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Richard
Goodman

“Homage to
Village in the
Vaucluse”

Kara M. Rabbitt

“Suzanne
Césaire’s
Significance for
the Forging of a
New Caribbean
Literature”

Published in 1957, Laurence Wylie’s
Village in the Vaucluse chronicles the
author’s year spent immersing himself in
the life of the then-isolated village of
Roussillon in Provence. The qualities of
this insightful, heartfelt book are
enduring, and this essay attempts to get
at the soul of Wylie’s book and to
demonstrate why so much of what Wylie
observed about the people of Provence
years ago remains true to this day. This
conclusion is bolstered by the many
similarities of Wylie’s stay to the author’s
own year-long stay in a village in the
South of France nearly forty years later.

Although literature on the 1940s theorist
Suzanne Césaire often focuses on her
later essays, this article suggests that the
significance of Césaire’s work in Tropiques
can be further illuminated by examining
rather than ignoring the apparent tension
between her early and later texts. In her
essays on European inspirations Césaire
builds toward an interrelationship that
her later theoretical texts will elaborate
for Martinican cultural identity. Césaire
calls for a functional poetics to be built
from but not limited to a critical
engagement with French and other
sources. She thus actively welds
traditions in order to strengthen an
emerging literature.
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Peter
Shoemaker

“Violence and
Piety in Jean-
Pierre Camus’s
histoires
tragiques”

Will Browning

“Chilling
Childhoods in
Québec: Léolo
and L’Avalée
des avalés”

Kathryn St.
Ours

“Initiation
truffaldienne à
la lecture”

Camus (1584–1652) offers us a case study in baroque
contradiction: on the one hand, a reforming bishop;
on the other, the author of hundreds of violent tales
of sex, murder, and torture. Recent scholarship has
subordinated the sensationalist author to the
crusading bishop, explaining away the violence by
appealing to Camus’s pious intentions. This paper,
by contrast, attempts to read Camus’s stories against
contemporary “pulp theory.” This juxtaposition of
pulp fiction and the histoire tragique allows an
understanding of the latter as a manifestation of a
form of consciousness characterized by awareness
of—and anxiety with regard to—particularity and
fragmentation.

Léolo, a Canadian film produced in 1992, is Jean-
Claude Lauzon’s masterful and disturbing portrait of
Léo Lozeau, a boy growing up in working-class
Montréal. Léo takes both solace and inspiration from
a canonical novel of Québec’s Quiet Revolution,
L’Avalée des avalés by Réjean Ducharme, published by
Editions Gallimard in 1966. It is the accumulating
violence in L’Avalée des avalés that I shall examine
with reference to the growing-up madness in Léolo.
In the novel, the precocious Bérénice Einberg’s
violence is expressed as a homicidal explosion,
whereas in the film, young Léo’s violence ultimately
takes the form of a suicidal implosion.

Dans un entretien en 1973 avec Aline Desjardins,
François Truffaut affirme son amour pour les livres
et pour les films et avoue ne pas aimer l’idée de les
opposer. Ainsi, cet article dessine un cours de langue
basé sur le lien inextricable entre le cinéma
truffaldien et la littérature/l’écriture. Destiné aux
étudiants moyennement avancés, cet enseignement
tripartite comprend des adaptations, des films
consacrés à des personnages qui lisent/écrivent
beaucoup, et ceux marqués par l’influence de Balzac.
Le visionnement d’une dizaine de films et de
nombreuses lectures animent les discussions et les
compositions qui assurent une instruction solide et
bien équilibrée.
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This Academy Award-winning film is reevaluated as
a marker within the contemporary current of French
rememoration and debate concerning republican
universalism and civic values. Annaud’s hilarious
use of postmodern parody creates an ironic
commentary on the principles of the French civilizing
mission, its assimilationist doctrine, and inherited
patriotic values. Annaud’s unheralded accessing of
the Chant du départ, an anthem of the French
Revolution (revealed in the film’s alternate title, 
La Victoire en chantant) provides the basis for
positioning the film within the discussion of French
civic values.

Dans cet entretien, l’écrivain djiboutian
Abdourahman Waberi, auteur confirmé d’une œuvre
déjà riche, parle de son itinéraire de créateur. Vivant
en France depuis 1985, Waberi jouit d’une place
primordiale dans la nouvelle littérature francophone.
Depuis son premier texte romanesque, Le Pays sans
ombre (1994), Waberi continue d’explorer les
méandres d’un univers chaotique. Oscillant entre le
rêve et la réalité, l’œuvre de Waberi est un espace,
fertile où l’auteur explore l’impossibilité de maîtriser
les notions du temps et de l’espace, et réfléchit sur le
rôle de la langue dans l’exploration de l’imaginaire et
de l’inconscient collectif. Djibouti, le pays d’origine
de l’écrivain, devient un espace d’inspiration
poétique; il est à la fois symbole d’un ailleurs
étouffant et d’une terre riche en expressions
mythiques.

Michael Kline

“War, Parody,
and Historical
Memory in
Jean-Jacques
Annaud’s Black
and White in
Color”

Mohammed
Hirchi

“Entretien avec
Abdourahman
Waberi”
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