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Albert Alhadeff

“Julian Barnes
and The Raft of
the Medusa”
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Sarah Poole

“Le Texte,
autrement:
Opening the
(language
classroom)
door to slam”

Barnes’s 1989 essay on Géricault’s The
Raft of the Medusa (1819) studies the
ineffable links between “art and
catastrophe” with the Raft as a welcome
tool to further his thesis. Yet, I argue that
Barnes chose the wrong painting to
advance his case, for his argument suffers
from a curious excision: blacks, who play
a major role in the oil, are notoriously
absent from his exegesis. Probing this
question, I posit the possibility that
Barnes’s thesis willfully omits mention of
blacks because blacks, as the Raft testifies,
adversely affect his argument.

This piece presents the phenomenon that
is le slam. Examples from different
exponents are presented to illustrate its
characteristics and range. Its potential
value as teaching tool is then
contextualized against a background of
recent trends in SLA theory. The work of
a specific slameur, Grand Corps Malade,
is homed in on as being particularly
accessible to the student of French.
Finally, various activities designed to
help learners explore this fast-developing
manifestation of popular culture for its
linguistic and cultural richness are
suggested, and examples are given of the
type of creative work they can generate.
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Depuis les années quatre-vingt, le verlan s’est
propagé au-dela des “zones chaudes” de la banlieue
parisienne. Cet article se propose de faire un
récapitulatif de ce jeu langagier, issu des milieux
déshérités, qui déroute encore les non-initiés. On
établira les liens entre I'argot, le frangais populaire et
le verlan pour démontrer les origines de ce dernier
ainsi que ses fonctions. Puis, la réflexion portera sur
les procédés de codage et la source de
renouvellement du vocabulaire du verlan qui
mettront en évidence sa fonction identitaire qui
prime a présent sur les fonctions cryptique et ludique
des origines.

For both Mariama Ba and Ousmane Sembene,
Senegal’s future is inextricably linked to the role of
women. In her 1979 novel, Une si longue lettre, Ba
describes the dynamic changes Senegalese women
were experiencing following independence. Sembene
takes over where Ba leaves off in his 2000 film Faat
Kiné to follow the next generation of women into
modern day Dakar. A focus on education and
polygamy in these two works provides a context for
appreciating how the status of Senegalese women
has evolved since independence, but this study also
reveals how progress is impeded when women are
caught in the confrontation between tradition and
modernization.

This paper proposes a close reading of Inspector
Dorval’s closed case from both a narratological and
socio-cultural perspective, arguing that what may at
first blush appear to be irrelevant clues—information
that, decidedly unrelated to Beausoleil’s murder, is
disregarded by both Dorval and the reader—are in
fact pieces of circumstantial evidence related to an
unnamed crime scene of far greater proportions.
Whereas Beausoleil’s murder is effectively solved,
Confiant’s novel diverges from the traditional
detective narrative, divulging in the very diversity of
its testimonies a wealth of incriminating declarations
with respect to France’s continued influence on and
control of its Overseas Departments.
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353 Assia Djebar’s, Ombre Sultane, published in 1987,
delves into antiquity by integrating an intertext, the
myth of Sheherazade, into the text, thus creating a
Nancy Arenberg sustained dialogue with the past. The extraordinary
bond between the two sisters Sheherazade and
“Mobile Bodies Dinarzade is grafted onto the modern story of two
and Kindred co-wives, Isma and Hajila. This essay will focus on
Sisters in the solidarity between the co-wives as well as offer a
Djebar’s Ombre new spatial perspective of Hajila’s ventures into the
Sultane” outdoors, a subversive urban territory. For Hajila,
urban strolling empowers her to break out of
traditional feminine passivity, as she crosses gender
borders to explore “masculine” spaces.
INTERVIEW
368 Dans cet entretien enregistré en 2004 (actualisé pour
les besoins de cette publication), I’écrivaine
ivoirienne Véronique Tadjo, Grand Prix Littéraire
Koffi Anyinefa d’Afrique Noire en 2005, médite d’abord sur les
and Micheline problemes sociopolitiques de I’Afrique du Sud et sur
Rice-Maximin le potentiel économique, sur le capital symbolique de
ce pays ou elle vit depuis 2001. Elle parle ensuite de
“Entretien avec son ceuvre romanesque et poétique, de ses grands
Véronique themes, de son écriture influencée surtout par
Tadjo, écrivaine 'oralité traditionnelle ainsi que de ses textes destinés
ivoirienne” a la jeunesse, textes qu’elle illustre tres souvent elle-
méme. C’est sans doute cette versatilité formelle qui
la distingue entre autres parmi les plus grands
écrivains africains francophones contemporains.
NOTE
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