How Do Online Classes Work?
[image: image1.wmf]Online courses- also known as distance delivery courses- use a personal computer and a modem to connect participants from across the country and around the world via the Internet. Distance courses at MSU are offered via eCAT (http://ecat.montana.edu) and utilize Desire2Learn, an online course delivery tool which allow students and instructors to interact with each other as a learning community on the Web.

Generally speaking, in an online course, you can expect to:

· Connect via the Internet with a personal username and password

· Participate in a course with a set start and end dates (many classes have been developed with a structure similar to traditional on-campus courses with due dates tied to assignments, readings, and other course-related activities)

· Proceed through course requirements together with your class, but be able to access the course at a time of day that is convenient to you

· Make a time commitment that is about the same as for an on-campus course

Is Online Learning Right for Me?

Learning at a distance requires a different set of resources than traditional face-to-face learning. If you’re thinking about taking an online course but are not quite sure if you are ready to make the commitment, consider the following questions:
· Do you have (or are you willing to obtain) access to a computer and internet connection at home?

· Do you feel that high quality learning can take place without having face to face interaction?

· Can you dedicate 4 to 6 hours a week (anytime during the day or night) to participate in the learning process?

· Are you a self-motivated and self-disciplined person?

· When it comes to schoolwork and deadlines, are you a procrastinator?

· Are you comfortable communicating in writing?

· Do you enjoy reading?

· Are class discussions helpful to you?

· Do you subscribe to the value of introducing critical thinking into the learning process?

· Do you think increased learning will take place through sharing your work, life, and educational experiences as part of the learning process?

· Are you comfortable with email, computers, and new technologies?

· Does your lifestyle (family, work, or personal schedule) make it difficult for you to attend courses at a specific time or location?

· For further analysis, take the quiz at http://eu.montana.edu/Distance/quiz
(Quiz courtesy of Illinois Online Network)

Online instruction provides a level of flexibility that students find attractive. Also, with appropriate effort, the level of student-to-student and student-to-teacher interaction can exceed that of a face-to-face class. However, success in this environment requires a personal commitment and responsibility that is often much greater than that required in a face-to-face class. Before registering for an online course, think carefully about whether or not you have what it takes to be successful.
Learning to Use eCAT (Powered by Desire2Learn)

Information on how to use Desire2Learn is available at the eCAT homepage, http://ecat.montana.edu. Please select the various hotlinks to access support documentation that will aid you in becoming familiar with the Desire2Learn online delivery tool.

Required Equipment

As a minimum, online courses require:

· Computer running either Windows 2000 or higher (XP preferred) or Mac OS 10.X.X

· Current browser

· Internet access

To ensure that you are using a supported browser and your settings are optimized for the best eCAT experience, go to http://ecat.montana.edu and click on the “System Check” link.

Getting Started

Prior to the first day of class, you will receive an email from your instructor with information regarding course assignments, required textbooks, and how to login. Your eCAT login ID will be the same as your MSU username and password. Your account will be activated on the first day of class.

For More Information

For more information about online learning, visit the Distance Learning Resources Web page at http://eu.montana.edu/btc/tlt. You’ll find links to information about eCAT (Desire2Learn) as well as a full range of student services, library resources, and a comprehensive FAQ page.
