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Why Women’s History?


By Alessandra Pollock


	It’s 1998.  Our Secretary of State is a woman.  The Attorney General is a woman.  At MSU, women have become fully half of the student body, up from a modest minority in the ‘70’s and ‘80’s.  More women than men are attending universities across the country.  Gloria Steinem is a household name, abortion is legal, and Ellen came out on primetime.  So what’s up with Women’s History Month?  How can we argue for an entire month dedicated to looking at Women’s History when there have been so many gains, when women are legally entitled to protection from discrimination?


	Let’s take another look.  A woman hasn’t run for the presidential or vice presidential position on a major ticket since 1988, and the 2000 elections don’t look very promising.  Hillary Rodham Clinton has been attacked at almost every angle, for many reasons.  And with so much political ambition, why did Hillary step aside and let Bill have the political career?  While over half of students in undergraduate programs at any given time are women, only a small percentage of those who finish college or go on to graduate school are women.  Women still earn less than men (about 30% less) and are a small minority of high-status and high-paying positions.  Twenty-five years after Roe vs. Wade, restrictions have been heaped on abortion rights including waiting periods, parental consent, and reduced federal funding.  In Bozeman, a city of approximately 30,000 citizens (a large portion of whom are college students), it is no longer possible to obtain an abortion.  Women and children make up the vast majority of those on welfare and living below the poverty level.  Rape is the only violent crime that is escalating (and 95% of rape and sexual assault victim/survivors are women).  Relationship violence still effects many women—a woman is beaten every 9 seconds, according to FBI statistics.  It’s 1998.  Where do we really stand?


	This is where Women’s History Month comes in.  Doris Weatherford, in her introduction to American Women’s History, writes that history is often written as though events simply happen;  as if the time was simply right for women to be given the right to vote, gain access to birth control and the ability to attend universities. “The thousands of 





lifetimes of dedicated work for this goal are thus minimized, while the political sagacity of the women involved is scarcely acknowledged at all.”  We cannot forget that the organized struggle for suffrage lasted over 70 years and all that that struggle entailed.  Women cannot accept the rights we’ve won as gifts received passively.  There are many lessons to learn from the women’s movement, past and present.  If we want society to continue evolving in a progressive manner, and I believe it should, we must continuously tell these stories.  Sometimes this history is told, but in an homogenized, generalized  and removed way.  However, it is the stories, the realities and details that Women’s History Month reveals that teach us more than statistics and dates.  


	Women living their lives as individuals either within or outside of the confines of any organized movement deserve note.  Feminist historians still struggle to reconstruct the study of history to include women’s perspectives.  Mainstream historical academia still does not recognize that in order to have a full understanding of the economics and/or politics of a certain time period or culture, one must have knowledge of how all groups (women as well as minorities) participate in and are effected by those entities.  Recognizing individual women affirms the importance that all women play in every aspect of society.


	Women’s History month is also a celebration of women today.  Focussing on current women’s histories and women’s issues gives us hope for the future as well as a way to mark and evaluate our progress.  Staying in touch with women’s lives today ensures that our voices will continue to be heard and continues the tradition of improving the lives of women everywhere.


	So, why Women’s History?  Because  we need to celebrate the victories so we have the courage to continue to change things, especially when contemporary society often times is successful at masking many of the inequities and sexism women still face.  We need to articulate the past because there is still much work to be done.  Women’s History Month is a celebration, a deliberate recognition of political and cultural struggles and changes, and a way to honor  all women.  It is also a call to action!  














CURRENT RESOURCES 


 AT THE MSU WOMEN’S CENTER





 Geraldine Fenn Memorial Library


 Resource Files


Weekly Sack Lunch Seminars


 Journals and Magazines


Shannon Weatherly Memorial Lectures


 Audio and Video Tapes


Local Scholarship Listings/Applications 


 Childcare Resource Information


WomenÕs History Month Activities 


 Peer Counseling


Women’s Center Coffeehouses


 Quarterly Newsletter


Exciting Volunteer Opportunities 


 Updated ÒWomen in the NewsÓ Board


Lambda Alliance Contact 


  State Job Listings


Bulletin Board Listing Local Happenings


--come check it out!--





Women’s Coffeehouse Spring 1998


SATURDAY, March 28th     7:30 to 10:00pm


dedicated to Women’s History!


 At the Leaf & Bean Coffeeshop


35 W Main Street in Bozeman








Volunteering at the Women’s Center


The Women’s Center welcomes students and community members who would like to offer input, creativity, and a few hours, to improve and maintain our center. There is a place for students doing paraprofessionals and internships, and anyone else wanting to get involved.  You can work within existing programs or develop and coordinate new ones.  You will have the opportunity to meet cool women and men while making an impact in our campus environment.  Just stop in and talk to a staff member for additional information!























Fifteen Dollars for Fifteen Years


The MSU Women’s Resource Center is celebrating our Fifteenth Anniversary this year!  This year we are soliciting contributions of $15 for our 15 years of service on the MSU campus. 


To participate in this campaign and join the list of 15th year anniversary supporters, please mail your check, (payable to the Women’s Center) to:  MSU Women’s Resource Center, 15 Hamilton Hall,  Montana State University,  Bozeman, MT, 59717.  Of course, contributions are welcome throughout our year of celebration.  


We thank our supporters for their continuing generosity; it is very much appreciated.  We hope all our friends will find time to visit our office and help us celebrate this exciting milestone!





Thank You to all the 15th year Anniversary Supporters!


Thanks to everyone who has participated in the $15 for 15 years campaign!





Phyllis Bock


Alanna Brown


Jill Davis


Julie Hitchcock


Patty Inskeep


Joanne Jennings 


Linda Karell


Colleen Mack-Canty


Gwen Martin


Kristy McFetridge


Peggy Muldoon


MSU Foundation 


Elizabeth Osborne


Beth Quinn


Dr. Kerry Reif


Sally Sachs


Steve Schacht  


Lynda and Michael Sexson





Women’s Center Staff


Betsy Danforth, Director


Jennifer Knowles, Student Assistant


Alessandra Pollock, Student Assistant





Volunteers


Melissa Boysun


Danita Kemp


Shelly Videon
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Sack Lunch Seminars


Wednesdays, Noon -1:00 pm in SUB 106E


Spring 1998 (does not include those listed above during Women’s History Month)





February 18th:  Her Sweet Faith:  Our Lady of the Rockies and the Berkeley Pit by Christian Sarver


February 25th:  What Does “Safer Sex” Mean for Women? by Laura Mentch and Cindy Balleow


April 1st:  Celebrate Native American Awareness Week! Topic and presenter TBA.


April 8th:  Questions of Gender (ethnographic experiences with drag queens) by Steven Schacht


April 15th:  Acupuncture for Women: Optimizing Your Health and Well-Being by Susannah Freeman White





Letter From the Director’s Chair


 	Hello everyone!  We are now well into 1998 and gearing up for Women’s History Month in March.  This semester is already speeding by and I am sadly anticipating the graduations of Jen and Ali, my treasured work-study assistants!


	As many of you probably realize, Ali has been editing this newsletter now for the past year and a half.  Since she will be leaving after this semester, we will be without an editor, so if you or anyone you know would like to take on this job, please let us know.


	Our February coffeehouse was well attended and lots of fun.  We were entertained with both readings and music.  Please note that our March coffeehouse will be held on a Saturday night and will be a celebration of women’s accomplishments throughout time.  Please join us on Saturday, March 28th at 7:30 at the Leaf and Bean.


	We are very excited about our Women’s History Month activities.  Nineteen-ninety-eight marks the 150th anniversary of the Convention at Seneca Falls, New York, the first organized meeting focusing solely on women’s issues.  This is a huge anniversary for the women’s movement and we will be kicking off our month long celebration with a lecture by Professor Billy Smith from MSU’s own History department.  Also, be sure to check out the display in Cheever Hall and the exhibit in the Exit Gallery during the first two weeks of March! See the poster enclosed with this newsletter for details. We will have extra copies of these Women’s History Month posters, so if you have a friend who needs one, or you’d like another for your office or home, stop in and ask our staff for one.


	We are updating our mailing list,  so please be sure to notify us if you are moving or would like to be removed from ours.  We’d love to keep as many people as possible informed about what is going on here at the Women’s Center; if you have a friend who might like receiving newsletters and Sack Lunch Seminar schedules, please let us know!


	Our Sack Lunches have been very interesting and well attended this semester. Be sure to make some time on Wednesdays at noon and join us for a couple.  I am continually amazed that we can always find people to volunteer their time to present these each semester, a big thanks to all those presenters over the years!


	We are sponsoring the Grantwriting Workshop (April 13-16th) once again this year.  If you would like to attend or know someone who might, please let us know and we can send you a brochure.  We have been very fortunate to be able to work with Community Systems on this project, and it continues to serve as a great fund-raiser for our center.


	Thanks once again to all of you who care about the Women’s Center and support our programs by attending them, presenting them, donating books, time and money!  It’s important that we know you are out there and interested.  Thanks also to my terrific staff, our volunteers and Board of Advisors…you all help to make  my job very enjoyable!  -Betsy









































This edition of the newsletter was edited by Alessandra Pollock and proofread by Christian Sarver.
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