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What is Sexual Assault Awareness Week?  

Like all college and university campuses in the nation, sexual ass
ault occurs at MSU.  Though many of us
 would like to deny that such a problem exists here, it does.  In a survey completed during the spring semester of 1998, the responses of 535 randomly chosen women   showed that  7.4% had experienced rape, 12% had 
experienced
 attempted sexual assault and 12% had experienced “unwanted sex play” 
while a student at MSU
.  Many had experienced sexual assault earlier in their lives as well.   From the age of 14 on, 26% of the 
respondents
 had experienced unwanted sexual intercourse. These numbers are comparable with national statistics
,
 which show that 1 in 4 women will be the victim of sexual assault during her lifetime.  

In the beginning of April, 
Students Again
st Sexual Assault and the MSU
 VOICE (Victim Options in the Campus Environment) Center sponsored 
numerous
 events to highlight the problem of sexual assault and to raise awareness around this issue in our community.  The schedule of events included the showing o
f the play 
Drawing the Shades
,
 the seventh annual Take Back the Night March and Speakout, and a Sack Lunch Seminar focusing on the results of the 1998 
sexual victimization 
survey 
at MSU.  The events were seemingly well attended, but there is always room for improvement.  

Valerie Russo, in her article for the University of Idaho’s Women’s Center’s newsletter (Vol. 27., #6, April-May, 1999) discusses the fact that the outrag
e which accompanies horrific crimes against individuals s
hou
ld  
also 
be extended to the 
all to common 
crime of sexual assault. She writes:

“How does the suffering of one alone engage us when the suffering of many cannot?  Have we become so desensitized to violence that 


only the worst of the worst registers on the ‘let’s show some public support for this issue’ meter?  When will we become outraged by 











sexual violence in our society and on our campus?”

Approximately 150 people attended Drawing the Shades and about 50 participa
ted in the Take Back the Night M
arch.  A decent crowd for Bozeman, I suppose, but I’d like to ask, “where were the other 30,000 Bozeman residents?”  Or even the other 10,000 students from our campus?  As Michelle Murphey points out in her interview (in this issue), “I believe that almost all of us knows someone who has been a victim of sexual assault.”  I believe it, too.  The Bozeman and MSU communities are too comfortable in our false perception of safe environment.  It's  time for  Bozeman residents and MSU students to get angry about sexual assault.  It’s time we all join to
gether and actively work to end 
sexual violence.  With this in mind, I’ll expect to see a lot more of you out there next year during sexual Assault Awareness Week!



This Ain’t Pretty Art:  An Interview with MSU Artist Michelle Murphey 

by Betsy Danforth


 Michelle Murphey, an MSU senior in the art program,  
recently 
donated a 
painting to the Women’s Center, depicting
 the experience and aftershock of a ra
pe she survived as a teenager. Michelle
 has done a series of these paintings and intends to com
plete at least five more
, with the idea that they will all be exhibited together
, someday, preferably
 on campuses and art galleries around the countr
y, 
 so that as many people as possible will  have the chance to view them.  


The paintings are 
powerful, descriptive, harsh
,
 and overwhelming.  The experience of ra
pe could be described in 
the same words.  This is not pretty art that everyone 
wants
 to look at, but rather art that everyone
 
should
 look at: victim/survivors of rape will possibly identify with it, friend
s
, family members and lovers of victims can gain a clearer understanding of the 
victim
’s 
experience, and hopefully, 
the community will gain a clearer understanding of the


(Continued on page 2)
 



problem.
  The following are 
excerpts
 from an interview 
with Michelle about this project, what it means to her and what her plans are for its future.


Womanifesto (WF): Hello Michelle!  I wanted to talk with you about the painting you donated to our office which I understand is part of a 
current 
project 
focusing on women’s experiences with rape.  Will you talk a little about this project and how it began?

Michelle Murphey (MM): Last semester, in my painting class, we had to produce a painting a week.  My paintings in the past have mostly focused on Blues and Jazz musicians.  At the time that we had this assignment, I had found out that the man who had raped me when I was in 
high school
 had moved to Bozeman
.  I ha
d never talked to him since the assault
, and 
I never forgave him for it
.  I didn’t want to 
s
ee him and was
, in fact,
 afraid
 to
. I had basically pushed all the memories associated with the rape way down inside.  As the memories started coming up for me, one night I pulled out a canvass and started to paint the experience, and that is the painting in here.  


When I started talking to my girlfriends about the assault, nine or ten 
close friends, I found out that only two of them had 
not 
experienced sexual assault
 in their lives.  I thought it would be good to do a whole series of these paintings depicting these various rape scenarios.  I asked each of them to write a journal entry 
piece 
about what happened to them, and used these to do some of the paintings.  I worked on several paintings over the course of the fall and finished with a painting of my friend Sarah*.  She had written a story which was amazingly powerful and her experience was particularly hideous, it literally made me sick to my stomach to read about it. 
 
The women portrayed in these paintings do not look normal, they 
look hurt, they look  mutilated. 






WF: When did you begin the project?

MM:
 The piece depicting my own assault 
was the first and I started it in October, 1998. Then it took me about a month to 
do 
the other four. Once I begin a particular painting, I don’t stop until it’s done.  I tend to be a fast painter anyway, but have found that the energy I get from the anger about these rapes sort of propels this work.



WF: Are the women shown in the paintings during a sexual assault, or afterwards, or do they depict a whole culmination of the experience?

MM: I’d say they are mostly depicting a culmination of events, emotions, feelings and pain which the victims went through and are often still going through while healing from their experiences.  Though  I use bright colors in the paintings,  I use them in a way that shows pain, a lot of red for blood, bright blue for a rape which occurred in a hot tub, etc.  

I had stopped the series after doing the painting of Sarah because it was too painful for me to think about these enormous violations against my best friends anymore. It was just too much.  I had to stop and rethink the project.  I’ve decided that I’ll start again soon.  And 
at some point, I’ll show them.




WF: How many have you done so far?  And how many more do you plan to do, when would you consider the series completed, or is this an on-going project?

MM:
  I’ve done five
, and would like to do at l
east five more. 
So fa
r, the paintings are all of women I know, which, of course, makes it very diffic
ult to work on them.  There is
 so much anger which fuels this work.  When I was working on Sarah’s, I felt so bad about it all, I was f
eeling my own anger towards the
 man
 who raped her
, and  towards the man who raped me.  How can one person do something like this to another?  How can anyone think this is okay?  Why do they get away with it?  
 Most of us (my friends) were younger when we were raped, we didn’t know what to do, we didn’t say we were raped because we were in denial.  Most of us were raped by popular guys, who would have believed us?  Why would he rape someone when he could get any girl he wants?  Most victims think “maybe it’s something that I did wrong,” but, finally, many years later, it occurs to you that these guys have a real problem, that they are the ones who are fucked up.  What they did wa
s not only not right, but they a
ffected 
people
’s 
lives in a phenomenally negative way. 



WF: Have you been surprised by any of the stories you’ve heard?

MM:
 They all surprise me. 
 One friend has been a victim of three different sexual assaults, as a child, as a 
young adult, at every 
stage of her life;
 how can someone live through that?  Another friend was raped in the bathroom in a bar when there was a 
party going on.  The man was recently 
acquitted, and a lot of the defense relied on the fact that the two were seen holding hands earlier in the evening.  That means rape is okay?  That really made me sick.



WF: How has this project affected you, and has it been therapeutic for you at all?


MM: I think it has been very therapeutic.  It’s good, sometimes for me to think about it, and then feel as 



(Continued on page 5)



THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!





The Women’s Center Staff would like to say thanks so much to all of you who have contributed to our 
“Sweet 16” fundraising campaign.
  These donations will go towards keeping our beloved Shelly on staff, buying new books for our library, and helping with programming efforts.  Once again, thank you!  The follow
ing is a list of contributors as of April 27
th
.






Brenda Binkerd

Jo Anne Salisbury Troxel

Montana Travel

Herva Simpson

Lea Acord

Sheryl and Randall Knowles

Patty Inskeep

Lynne Merrick

Jain Davis

Pat McHenry 

Glennis Indreland

Helen Porter

Doug and Margret Elson

Michelle Maskiell

Billy Smith

Beth Quinn

Dorothy Eck

Phyllis Bock

Shaun Phoenix

Colleen Mack-Canty

Adele Pittendrigh

Colette Kirchhoff

Marilyn Wessel

Julie and Fred Videon

Catherine McCoy

Merik Morgan

Joseph and Wendy Fedock

Kathie Lang

Barbara Boik

Rudy Dietrich

Karen Grigry

Frances Senska

Melody Zajdel

Edis Schneider

Cara Wilder

Ada Giusti and Eric Szemes

Margaretha Wessel

Sharon Eversman

Mary Hunter

Ramona Marotz-Baden

Linda Karell

Wes Lynch and Linda Bell

Lynda and Michael Sexson

Celia Bertoia

Rolf and Jaynee Groseth

Jill Davis

Denny Klewin

Katie Cady

Mary Hamilton

Sharon Eversman

Margaret Woods

Mary Hunter


Sharon Hapner






























(
Interview with Michelle,
 
c
ontinued from page2)


though I am doing something about it.  I can take my feelings out on the canvas.  The more I think about i
t and get it out on the canvas
, the more I realize that I didn’t do anything wrong.  Saying no a hundred times didn’t help, pleading with him to stop didn’t help.  



It’s important for people to know that this happens to lots of women.  People think they don’t know anyone who has been raped, but I’ll bet they do.  I believe that almost all of us knows someone who has been a victim of sexual assault.  For a long time, my friends and I were embarrassed to say that we had been raped, but now, we talk about it openly, because we trust 
each other
 with that information, we know that we believe one another. It helps us realize that the rest of our lives don’t need to be plagued by this event, because we couldn’t have done anything differently to prevent it. 
 




WF:
 The painting
 we have hanging at the Women’s Center has words on it, describing the event, your feelings, etc.  Do all the other paintings describe these stories too?

MM: All the others do have some text of what happened to them which I paraphrased from 
the victim
’s 
 stories.  I added some of my own feelings and thoughts about Sarah’s rape to that painting, which is unique.  My thoughts are written in red to separate them from her own story.  The text makes the images stronger.



WF: What are your plans for showing this work?

MM: I showed one piece at the MUSE show, and sat back a
nd watched people looking at it;
 they looked pretty horrified and bowled over.  I showed them to an art class for one of our critiques and people didn’ t understand the images because they hadn’t read the texts.  I finally came out and just told them that this was a project I was working on 
that
 depicted the rapes of myself and several girlfriends.  There was an audible gasp throughout the room and a lot of people came up to talk to me after class about it. 
 I was surprised at how well it was received by the group as a whole. It made me feel good that people were affected by it like this.

Ellen Ornitz
, 
(
a local artist who 
works at Beall Park Art Center
 
) 
is interest
ed in showing it, at Beall Park
,
 perhaps during Sexual Assault Awareness Week
 next year
.  We’d  like to show the project at a place where we could have people come in and tell their own stories, and have someone there to talk about available resources in the community.  Use it for a public awareness and education project. 



WF: Anything else you’d like to add?

MM: It’s been a tough project to work on, but it can b
e very useful because sometimes t
hings can’t always be explained 
just 
by talking about them.  For me, as an artist, it’s important to use a different form of expression for something this profound.  The images are strong, painful, and somehow convey more than words alone could. 
 
Hopefully, t
he text and images work together to give the viewer a strong sense of the experience of rape
.  Through this project, 
I
 
hope to do my part in raising awareness about the 
existence
 of rape in our culture.





* 
S
arah 
not her real name





















Q-MSU
 



What’s Happening?


The group
 formerly known as the Lambda Alliance of Lesbians, Gay Men, Bisexuals and Transgendered Stu
dents, is still up and running and is now known as 
“Q-MSU
.
”
  Meetings will be erratic over the 
summer, but there will be barbec
ues and meetings in Cooper park 
occasionally
.  Call
 994-455
1 for more information.
























Women’s Center Staff:



Betsy Danforth, Director

Shelly Videon, Assistant Director

Tracy Balcom, Workstudy Assistant

Jennifer Evenson, Workstudy Assistant


Board of Advisors



The Women
’s Center has a Board of
 Advisors which serves the 
important function of advising the
 staff on programming, fund
raising and budgeting issues.  



W
e
 will be looking for two new Board members next Fall.  If you are interested in joining the Women
’s Center Board or know of someone who might be, please let Betsy know
 @ 994-3836.  A big thank you to our board members
!






Cecelia Britton

Kristi Campbell

Kathy Coles

Sharon Hapner

Alessandra Pollock

Sonia Reece

Edis Schneider

Jo Anne Troxel

Shelly Videon


Clarice Walters



Melody Zajdel








Jenny is
 Leaving!


Jennifer Evenson, 
one of 
our workstudy assistant
s
,
 will
 be leaving us this spring.  Jen
 will graduate 
with a degree in Business 
in May 
and will soon be
 heading to Seattle, WA
.
 to find work in her field.  It’s b
een a fun year working with her 
and we will miss her 
at the Women’s Center next year
!  Bye, Jen, and good luck!








Montana Fair Workplace Project


Did you know that lesbians and gay men can be fired from their jobs simply because of their sexual orientation?  The Montana Fair Workplace Project is looking for a few good humans to help 
ensur
e
 a fair workplace for all.  For more information about how you can turn your business into a fair workplace or about how you
 can get involved, call PRIDE! i
n Helena at (406) 442-9322.













Sack Lunch 
Seminars



Each Wednesday, at noon, for the past 15 years, the Women
’s Center has sponsored weekly Sack Lunch Seminars.  These informal presentations feature local and
,
 
occasionally
,
 national speakers.  
T
hey 
cover a wide variety of topics and convene every Wednesday in the Strand Union Building.


If you 
would like to present a Sack Lunch Seminar in the Spring of 2000, pl
ease give us a call at 
 994-3836.
  



The Women
’
s Center staff would like to
 take this opportunity to thank
 all of our Sack Lunch presenters
 from this year
’s program.
  
P
lease 
be sure to check out our schedule for next Fall when we will feature seminars about the following topics:





 
Gender Equity in 
Science and Engineering

 Bozeman Business and Professional Women


 Buffa
lo Field Campaign



 
Gendered Images of God and Gods


 GALS: 
The 
G
allatin Area Lesbian Society


 Dating Violence

 Breast Cancer Survivors

 Gallatin Valley History

 
S
tress Management


 MSU Students Over Traditional Age

 Human Rights Issues











































Resources 
and Programs 
Available at the Women
’s Center



Geraldine Fenn Memorial Library



Information on f
inancial a
id and scholarships



W
eekly
 Sack Lunch Seminars


Shannon Weatherly Memorial Lecture Series


R
esource 
and referral information on community and MSU services


Quarterly newsletter

Internship and volunteer opportunities


National Women
’
s History Month activities


Women
’s music and poetry coffeehouses

Annual Grantwriting Workshop






 









































































































































































































































































newsletter edited by Betsy Danforth and Christian Sarver
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