Latin American and Latino Studies 

(Non-teaching minor form)

About the Program

Mission

The Latin American and Latino Studies (LALS) Minor is designed to prepare students for the close cultural, political, and economic relationships developing between Latin America and the United States.  Trade agreements such as NAFTA, CAFTA, and the proposed FTAA, a growing community of immigrant laborers, and the expansion of Latin American and Latino communities in the US with significant political and economic power make this interdisciplinary, language-based minor essential for student success in our Western hemisphere where national boundaries are becoming increasingly porous.  Upon completing the minor, students will have the language skills and the cultural and historical knowledge with which to flourish in both Latin American settings and in a growing variety of U.S. settings in which Spanish language and knowledge of Latin America are indispensable.

Background

The LALS Minor was approved by the Montana University System Board of Regents in 2007.  In recent years, MSU has acquired a critical mass of faculty who specialize in Latin American and Latino Studies.  We have also been expanding library resources available for the study of Latin America and Latino culture.  Finally, LALS faculty are developing study abroad programs in Latin America in order to enhance the undergraduate experience.  We encourage new MSU students as well as more advanced students to participate in the minor.  Credits toward the minor completed prior to 2007 will be counted.

Local Setting

Montana State University, a land-grant institution is located in Bozeman, Montana.  About 12,000 students attend the university, of whom about ninety percent are undergraduates.  Montana has a Latino heritage centered in the city of Billings.  More recently, Bozeman’s Latino population has been growing due to the need for service sector workers in the expanding, nearby resort of Big Sky.  Located in a “non-gateway” state for Latin American immigration, Montana State University provides a unique setting for both Latin American and Latino Studies academic coursework and service learning.

Faculty

Dr. Bridget Kevane, Department of Modern Languages

Dr. Patricia Catoira, Department of Modern Languages

Dr. Yanna Yannakakis, Department of History and Philosophy

Dr. Carolyn Pinet, Department of Modern Languages

Dr. James Martin, Department of Modern Languages – LALS Coordinator
Dr. Leah Schmalzbauer, Department of Sociology
Latin American and Latino Studies Minor Course Worksheet

A. MLS Prerequisites:  The equivalent of four semesters of Spanish language is required.  Please note that this does not necessarily mean that students must take four Spanish language prerequisites.  Students with prior experience in Spanish language often place out of MLS 101 and/or MLS 102D.  And in other special cases, MLS 101 and/or MLS 102D  can be waived, at the discretion of the Modern Language Department.  In addition, students may take the CLEP exam in Spanish and receive up to eleven (11) credits that may be applied toward the minor. Students interested in the LALS minor should therefore consult with the Modern Language Department immediately upon their decision to fulfill the minor so that they can ascertain the language requirement that is appropriate for them.

___ MLS 101 – Elementary Spanish I

4

___ MLS 102D – Elementary Spanish II

4


___ MLS 219D – Intermediate Spanish

3


___ MLS 220D – Spanish Language and Culture 
3

B. History Prerequisites:


___ HIST 110 – Latin American History

4
C.
Other Course Work:  Twelve elective credits (6 from MLS and 6 from History) from the list below.  This list may expand as other disciplines develop courses that contain a substantial Latin American or Latino component.  Students wishing to count courses not listed here toward the minor should consult with the program coordinator.

___ HIST 210D or RELS 210D – Religion in Latin America

3


___ HIST 305 – History of Mexico 





3


___ HIST 407 – Colonial Latin America




3


___ HIST 410 – Latin American Social History 



3


___ HIST 413 – Race in Latin America 




3


___ HIST 415 or MLS 415 – Latin American Perspectives


3


___ HIST 425 – Gender in Latin America 




3


___ MLS 302 – Latin American Culture & Civilization 


3


___ MLS 321 – Latin American Literature 




3

___ MLS 330IH – Travel in Latin American Literature & Film

3


___ MLS 360 – Hispanic Text and Cinema 




3


___ MLS 420 – Culture and Revolution 




3


___ Latin American Film and Industry (Costa Rica summer program)
3

___ Costa Rican History and Culture (Costa Rica summer program)
3
D. Total Credits:


14 credits 
of basic Spanish (MLS 101, 102D, 219D, 220D)


10 credits 
of History (HIST 110 and two History courses from list “C” above)


  6 credits 
in upper division Spanish (from list “C” above)


= 30 credits total
