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Applying for Graduate School:
A Primer

The purpose of this primer is to provide an overview of how to apply for
acceptance into the Master of Science (M.S.) and Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.)
graduate degree programs in the geobiology area of specialization in the
Department of Earth Sciences at Montana State University. In addition, it
answers some of the most commonly asked questions concerning application
and admission to the Earth Sciences graduate program in the geobiology track.

The most important step in the application process is to determine, prior to
applying, the faculty member whose research interests most closely match the
research area you would like to pursue in graduate school. Because final
acceptance is determined by the individual faculty advisors, it is important that
you establish contact with your potential advisor to determine if they are
accepting new graduate students for the year you wish to enter the program and
to discuss mutual research interests prior to applying.

More information about the Department of Earth Sciences geobiology faculty and
their research programs is available on the Department website at:
http://www.montana.edu/wwwes/facstaff/index.htm .



http://www.montana.edu/wwwes/facstaff/index.htm

What are the minimum acceptance reqguirements?

Acceptance requirements of the Graduate College include a minimum
undergraduate GPA of 3.0. A minimum Verbal GRE score of 480 is required to
be eligible for an in-class Teaching Assistantship. For foreign students, a
minimum TOEFL score of 550 (paper) or 213 (computer-based) is required.

In addition, the Department of Earth Sciences requires all incoming
graduate students pursuing geology research to have completed a geology field
course. Because final acceptance is up to the prospective graduate studentd s
faculty advisor, the Department places strong emphasis on the applicant
statement of intent and letters of recommendation. Letters from faculty who can
assess your academic potential for success in graduate school are weighed most
heavily. Letters from former non-geology employers, friends, landlords, or
relatives carry essentially no weight in this regard.

Acceptance involves a two-step process comprising acceptance by the
College of Graduate Studies and acceptance by the Department of Earth
Sciences. The Department first evaluates your application and makes a
recommendation to the College of Graduate Studies. Final acceptance is made
by the Graduate College. It is important to keep in mind that acceptance by the
Department is ultimately decided by the prospective faculty advisor.

Will | be accepted if | do not have a degree in geology, biology, or a closely
related field?

No you will not. If you seek admission to the Earth Sciences graduate program
to specialize in geobiology with substantial course deficiencies, the best course
of action is to seek admission to the College of Graduate Studies as a non-
degree candidate, and then make up all undergraduate course deficiencies prior
to apply for acceptance to the Graduate College and Department as a degree
candidate. Application for non-degree graduate student status does not require
acceptance by the Department, only the Graduate College.

| want to do paleontology research, so do | have the same requirements?
Yes you do. The Department does not make any distinction between geobiology,
geology and paleontology in terms of requirements for acceptance into the
graduate program. Substantial undergraduate training in a geology, biology (or
closely related) curriculum is required of all successful applicants into the
graduate program for Earth Sciences. Paleontology research in the Department
is strongly field-based and requires a strong foundation of geological knowledge.

Does the Department require a preliminary application?

No, the Department of Earth Sciences does not require a preliminary application.
We do however strongly suggest that you contact the faculty member(s) with
whom you would like to work prior to applying.

When is my application due?

In order to be considered for either a Teaching or Research Assistantship, it is
imperative that the Department receive all of your required application materials
by February 15. Applications received after this date may be considered for
acceptance but not for financial assistance. Incomplete applications will not
be reviewed.







