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The Wondrous W.C…

(no, not the Water Closet)

 The Women’s Center!

By Nora Olsgaard 

Did you know that the Women’s Center always gets mail between 10:25 and 10:40 am Monday-Friday?  Or that the library (yes, we have a library) is at least 10 degrees hotter than the other two rooms in the office?  Or if you need math help in the middle of the afternoon there are a handful of math graduate students at your beck and call down the hall?  Well, if you don’t, where have you been?  Or maybe a more appropriate question would be: where haven’t you been?  

These are all random facts that I have picked up over my four years of working at the Women’s Center.  I have come to appreciate this quiet space, and it remains one of the only places I can study and guarantee that my homework will get done.  It was here that I was able to talk to my fiancé who is in India (not on the Women’s Center’s phone, of course!) for this past semester; and it was here where I enjoyed many in-depth conversations with Shelly each Friday afternoon while sending out a plethora of mass mailings.  It was here that I made my decision to stay at MSU and finish my degree in Math instead of Civil Engineering. 

The Women’s Center is, in my opinion, one of the most underutilized resources at MSU.  The campus community and Boze(wo)manites should familiarize themselves with this terrific utopia, a space in which to explore great ideas and meet wonderful people.  Graduating from college isn’t such a big deal for me, just another hurdle I have to jump over, but leaving the Women’s Center involves so much more then receiving a piece of paper noting my completion.  It has been my home for the past four years, a place I know I will be greeted by a smile and a hug at any point throughout the day.  It is a place where stories aren’t just heard but felt by all who listen and share. It houses a community that has supported me (even while I was abroad in Scotland).  As I say good-bye to the Women’s Center this May and enter into a new chapter in my life, I leave a different person then when I came to MSU.   I have learned the importance of opening up to strangers, and find that it isn’t as scary the second, third, fourth time around.  And by the fifth time, they aren’t strangers anymore but, hopefully, another person to share a bit of life’s simple pleasures with me.  

This space has changed me, and I hope I have changed it as well.   I hope more people take the opportunity to grow in this space, and allow themselves to become part of this small community.   Maybe next year, you will be the one who is there each morning to greet the mail carrier.  Blessings to you all and special thanks to all those who have offered me so much love and support: Betsy, Aimee, Sam, Erin, Christian, and Shelly.  You will all truly be missed.

Nora will be sorely missed as a member of the Women’s Center community!  Good luck, girl-

we love you!   





MSU Women’s Center

2005 Student of Achievement Award Recipients
The Women’s Center is proud to highlight these eleven students who have enriched our campus through their hard work, compassion and activism.  We are honored to have an opportunity to recognize them.  Thanks to each and every one of you and the best of luck after graduation!

Kelsey Bock is from Great Falls, Montana, and will be graduating in December with a degree in Biochemistry.  Kelsey has become involved in MSU’s research programs and has enjoyed learning and growing with Thom Hughes and the other faculty of the Cell Biology and Neuroscience Department.  Kelsey was inspired by her work in a gynecological clinic during her participation in a National Student Exchange Program and is looking forward to working in the medical field.  Working in a hospital in Ghana, West Africa, during an international student exchange program was a very moving experience for Kelsey and has nurtured her desire to aid people in developing countries.  Kelsey has also become involved here at home volunteering for blood drives and Kids Night Out as well as a textbook drive for Ghana.  Kelsey states, “I am ready for the hard work, discipline, and intellectual challenge of attending Physician’s Assistant school.”
Molly Brodin is from Girdwood, Alaska, and will graduate in May with a degree in Chemistry with a Professional option.  Molly looks forward to furthering her education in graduate school focusing on Environmental Engineering.  Molly says she was inspired by Dr. Eric Grimsrud and has spent three years conducting research with a group working on atmospheric studies.  Molly has learned that “atmospheric studies, specifically air pollution research, is a true passion of mine.”  Molly has rounded out her experiences as an intern with an environmental contractor in Alaska in 2002 and another internship developing a cloud liquid water content sensor with Anasphere Inc. here in Bozeman last year.  Realizing that life as a research scientist may not suit her was important for Molly, and she now wishes to pursue a career in environmental engineering.
Erin Cech is from Bozeman, and will graduate in May with a degree in Electrical Engineering and Sociology.  Erin has been involved with numerous mentoring activities and events including: coordinating the “Engineerathon”, a hands-on outreach event for middle school students; acting as ambassador for the MSU College of Engineering; and volunteering as a Speech and Forensics Coach.  She was chosen to act as a student representative on the Women in Engineering Advisory Council and has been a Public Outreach Team Presenter to educate the public about space programs.  Erin has conducted sociological research regarding gender schemas of female engineers and will be presenting her findings in April at a National Conference.  Erin plans to continue her research on minorities in engineering which promises to expand everyone’s knowledge regarding the “Sociology of Engineering.”  She will undoubtedly continue to inspire children and adults to look at engineering and science in a new light.  

Gretchen Deutschlander is from Pendleton, Oregon, and will graduate in May with a degree in Cell Biology and Neuroscience, with a Biomedical Science option.  Gretchen has enjoyed volunteering for many local organizations including the Gallatin Valley Red Cross, the Museum of the Rockies, and Big Brothers and  Sisters. She has been involved with Mortar Board activities such as campus clean up and Kids Night Out.  While serving as a Peer Leader and as a Student Fellow for the College of Letters and Science First Year Seminar, Gretchen discovered her passion for nurturing student’s academic growth. Upon graduation she plans to work with the University Studies advising staff as an academic advisor.  Gretchen says “the variety of activities that I have been involved in at MSU over the past four years has facilitated the development of my love for helping others.”

Heidi Donaldson is from Butte, Montana, and will graduate in May with a degree in Health and Human Development with a Family and Consumer Science option.  Heidi has put in many hours working with the VOICE (Victims Options in the Campus Environment) Center and Students Against Sexual Assault advocating for survivors of sexual and domestic violence.  Many people have benefited from her calm and loving presence during times of personal crisis.  She helped organize the March for Diversity sponsored by the Human Rights Task Force; and is currently the President of the prestigious and active Health and Human Development honor society Phi Upsilon Omicron.  Heidi would eventually like to work with adolescents who are diagnosed with mental illnesses in a counseling capacity.  Upon graduation, Heidi plans to continue her education in a Mental Health graduate program.  

Scott Hyslop is from Butte, Montana, and plans to graduate in December with a degree in Mathematics and Philosophy with a Religious Studies option.  Scott’s roles as co-president of Students Against Sexual Assault and president of Men Stopping Rape have been an inspiration for many students and faculty at MSU.  He has made a tremendous impact through his advocacy work and commitment to bettering the lives of his peers. Scott has conducted research through a grant from Harvard University on religious diversity in Montana and was invited to present his work at an annual student research conference at Harvard.  Scott feels, “it is through mathematics, philosophy and religion that we participate in our interaction with each other and with the world at large at a foundational level.”  Scott will continue his education in graduate school and plans to pursue work in areas such as conflict resolution, focusing specifically on religious, gender and social relations.

Nora Olsgaard is from Billings, Montana, and will graduate in May with a degree in Mathematics with a Pure Math option and minor in Women’s Studies. While working at the MSU Women’s Center. Nora has spent many hours advocating for and encouraging other women in their educational pursuits.  Nora has volunteered as a member of the Women’s Center Board for the past four years, has been active in the Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Society and is a member of the Global Ecovillage Network.  She spent a semester abroad living in Scotland at Findhorn Ecovillage.  She has gained valuable insight about the workings of the world through her international experience.  As an avid knitter, Nora founded the MSU Knitting and Needlecraft Club.  She plans to eventually continue her education in graduate school in the field of Women’s Studies. 

Bridgett Paddock is from Billings, Montana, and will graduate in May with a degree in English Literature.  While the faculty in the English Department have inspired Bridgett, she has been  encouraging other young women through her extensive volunteer work as a volleyball coach.  Bridgett has shown her leadership skills as a secretary and president of the English Club and as the vice-president for the Big Sky Volleyball Club.  Her work as a tutor for a dyslexic adolescent and as a tutor in the Writing Center will help her accomplish her goal of becoming a college professor.  Bridgett says the support and encouragement she has been given by her family and the faculty of MSU’s English Department have inspired her to continue her education in a graduate program..

Kara Rowton is from Billings, Montana, and will graduate in May earning a degree in Biotechnology with an Animal Systems option.  While attending MSU, Kara has put in many hours volunteering in the community,  working with organizations such as Eagle Mount, Make-A-Wish Foundation, and Expanding Your Horizons.  She has shown her considerable leadership abilities while involved with Chi Omega Sorority, serving as vice-president of Mortar Board, and coordinating the Day of Student Recognition.  Kara has become a master of time management while juggling a difficult class load, long hours working, and her many extracurricular commitments.  Kara will continue her education in law school with the goal of someday becoming a patent attorney, an interest which developed  while she was interning with a biomedical company.  She is confident that her experiences here at MSU have prepared her for the rigorous demands of law school.

Katie Van Sant is from Fort Collins, Colorado, and will graduate in May with a degree in Political Science.  She has worked hard for women’s rights and specifically, for women’s right to choose by serving as the vice- president and president for the MSU chapter of Students for Choice.  She has lobbied  in Helena for women’s issues, and headed to Washington, D.C. last spring to attend  the March for Women’s Lives rally.  Katie worked with the Gallatin County Democrats as an intern and volunteer during the recent elections.  She has also been actively spreading the word about health education among her peers at MSU.  Katie is clearly passionate about women’s issues as well as environmental policy and would like to work as a lobbyist or policy advisor.  She hopes to further her education by working for the Peace Corps or studying environmental policy at Bard.  Whatever route she takes, Katie’s impact will be noted!

Kristin Wamsley is from Rochester, Michigan and will graduate in May with a degree in Applied Psychology and a minor in Spanish.  Kristin has participated in a long list of volunteer activities for the campus community, including Advocats, Catapalooza, Sneaker Ball, Orientation, and the Athletics Kids’ Corner.  She was involved with helping families who are struggling with cancer through her volunteer work with For One Another Cancer Family Network.  Kristin’s leadership and organizational skills have been enhanced through her extensive involvement with Alpha Omicron Pi as the chapter president.  Kristin plans to work for several years in Human Resources before pursuing a Ph.D. in Industrial / Organizational Psychology.




Ways to stay involved over the summer . . .

· Volunteer your time at any of Bozeman’s multiple non-profit organizations to become active in the community and provide a bit of summer social structure.  Be sure to check with the Office for Community Involvement for some great ideas.

· Read any number of inspiring books that have made their way into the main stream.  Some ideas might be Grassroots: A Field Guide for Feminist Activism, the brand new edition of Our Bodies, Ourselves, or get psyched up for the Shannon Weatherly Lecture and check Juliet Shore’s book Born to Buy out at the Bozeman Public Library. 
· Do a bit of organic farming to enjoy the wonderful outdoors and reap the benefits at dinnertime!

Whatever you do this summer, the Women’s Center wishes you all a lovely season and we’ll see you again in the Fall.

 *** The Women’s Center Staff ***

Director: Betsy Danforth 

Student Assistants: Samantha Gilday, Aimee Kissel, and Nora Olsgaard.  

Special thanks to Christian Sarver for editing this issue of the Womanifesto.








The Women’s Center is Open for You


The MSU Women’s Center is celebrating its 22nd year as a department on campus.  This is your Women's Center.  We are here to serve all students, faculty, staff and community members.  You will find a welcoming space with room to study and explore at the Women’s Center.  We also house a special treasure: the Geraldine Fenn Memorial Library.  This cozy little lending library houses over 1900 books, primarily by or about women, and a wall of relevant newsletters and magazines.  Anyone can check out our books for free.  Donations of books and magazine subscriptions appropriate to our library are always welcome.  Come and check it out.


When you find our office at 15 Hamilton Hall, our staff will greet you and gladly help you find answers to your questions, tell you about our programs and services, steer you to campus or community organizations that may be helpful, show you information about scholarships for women, invite you to volunteer, or try to meet any other need you might have. 


Look for posters for our annual Shannon Weatherly Lecture next Fall.  But you don't have to wait that long to enjoy your Women's Center, we are open Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.





Local Women's Resources:





The Network Against Sexual and Domestic Abuse (24-hour Shelter & Crisis Line, 586-4111)


Bridger Clinic, Inc. (Reproductive Health Care), 587-0681


Career Transitions, Inc. 388-6701, careertransition.com


Child Care Connections, 587-7786


Gallatin County Victim Assistance Office, 582-2145


HELP Center (24-Hour crisis line), 586-3333


MSU University Police (24-hour emergency), 994-2121


MSU Counseling and Psychological Services, 994-4531


MSU Student Health Services, 994-2311


MSU VOICE Center (Victim Options In the Campus Environment), 994-7069 (24-hour line)


MSU Women's Center, 994-3836


Montana Women Vote! Project, (406) 543-3550 (Missoula), montanawomenvote.org	


Parents, Family & Friends of Lesbians & Gays (PFLAG), 723-7251 (Butte), 252-5440 (Billings)


PRIDE, � HYPERLINK "http://www.gaymontana.com/pride" �www.gaymontana.com/pride�, 1-800-610-9322


QSA (formerly Q-MSU):  Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual, Transgender, Questioning, 994-4551


Women's Voices for the Earth, 585-9009 or 406-543-3747 (Missoula)








Sack Lunch Seminar Topics for Fall 2005


September 14th		


Betty Strook: International Adoption


September 21st			


Lynda Sexson: The Myth of the Muse


September 28th		


Linda Ford: Feng Shui for Your Office


October 12th			


VOICE Center: Domestic Abuse Awareness Month


October 26th			


Arlene Wylie: Breast Cancer Awareness Month


November 2nd			


Sheri Blackwood /Marylis Filipovich: Kids, Families,


and the Wilderness: A Healing Combination


November 9th 			


Manaia/ BYEP: Youth Empowerment








When was the last time you attended one of our Sack Lunch Seminars?





There’s never a better time to start something new than now…  come and join us.    





Shannon Weatherly Memorial Lecture Series 2005


The MSU Women’s Center sponsors the Shannon Weatherly Memorial Lecture Series each year.  This very important part of our programming memorializes a young feminist who was tragically killed by a hunter as she lay sleeping in her tent in Gardiner, MT in 1982.   Shannon’s friends and family funded an endowment, to be managed by the Montana State University Women’s Center, with the purpose of bringing in feminist scholars, activists and performers who, through their strong and purposeful lives, reflect the life of Shannon Weatherly and help inspire our students.  These lectures, readings, and performances are free and open to the public. Past Shannon Weatherly Lecture presenters include: singer/songwriter Holly Near; author Mary Clearman Blew; psychologist and author Charlotte Davis Kasl; gender equity educator Bernice Resnick Sandler; explorer Frida Waara; author, professor and activist Diana Russell; historians Ursula Smith and Linda Peavy; MSU Women’s Center founder and activist Jan Strout; and Academy-Award winning documentary filmmaker Stacey Kabat.


Shannon was on the Women’s Center’s founding Board of Advisors until her death and was a person of compassion and varied interests.  She loved the simplicity of the outdoors as much as the complexities of critical thought.  She was an MSU alum and attended Iliff School of Theology at the University of Denver from 1979-1981.  We are proud to have the opportunity to honor Shannon’s memory through this lecture series.


This year on October 11,  2005, at 7:30 p.m., we have the wonderful opportunity to present author and educator Juliet Schor.  Schor’s research over the last ten years has focussed on issues pertaining to trends in work and leisure, consumerism, the relationship between work and family, women's issues and economic justice. Schor's latest book is Born to Buy: The Commercialized Child and the New Consumer Culture (Scribner 2004). She is also author of The Overworked American: The Unexpected Decline of Leisure and The Overspent American: Upscaling, Downshifting and the New Consumer. She has co-edited, The Golden Age of Capitalism: Reinterpreting the Postwar Experience, The Consumer Society Reader, and Sustainable Planet: Solutions for the 21st Century.   Schor is currently at work on a project on the commercialization of childhood, and is beginning research on environmental sustainability and its relation to Americans’ lifestyles.  Mark your calendars and join us for this special event which is cosponsored with the Department of Sociology and the Dean of Letters and Science.








Women’s Center on the Web


Want to keep up to date on what’s happening at the Women’s Center?  Be sure to check out our web sight at � HYPERLINK "http://www.montana.edu/~wwwomen" ��www.montana.edu/~wwwomen� to get the latest information on our programs.





Women’s Studies classes for Fall 2005





Women’s Studies 201- Introduction to Feminist


Theories and Methodologies


	Monday 4:10-7:00 pm, Lynda Sexson


English 330-Women in Literature


Tuesday and Thursdays 12:45-2:00 pm, Susan Kollin


History 408-Gender in North American and Canada


Monday, Wednesday, Friday 11:00-11:50 am, Mary Murphy


Human Development Health 480-Women’s Health 


Issues, Wednesday 2:00-4:45 pm, Laura Mentch





The Women’s Studies Minor now has its own rubric!  Look up classes under WS instead of the HUM for the two foundation credits for the Women’s Studies Minor on campus.








