Internet Services Committee

Minutes

February 12, 2008 @ 9:30 a.m. in the VP Admin Conf Room (201 MT Hall)
Chair:

Greg Young, Vice Provost for Undergraduate Education 
Present:
Ritchie Boyd, Jake Dolan, Marianne Hoppe, Sheila Crowe, Jason Clark, Cathy Conover, Diane Heck
1. Sheila Crowe requested an update from Tom Morrison or Bob Underkofler on Bandwidth, “Packetshaper”, and how you set policies.  Diane will call and invite Tom or Bob to the next meeting.

2. ITunesU – Jake Dolan said it will be sometime before content development and he will update the committee after this development.  

3. LMS update – Ritchie Boyd said the demos are set for February 25, 26, & 27.  The vendors will have demos at 10 to noon and 2 to 4 each day.  Desore2Learn on the 25th, Sakai on the 26th, and Blackboard on the 27th.  More info is available on the website   http://eu.montana.edu/btc/innovation/ .  Most faculty will compare these to their current WEB CT.  Discussions about the comparison of purchasing one of these as opposed to using Moodle and hiring staff to run it will be held after the demos and trials.  Any questions that people may have during the open forums will need to be relayed through the LMS Evaluation committee members.  No direct questions of the vendors per purchasing policy.  
4. Ruckus update – Sheila Crowe stated that Ruckus is different than ITUNES.  Ruckus will have a server available on campus.  Off-campus persons will have to go through a different server.  Ruckus will be free for students but faculty and staff will need to pay a fee.  There will be access to movies and TV shows.  This activity shouldn’t affect band width or speed. Having Ruckus available will offer the students a legal alternative to file sharing.  There is pending legislation which states that Universities are required to have the technology in place to block illegal file sharing and offer an alternative.  This will be tied to the University’s receipt of financial aid.  There will be an opportunity for other MUS campuses to get Ruckus also.  
5. Jason Clark reported that the Library Website is up and running and is working well.  They average close to 5,000 hits per day.  The Libraries have also put in place blog software (Wordpress) to help manage the spotlight section of the site - http://www.lib.montana.edu/spotlight.php.  Anybody with questions about how the blog is working or integrated into the site, feel free to contact Jason at jaclark@montana.edu.  The library has also done a small reorganization and created a team, Digital Access and Web Services (DAWS), devoted to web services and managing/creating digital content. In the midst of the reorganization, they have also made a new hire, Michael Sutherland who is the Web Services librarian.
6. Jake Dolan updated the committee on the Web’s search engine.  They are now moving to Google.  Department pages will be ranked differently with the new search engine.  Departments will have to design their webpage with Google in mind.  

7. Portal News – Jake said the RFP has not been released yet as of two weeks ago.  G-mail and Microsoft Live will be the two most likely to respond.  

8. There was a short discussion on the problems with the library search engines and Jason said he would carry the concerns back to the Library.   
9. Next Meeting:  March 11 at 9:30 a.m. in the VP Admin Conf Room – 201 MT Hall.   
 Meeting Adjourned.
