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Here is a press release from the USFWS from December 2017

DENVER (December 6, 2017) — Today the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) published a Notice
of Regulatory Review (NORR) in the Federal Register requesting public comment on any potential
effects a recent D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals ruling may have on the Service’s June 30, 2017 final rule
delisting the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem (GYE) grizzly bear Distinct Population Segment (DPS).

In this recent case, Humane Society of the United States et al. v. Zinke et al., the court found that the
Service had not evaluated how delisting the Western Great Lakes (WGL) DPS of gray wolves would
affect the remaining wolf populations that were still listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and
what the effect of lost historical range may have on the status of the WGL wolf DPS. This court opinion
may impact the GYE grizzly bear final delisting rule which, like the WGL wolf decision, designated a
portion of an already listed species as a DPS and then revised that listed species by removing the DPS due
to recovery.

Consequently, the Service is reviewing the potential implications for the GYE final delisting rule in light
of this ruling and is seeking any public comments that would aid in this review. Specifically, the Service
is interested in public input on whether this court’s opinion affects the GYE final delisting rule and what,
if any further evaluation the Service should consider regarding the remaining grizzly bear populations in
the lower 48 states and their lost historical range. The NORR also outlines the Service’s current strategy
to recover all grizzly bears in the lower 48 states. Today’s announcement opens a 30-day public comment
period, which will close on January 5, 2018. Comments may be submitted by one of the following
methods:

o Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the instructions for submitting
comments to Docket No. FWS-R6-ES-2017- 0089 FXES 11130900000C6-178-FF09E4200

e By hard copy: Submit by U.S. mail or hand-delivery to: Public Comments Processing, Attn:
FWS-R6-ES-2017-0089; U.S. Fish & Wildlife Headquarters, MS: BPHC, 5275 Leesburg Pike,
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803.

The Service will address public comments and notify the public of its conclusions by March 31, 2018.
The GYE final delisting rule remains in effect and the status of grizzly bears throughout the rest of the
range remains unchanged.

The recovery of the GYE grizzly bear population serves as a remarkable conservation success story. It is
the result of strong partnerships among the Service, federal and state agencies, tribes and other partners.
GYE grizzly bear numbers have rebounded from as few as 136 bears when listed in 1975 to an estimated
population of approximately 700 today.

For further information about today’s announcement and the nature of comments being sought, please
contact Hilary Cooley, Grizzly Bear Recovery Coordinator, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, University
Hall, Room 309, Missoula, MT 59812; by telephone (406) 243-4903.



http://www.regulations.gov/
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Appended on the next page is the Notice of Regulatory Review (NORR) published in the Federal
Register that describes the USFWS request for comments. It is also available here:

https://www.fws.gov/mountain-
prairie/es/species/mammals/grizzly/82%20FR%2057698%20regulatory%20review.pdf

You have read the DPS Policy and the critical portions of the ESA (links are on class webpage in
module 5). You have seen data on GYE grizzly bears, including long term population growth,
changes in population growth rate beginning about 2002, and changes in resources (elk calves,
cutthroat trout, army cutworm moths and white-barked pine). You have used count-based PVA
to examine population dynamics based on GYE grizzly bear data. And because we are looking
back at this decision after 2 years, you know that the bears were in fact briefly delisted in 2018
and then relisted.

The complete delisting decision from the Federal Register is available at:

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2017-06-30/pdf/2017-13160.pdf

For the final exam, write a comment suitable for submission to the USFWS

Your comment can support any stance that is logical and consistent with the ESA, DPS and
empirical data. It must:

- be at least 600 words
- include at least one relevant quote from the ESA,
- include at least one relevant quote from the DPS policy

- be supported by at least three pieces of information/data from the delisting decision or
peer-reviewed papers.

Give me a copy of your comment by TUESDAY DECEMBER 10t at noon. If | am not in my office
(311-A Lewis, at the SE corner of the building down the little side hall), just put it in my mailbox
in the main Ecology Department Office on the 3™ floor of Lewis Hall.


https://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/es/species/mammals/grizzly/82%20FR%2057698%20regulatory%20review.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/es/species/mammals/grizzly/82%20FR%2057698%20regulatory%20review.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2017-06-30/pdf/2017-13160.pdf

e
&
et
T}

37604

FINAL EXAM, BIOE 440R and BIOE 521, Conservation Biology
Due NOON TUESDAY DECEMBER 10t

Federal Register/vol. 82, No. 234/ Thursday, December 7,

2017/ Propossd  Koles

or i any othar arsa where FPA or an
I[ndian triba has demonstrated that a
triba has jurisdictian. In thosa armas of
Indian country, the mala doas not have
tribal impliations and will not imposa
substantial direct costs on tribal
Brrammaents or presmpd tribal law as
ecifiod by Exscutive Ordar 13175 (65
67244, Novambar 4, 2000]).

List of Subjocts in 40 CFE Part 52
Environmsntal ?.;‘I.Dcﬂn
pallation contral nrpomtion I:r_l.'
raferenoa, Intergovarmmantal mlatians,
MNitrogen dicxida, Particulaie matiar,
Raporting and mecordkeeping
maquirements, Sulfur oxides. Volatila
oeganic compounsds.
Dabad: Movambsr 17, 2017,
Echert A. Eaplan,
Actfag Regioaal Adminisiraior, Rogion 5.
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Endangered and Threatanad Wikiiite
and Plants; Possible EMects of Court
Decision on Grzzly Bear Recovery In
the Conterminous United States

AGEMCY: Fish and Wildlife Sarvice,
[ntariar.

ACTION: Ragulatary review: reguest for
commants.

SUMMARTY: Wa, the 1.5, Fish and
Wildlifa Sarvico (Sarvioe], ame seaking

iz commant oa a mcant DUE. Cinwdt

of Appaals ruling, Humose

Society of the United Stetes, of ol v.
Lirke ot gl 865 F.3d 585 (D.C Cir.
2017], that may impact oar June 30,
2017, firal rula delisting tha Creatar
Yallowstana Ecasystam [GYE) grizzly
baar Distint F‘u aticn Sn-F;m.nnHEIE'S]
In Humane Eu:lnﬂ}r of the United Stmies,
efal v. Zizke =t al., the coart opined
that the Sarvice had ot avaluatod the
status of the remainder of the listed
antity of waolvas in light of the Westam
Creat Lakes [WCL) wolf OPS dalisting
action and what the effect of lost
historical moge may have on the status
of the WCL walf OPS. Wa also dascriba
in this notios our strategy bo eoover
E:a]r baars [ Ursus mroles homibilis) in

lowar 48 Statas of tha United Siatas
anmdl provide a hrief recovary update for
warh enosystem.

DATES: Wa will acoept commeants
mceived or postmarked by the and of
the day oo Jamuary 8. 20048.
ADDRESSES: Comment submissios: You
may submit commants by ona of tha

following mathods:
* [L5. mail or hand-defiven: Public
Commants Procassing., ATTN: FW5-Ro-

ES-2017-0089, 1.5, Fish and Wildlif
Sarvica, MS: BPHC, 5275 Lossburg Fiko,
Falls (3hwerch, Vi a 2313803,

® Pndm!aﬂ;;cpmmhngw RHps
www.reguiotios s.gov. Follow tha
instructicas for submitting commans ta
Docket Mo, FINS-Eo-ES-2017-00&0.
FOR FURTHER IMFORMATION COMTACT:
Hilary Coalay, Grizely Baar Becovary
Caocedinator, 1.5, Fish and Wildlif
Sarvica, University Hall, Room 3o,
Missoula, MT 509812; by talophoos [406)
2434903, Parsons who usa a
talecommunimtions device for the daaf
may call the Fodoral Ralay Servios at
[EEH]FH??—BE]E
EUPFLEMERT AAY INFISAMATION:

Backgroand

In 1975, tha Sarvice listod tho grizzly
beaer | Drss arctos harmhilis] ander tha
En md Spacies Act [ESA; 16 US.C
I!;ﬁ%useq.] :Emr.'hna.t.mad in tha lowar
48 United Staies (40 FB 317324, July 28,
1975). On Juna 30, 2017, the Secvica

ublished a firal rula (82 FR 20602,
una 30 201 7; RN 1018-HA41]
dasignating the GYE population aof
prizzly boars as a DPS, Anding that tha
DPE was moavemmd, and mmoving that
[OFS from the Fedarl List of
Endangemd and Thmateoed Wildlif.
Tha final ruls becama afactive an Jul
31, 2017, and ramains in effect. Grizly
bears in the mmaining arma of the lowar
48 Stains remain listed as threataned
under the ESA as amended, The status
of any grizzly bear population may ba
changed only through formal
m

Un Awgust 1, 2017, the Coun of
Appaals far the District of Columbia
Circuit isswed 2 . Hemanre
of the United States, ef al. v. Zieke o
al., 865 F.ad 585 (ILC Gir. 2017), that
affirmad the price judgemant of tha
district court v ing the 2011 delisti
mala far WﬂlﬂlﬁWﬂhm Graat e
Lakas [WGL) {76 FR 81666, Decambar
28, 2011 Tha 2011 rula dosignated the
gray wolf population in Minnasot,
Wisconsin, and Michigan, as wall as
porisns of six surmounding States, as
the WL [PS, delormined that tha WL
OFS was moovamd, and dalisted the
WCLas a OFS.

This court opinian im tha
CYE frml raba, which s126 dsigrated a
portinn of an almady-listed antity 2= a
DOFS and than revised the listad entity

by remaving the OFS dus to recovary.
patential impliaticns for the GYE fimal
rule in light of tha Humoze Seciety
ruling. We are saeking public comment
an this subject (see Raguest for Public
Commants). Balow we summarize our
recavery strabegy to assist the public in
providing public comment an tha
impacts that Humane Saciety might
have oo grizely baar.

Recovery Sirategy

The grizely bear was originally

distributed in various hahitabs

out Wastarn Nocth Amarica
from tral Mexcico to the Anctic
Doean. Currant distribution in the lowar
&8 States consists of five small
populations with an estimated total
population af 1,600 baars. Tha 1093
Crizzly Boar Recovary Plan [USFWS
1003, p. 16) Mentified saven grizzly baar
eoosystams, including fve with aithar
solf-parpetuabing or axisting pepulations
and twa additionz] armas, the Bitterroot
Mountzins in Idaho amd tha San Juan
Mountzins in Colomdo, where grizely
baars are known 1o bava axistad in tha
racent past. While no residont
Eupul:rjnn curmently axists in the

ittarroot Ecosysiem. that eoosy stam

cantains adequate hahitat to sustain a

tion. Tha Bacovery Plan suggests
pﬁfﬂuEJ::ﬂnr avaluation is neaded on the
statns of the San Juan Moantains, whara
na grizzly baars exist today [LSFWES
1913, pu 1.

The Sarvime's ovamrching vision for
racavery of grizdy boars in the lowar 48
States, to recaver and dalist popualations
individuwally in sach of the eoosystams
as moovary is achiaved, was outlined in
the Recovary Flan [USFWS 1993, pp.
16, 33] and Furthar discusssd in oar
2011 G-year status raviaw (LISFWS 2001,
PP 12-14). Tha review also found that
the lower-48-State listing is consisiant
with ouwr 1996 OPS Palicy and
recommanded that the currant entity, an
the whale, should miain its
status [USFWS 2011, p. 104 Wa
recagnized that sufficiant evidanos
exists to support multiple IYSs within
the lower-d48-5tate listing, but indimtad
that further subdivisica of tha lower-48-
Sata listing was unnacassary at the tima
[USFWS 2011, p. 14]. Prior i tha S-year
status mview, tha Sarvios had attempéad
o dalist the CYE grizely baar
ﬂ:pul:lumu i I:IE'E-i:"E FR 14806,

arch 29, 2007). That dotermination
was subsaquantly vamtad by tha
Fadoral District Court for the Destrict of
Montama (Gremer Yellowstes e Coalitfion
v. Servheen et all, 672 F.Supp. 2d 1105
(0. Maont. 200%), and the vacatar was
uptiald by tha Minth Ciorwit in Greater
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Yelowstose Coalition v. Servieen, of commants and ootify the public of owr Dabad: Mewvamber 1, 2017,
ml., B65 F.2d 1015 (9th Car. 3011). conclusions by March 31, 2018. Tha Siephen Guertin,

Tha 2011 S-year status raviaw also
committad to an avaluation of potantial
[FSs within the lowar-48-Stata Listing
to datormins whather thay am noar the
paint wherme rulamaking is warraniad or
appropriata [=g., whan mcovary is
achioved and dalisting may ba
wirrantad; or when listing funds
becoane availabla to address thosa
populations for wl:urJ: wo delarmined
that reclass :.lﬁ'nd skains
Wils mn:.nEd. hat preclsded) [LSFIWVS
2011, p. 14). The CYE was the first
aoosystam to achisra moo and wias
the first population o ba dalisied.
Epmvery Stalus

Thare ara approximaiely 1,800 grozly
baars in tha lower 48 States. Tha
Eiﬂm and lagal siatus undar the

af nach eoosystam is as follows:

(1] The CYE: Had approximately 605
baars in 2016 [Van Manen and
Harvdsan 2017, p. 3)—dalisted due to
recovary July 31, 2007 (82 FR 3050z,
Juna 30, 3017];

2] Tha Marthemrn G:ur.i.nu:ﬂ.:l Dhiwida
Ecasystam: Had ap taly {0
baars in 2014 [Costello ef ol. 2017, i
2}—still listed as thratened [likely
biclogically moovarsd, although oo
dieszision has bean madal;

3] Tha Salkirk Ecceystem: Had
appraximeiely 70-80 bears in 2016
[Kasworm et af. 2007 )—still 1xstad as
threataned;

4] Tha Cahinet Yaak Ecosystom: Had
appraximaicly 56 bears in 2006
[Kasworm et o, 2007 —warranisd-but-
ﬂudud.-nd Tor uplisting o endangered

uguast X2, 2017, court ardar);

|5] Tha Marth Cascadas Ecosystem
[MCE]): Contains no confirmed grizly
baars in the United States (115, O]
2016) and an estimated 6 individuals in
the adjacent British Columbia portion of
tha NCE [MFLNED 200 2)—warmntbed-
bat-precluded for endangemd statues (81
FE 87264, Doceanbar 2, 2016];

6] Tha Bitterroot Ecosysinm:
Cirrrantly 1.|.|:|n-t:|:ul:||.-nd (ICHE 2015)—
Monessantial nizl Popalation
Arna (65 FR 60624, Mowvembar 17, 2000).
Muxt Steps and Timing

Tha Sarvioe is avaluating tha Courl's
ruling in Humane Society of the United
Shates, ef al. v. Zizke o ol in the
context af our final delormination

arding tha CYE grizely bear Bnal rula
E;;g FR z0502, ]unnagl:l EE‘L‘."] i considar
wial impact, if any, the [LC. Cirouit
Court of Appaal ruling has on the CYE
grizzly baar final rula and what forther
avaluation should bo considomd
ragarding the issuas mised in Hemeee
Society. Wo will addmss pablic

GYE finzl dalisting rule will mmain in
affect during this mviaow prooess, and
the stats of grizely baars throughoat
tha et of the mnge will mmain
unchanged.

Empanst for Public Commants
Wa invitn writhen comments an tha
mannar in which the Hemane
dacision may affect the CYE griz=ly
final rule (B2 FE 30502, June 20, 2017).
Specificall arm intarmstad in public
m;F—ui oo wL'I.hnr the Hemare Surjre!y
opinian affocts the GYE grizely boar
final mule and whai. if any, furthar
evaluation tha Servios shouald consider
tha m grizzly bear
Ainms and lost historical mnge in
light of the Sarvice’s decision regarding
the CYE grizzly haar.
nost comments from any
rn:l::h party that partain to the
issues mised in the precading pamgraph
only. ¥a will considar all commants
mcaived by the date spacified in paTES.
Yoo muost suhmit your commants and
supporting materials by ooa of the
mathoids listed in ADDRESSES. Wa will
oot consider comments sant by amail ar
fax. ar written comments sant 10 an
addrass other than the ana lisied in
ADDRESSEE.
Public Availability of Communits
If you submit 2 comment via hitpeS
W I 5,90V, YIMIr aotin
comment—inclu any parsonal
identifying information—will ba paostad
on tha Wab sitn. If you suhmit a
haricopy comment that includas
parsana] idantifying infommation, yvou
may requast that we withhold this
information froem pablic review, but wa
canmat guaantaa that we will be ahle o
do so. Wa will post all kardoopy
comments an fatip
WHW ioE s gov. Commants amd
matarials we moaiva will ba available
for public inspection at fitp-d
www.reguiatios s gov, ar by
pantmant, during normal basinass
houss, i the Crizzly Baar Rocovary
[(Mfice (sea FOR FURTHER IMFORMATION

Enferomoes Cibed

A complate list of all refemnca cited

harnin is available i]:.l'l.l!ps_l'.l"
reguiatios s gov in Docket Mo

FWS—HE—ES—EI:II\.':"F-{HJHD_ ar gpoa
mguast from the Grizzly Boar Becovary
(Mfico (soa FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
COMTACTIL

Auntherity: This documnnt Is published
umnder the suthority of the :End.iﬁ
Spocins At as amended (16 LL5.C. 1531 @

sag.l.

Deputy Directar, [7.5. Fish and wildife )
S i ety o o, 5
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Fishing Restriciions for Pacific Bluefln
Tuna In the Eastern Pacific Ocaan:
208 Caich Limit

AGEMCY: Mational Marine Fisharics
Sarvion [MMF3), National Ocoanic and
Atmospharic Administation (NOAA]L
Commarca.

ACTION: Proposad mala; mguest for
COmUEanls.

SUMMAAY: Tha Mational Marina
Fisharias Sarvice (NMFS) is proposing:
ragulations under tha Tana wentinms
Ant 1o revise trip limits an the
oammarzial catch of Pacific bloafin tuna
applicmble to 2018, U5, commarcial
fishing vassals are subjoct 1o a biannial
limit for 2007 and 2018, Preliminary
estimatas indicate that the catch limit in
2018 is approximataly 120 metric lons
|mt). To avoid axmeading the hisnnial
limit. NMFS is proposing a 1-mt trip
limit—axcept for mash drift gillnet
vassals, which would ba sabject toa 2-
mi trip limit—throughout 2018 or until
the 2018 ich limit is macked and tha
fishery is closad. This action &
namssry o coatribuis to the rebuilding
af Facific bluafin tuna and for tha
Unitad States to satisTy its obligations as
a mambar of the ntar-American
Tropim] Tuna Commission (LATTC).
DATES: Coenmants cn tha proposad nilo
and s ing documents must ba
submitied in writing by Janoary 8, 2018.
ADDAESSES: You may submil commaents
an this document, identifiod by NOAA-
NMF5-2017-41 28, by eithar of tha
Tollpwing mathods:

# Heotronic Sphmissioe: Sobmit all
alectronic public commants via the
Faderal a-Fulemaking Poral. Go o
hbtpsfwwwreguiofons gowd!
docketDetmil = NOAA-NMFS- 201 7-
o128, click the “Comment Mow!"" foon,
campleta the required fislds, and anter
ar attach vour commants.




