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Shannon Weatherly Lecture! 


Thursday, November 13th


7pm, Strand Union Building, Ballroom B
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This year’s Shannon Weatherly Lecturer: Diana Russell





Dr. Russell received a B.A. degree from the University of Cape Town in South Africa in 1958, a postgraduate Diploma from the London School of Economics and Political Science in 1961 and  a Ph.D. from Harvard University in 1970.  She is currently a Professor Emerita of Sociology at Mills College in California where she taught sociology and women’s studies for 22 years.  She is author, editor or co-editor of 15 books including:  Incestuous Abuse: Its Long-Term Effects; Against Pornography: The Evidence of Harm;  Rape in Marriage and Lives of Courage: Women for a New South Africa.   Her book The Secret Trauma: Incest in the Lives of Girls and Women won the 1986 C. Wright Mills Award for outstanding social science research.  Dr. Russell has been a politically active feminist since 1969, the year she began teaching the first women’s studies course at Mills College.  In 1976, Diana helped found Women Against Violence 


in Pornography and Media, the first feminist anti-pornography organization in the U.S. and has more recently helped organize  the campaign against Milos Forman’s heroization of pornographer Larry Flynt in the film The People vs. Larry Flynt.  She has thrice been arrested for her political activism in South Africa, England and the U.S.


Dr. Russell now lives in Berkeley, California and continues to lecture widely 


throughout the U.S. and abroad on a wide variety of topics including rape and incest, 


pornography, femicide and all forms of violence against 


women.  





“I have come to dislike talking about pornography with people who have not seen it for themselves, or whose exposure to it has been so minimal that they equate it with pictures of nude people in sexual encounters.”


-- Dr. Diana Russell











Overhead projections will accompany Dr. Russell’s lecture;  warning: this material will be graphic and is not suitable for children














We are very proud to bring Diana Russell to MSU-Bozeman in the memory of Shannon Weatherly.
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The V.O.I.C.E. Center


Christian Sarver


A new program is starting this year called Victim Options in the Campus Environment (VOICE).  The VOICE Center will provide highly confidential advocacy and support services for Montana State University students who have been the victims of sexual and domestic violence.  The center will be staffed by female volunteer peer advocates who have been trained in the following areas:  theory on violence against women, crisis counseling skills, peer counseling skills, legal issues, and cultural diversity issues.


	The VOICE Center is a program of the Health Promotions division of Student Health Services, and comes in part as a response to a 1994 study by MSU’s Student Health and Counseling Services.  In that study, surveys were distributed to female MSU students living in residence halls and sororities, as well as to first year women who lived of campus.  Approximately 39% of the surveys were completed and returned.  Over 9%  of the respondents reported unwanted attempted sexual intercourse with a student at MSU, with another 5% of the respondents reported having been victims of completed unwanted sexual intercourse while at MSU.  As is true nationwide, the vast majority of sexual assaults on the MSU campus have gone unreported.  In 1995, a combined total of two forcible and non-forcible rapes were reported to the police, and in 1996 the total number of reported incidents was three.


	The VOICE Center is intended as a means to address a crime that goes largely undiscussed, and to increase community safety for MSU students.  The office will provide a centralized location and the personnel to deliver crisis response and advocacy to victims of sexual and domestic violence.  The VOICE Center will also have a prevention component to its services;  a group of trained peer advocates will be available to give educational presentations on sexual assault and relationship violence.  In this process, the Center hopes to heighten awareness, and thus decrease the occurrence, of sexual and domestic violence on campus.


	Christian Sarver was hired in August of 1997 as Sexual Assault Services Coordinator of the VOICE Center.  Christian worked previously as Hotline Coordinator at the Bozeman Area Battered Women’s Network.  She has a graduate degree in Environmental Studies from the University of Montana.  While a student in Missoula, she volunteered at a local domestic violence program.


	The VOICE Center is temporarily housed within The Women’s Center in 15 Hamilton Hall;  the phone number is 994-7069.  Currently, we are in the process of advocate training.  Beginning mid-October, the center will have walk-in hours for survivors, their friends and family members from 1pm-4pm Monday through Thursday, and 10am -12pm on Fridays, and other times by appointment.  Until that time, victim/survivors can be assisted by making an appointment.  We will keep the community informed as services expand.


	Referrals for survivors who need an advocate during other hours can be made to The Help Center at 586-3333, and The Battered Women’s Network at 586-4111.  Both of these numbers are 24-hour crisis lines.





(The Women’s Center encourages interested students and community members to get involved! (








Fifteen Dollars for Fifteen Years


The MSU Women’s Resource Center is celebrating it’s Fifteenth Anniversary this year!  Join us in a celebration on  Wednesday, October 29th from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. here in the Women’s Center (15 Hamilton Hall).  Come see how we’ve grown and changed in the last fifteen years, and explore options with us for the next millennium.   This year we are soliciting contributions of $15 for our 15 years of service on the MSU campus.


	Though we have suffered severe budget cuts over the past decade and have been forced to operate with fewer staff members and fewer funds for programming efforts,  we have continued to provide quality seminars, lecture series, and a host of resources for the students, staff, and faculty at MSU.  With your help, we hope to have the ability to create new programs, expand the publication of our newsletter, and increase the resource materials available in our office. 


	To participate in this campaign and join the list of 15th year anniversary supporters, please mail your check, (payable to the Women’s Center) to:  MSU Women’s Resource Center, 15 Hamilton Hall,  Montana State University,  Bozeman, MT, 59717.  Of course, contributions are welcome throughout our year of celebration.  


	We thank our supporters for their continuing generosity; it is very much appreciated.  We hope all our friends will find time to visit our office and help us celebrate this exciting milestone!
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