman, county sheep leader; Michele Newman, county horse leader;  Roni Mitch – South Side Sparks; Sharon Brown – Heron/Noxon Explorers;  Bina Eggensperger – teen retention leader; Meghan Phillipi and John Halpop – County Extension Agents.  

Pledges were recited. 

Minutes of the August meeting were accepted as read. 

Treasurer’s report shows a slightly lower balance from last year, however September and October receipts vary from year to year.  Livestock sale went well this year; council received $4764.50 in resales, a tremendous boost to our budget.  

Correspondence included a plaque from MT 4-H Foundation in appreciation of our annual donation.  

Fair kitchen did well this year.  Sharon is new to 4-H and found the turkey dinner very good, as did her mother from Virginia!  Council discussed food portions, salad bar, safety, and supplies to serve more people.  Winners of the drawing for $25 each for serving extra kitchen shifts are Mariah Naegeli, Shannon Saint, Nicole Ribeiro, and Ethan Snell.  All 4-H members sign up for kitchen duty, including shooting sports members, since all are insured during 4-H events and all benefit from council support.  Livestock portion of the fair was fine.  Record books are required from all animal project members; food records are necessary for all months.  “It was a heckuva good fair”, according to Sandy Newman!

District 1 hosted a very successful Leadership Forum in Missoula Sept. 30-Oct.1.  Eight leaders and members from Sanders County attended.  Ashley McCoy presented a wonderful Stir-Ups workshop.  Roni enjoyed the keynote speaker, Bruce Vincent, who talked about managing our natural resources.  The new WHEP project was introduced (Wildlife Habitat Education Program), which will include competition at 4-H Congress in 2007.  

Ambassadors will attend Fall Training October 19-21 at Fairmont.  Kara Bates is our senior ambassador, Alex Saint is junior, and John Garrison and Skyler Kinkade are prospectives.  

Ads announcing contacts for the 4-H year were placed in the Ledger and Valley Press.

Awards committee will meet on October 29th , 4:00pm, at Benji’s in Plains.  Committee consists of Tammy, Sally, Sandy, Tracy, Michele, Margaret Whisennand, and anyone interested (youth, too!)

Heron/Noxon Explorers met on September 24th with a dessert mixer.  The new club has 7 families, 7 project leaders, and 13-14 members so far.  Welcome and Good Luck!  

Bina moved that council purchase the 4 Gavel Games t-shirts, to be passed from team to team each year; Tammy seconded.  Motion carried. 

Shooting Sports members must be 9 by October 1st.  Modification of firearms, in particular the safety, is prohibited.  Shellie moved that council reimburse 2 leaders for lodging and fuel to a previous training, with the caveat that leaders request funding prior to events in the future.  Motion carried. 

Horse/Livestock Leaders’ Forum (combined) is Dec. 8-10 in Bozeman.  Headlining speaker will be Buck Brannaman, famed horse trainer.  

Achievement day is November 5th in T Falls at 2:00pm, potluck and silent auction, hosted by Trout Creek Mavericks (exact location TBA.)

Check out our updated website at www.montana.edu/sanders .  Thanks Meghan!  

Contact Meghan for information about the International Foreign Exchange Program (IFYE).

Respectfully Submitted, 



                          Karen Dwyer, Secretary 

