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ADMISSIONS PATHWAYS AT UBC•  
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and RuralMD-PhD

Black
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• Created in 2004 to meet the social accountability 
mandate to train physicians to meet the health 
care needs of British Columbia particularly the 
underserved rural, remote, and northern regions.

• Criteria include an assessment of rural suitability : 
lived experience, rural ties, mentors and activities.

• Rural interview 

Northern and Rural Pathway
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Current ICC Sites 
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ICC AT UBC 

- Sites deliver the same overall curriculum as the rotational 
clerkship BUT delivery is based on their local context

• strong foundation of family medicine with a consistent 
set of preceptors 

• Strong focus on hands on learning and participation in the 
authentic work of medicine 

• Small number of learners = big opportunities for learning 
• All sites are UBC Family Practice Residency sites 
• Students as part of a larger medical community 
• Strong mentorship within the medical community 



(courtesy of Ryan Tabeshi & Derek Wilson, ESU)
 (Generalist = Peds, IM, Psychiatry)

Comparison of ICC and Rotational students at UBC 
by residency type, 2006-2023
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UBC UGME EXPANSION 
2023/24 & 2024/25

•  288 to 328 = 40 seat expansion
• 8 students at  IMP, SMP, NMP
• 16 students at VFMP 

Clerkship expansion  - 2025/26 and 2026/27
• IMP - New ICC sites - Strathcona (Comox), +/- Nanaimo
• SMP – New ICC East Kootenays (Cranbrook) 
• SMP – Kamloops block clerkship – 8 to 16 in 2025/26
• NMP – NRIC (Northern Regional Integrated Clerkship) 
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Rural Immersion

• New UBC Family Practice 
residency site for 2024 
CaRMS match 

• 4 spots 

• 2 matched first round 
CaRMS

• Based in community and 
only leaving for extra 
experiences



24

RURAL IMMERSION RESIDENCY SITE – MISSION STATEMENT

The rural immersion program provides authentic full-
service family medicine training, where residents learn 
through lived experience in variable-resource practice. 

This stream provides the self-directed learner with 
hands – on n training directly from rural mentors “
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“Training in small communities longitudinally doesn’t 
just teach the learner the medicine, it also teaches 
the rural context, which is incredibly important.

 Embedding in a team, and utilizing existing 
supports, rural generalism is no longer so 
intimidating if learners are based there. The hope is 
that we will train our own “ – James Card 



Postgraduate 
Training 
Sites



The old:

• 20 unique FP 
residency 
sites
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