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• Cost of Attendance 

• FAFSA, Parent Plus & Private Loans

• Scholarships

• Paying for School Strategies

• Planning Ahead



Costs & Planning Information
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Information and Next Steps



• Entrance Counseling
• Every student MUST Complete Entrance Counseling if you have not 

previously taken a Direct or Federal Family Loan:
• Log in to studentaid.gov

• Takes about 20-30 minutes & Must be completed in 1 session

• You will need your FSA ID/password

• Master Promissory Note
• This is the legal document in which you promise to repay your loans, interest & fees. 

Students must sign a MPN if they want to take their student loans.
• Takes about 15 minutes & Must be completed in 1 session

• You will need your FSA ID/password



• WorkStudy
• If you like to be considered for WorkStudy, 

please contact the Financial Aid Office at 
finaid@montana.edu.

• Workstudy will pay as a paycheck, not to your 
bill.

• You do NOT need WorkStudy to get a job on 
campus. 

• Special Conditions Appeal
• If your family income situation has changed 

since 2023, you may be able to file a Special 
Conditions Appeal – 

• https://www.montana.edu/financialaid/SPC.html

https://www.montana.edu/financialaid/SPC.html


• Students will receive an email from 
their loan servicer in the next few 
months.

• They should set up an account with 
their servicer so they “know their 
debt” right from the start.

• It is possible to pay interest on your 
loans while you are in school

• 2 Types of Federal Loans available to 
Freshmen:
• Subsidized & Unsubsidized

• Direct Subsidized Loans—6.39% 

• Direct Unsubsidized Loans—6.39%

• Direct Parent Plus Loans—8.94%

Student Loan Servicers



• Accept the amount you want when 
applying for PP loan. Total will be 
split in ½ fall/spring.

• If not approved, students can receive 
additional unsubsidized loans.

• You can choose to defer payments 
while student is in school.

• You can choose who receives the 
refund.

• Higher interest rate and origination 
fee than student loans.

• Log in with Parent FSA ID/password

• Opens May 1st every year

Key Information



Do your research before applying

Additional funding sources (if needed)
•Sallie Mae
•SoFi
•Citizens Bank
•CommonBond
•College Avenue

It is worth comparing terms to those of Parent Plus Loans.

Fast Choice and Credible are good comparison tools. 
They can be accessed through MSU’s Financial Aid Website under 
“Loans - Private”.



Payment Options & Where to Find Information



• Students can view & pay 
their bill in MyInfo. 
• Navigate to: Electronic 

Billing & Payment

• To make a payment, click on 
the QuikPay button at the 
bottom of the bill.
• Select View & Pay Account

• If your bill has a Confirm 
button, then your financial 
aid is covering your balance 
– you just need to click 
Confirm!



• To ensure any Refunds you may receive go 
directly to your bank, log-in here to set up direct 
deposit.
• Even if you don’t think you’ll get a refund, this is 

good to have in place for the future.

• Authorized Payers receive an email to set up 
their own login and portal
• This allows the Payers to receive statements and 

notices and to make their payments through their 
own dedicated portal.

• If you  are ready to make a payment, View and 
Pay Accounts will take you to the secure payment 
page.

• Line 1

• Line 2

Manage Refunds, Authorized Payers, 
View & Pay Account



A Note About FERPA

Students can complete a FERPA authorization allowing us to 
discuss account details with designated family members. 

Students will choose a code word that the family member 
gives us when you call. It should be something easy to 
remember like your dog’s name.

• Full Payment is due before the 

semester begins unless you apply for 

a Payment Plan.

• There is a $50 set up fee each semester (we 

do not charge interest).

• The first payment will process when the 

Payment Plan is set up.

• 3 additional monthly payments are due 

(October 1, November 1, December 1 for 

Fall).

• Accept your desired aid first to see your 

balance and determine if you need a plan.

• Apply through the QuikPay portal.

Tuition Payment Plans



• Request your funds early
• Some funds send electronically
• Some funds pay with a check

• Make sure your student’s name 
and the last 4 digits of there ID 
are on the payment.

• Sending a check?
 Office of Student Accounts
 Montana State University
 121 Montana Hall
 Bozeman, MT 59717

• Check with your plan to ensure 
that MSU meets its criteria.

• Determine how your funds will 
be dispersed well in advance of 
your bill.

Paying with a 529 Plan State Pre-Paid Tuition Plans

If your funds 
will be late – 

Please let 
Student 

Accounts know.





August 8

Bill Confirmation deadline 
if registered before 8/1

August 27

Bill Confirmation deadline 
if you registered after 8/1

September 10

Final deadline for taking 
action on bill “Zap Day”

October 1

FAFSA Opens for the 26/27 
year

November 1

Cat Scholarship Opens

January 9
Bill Confirmation deadline if 

registered before 12/31

January 20
Bill Confirmation deadline if 

you registered after 12/31

January 31
Cat Scholarship Priority 

Deadline

February 3
Final deadline for taking 
action on bill “Zap Day”



• Takes ONE YEAR to Complete the process

• Starts when you get a MT Drivers License, register 
vehicle & register to vote in MT

• Must be in the state for 12 consecutive months

• Can take NO MORE THAN 7 CREDITS/Semester

• Need MT address, work in MT, files taxes in MT

• Must be 51% financially independent

• Parent Plus Loan can count against 51%

• Can live in residence halls

• If taking 7 credits: still receive student benefits 
(fitness center, sporting events, etc)

• Registrar’s Office

• www.montana.edu/registrar/residency/registrar
-info.html

• Attend a Residency Workshop – every Tuesday 
from 2:00-3:00 (MT)

Obtaining Residency for Educational 
Purposes



Find Student 
Employment, Internships 
& Research 
Opportunities

Leadership & 
Development Events

Step 2

Jobs on and off campus

Internships

Career Positions

Career Fairs & Events

Step 3

On Campus Jobs

Culinary Services

University Student 
Housing

Event Services

Chik-fil-A

Make some money, build skills, make friends



We can help – call today to set up an appointment.

Accept Your Financial 
Aid Award in MyInfo

Complete Master 
Promissory Note & 

Entrance Counseling 
at studentaid.gov

Confirm Your Bill in 
MyInfo

Set up a Payment 
Plan if needed

Set up Authorized 
Payers if needed

Communicate with 
529 or other funds 

plan about fund 
transfer

Report outside 
scholarships with 

Scholarship 
Reporting Form

If you need to take 
additional action on 
your FAFSA, contact 

Financial Aid

Set up your Hire-a-
Bobcat Account to 

find a job

Talk to Financial Aid if 
you are interested in 

WORKSTUDY

Build a Summer 
Budget to start saving 

for Fall & Spring

Start putting dates in 
your Academic 

Calendar



Bill Pay Q&A              
Drop-Ins

Thursday, August 21: 1-3

Friday, August 22: 10-12

Monday, August 25: 12-3

All in SUB 152

Student 
Loans/FAFSA

October 9th

• 4:00 – 5:00 pm 

• SUB 168 & Webex

Scholarships 101

October 22nd

• 4:00-5:00 pm

• SUB 168 & Webex

November 4th

• 12:00 – 1:00 pm

• SUB 168 & Webex



• Keith Hamburg

 Keith.hamburg@montana.edu

• Jennifer White-Dobbs

 Jennifer.whitedobbs@montana.edu

• Pam Bittner

Pamela.bittner@montana.edu

• Vanessa Chau, Program Manager

 Vanessa.chau@montana.edu

MSU Office of Financial Education
406-994-4388

makechange@montana.edu

http://www.montana.edu/aycss/financialedu

mailto:Keith.hamburg@montana.edu
mailto:Jennifer.whitedobbs@montana.edu
mailto:Pamela.bittner@montana.edu
mailto:makechange@montana.edu
http://www.montana.edu/aycss/financialedu
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Step 1

Step 1

• Do the first step

Step 2

Step 2

• Do the second step

Step 3

Step 3

• Do the third step

Subheading



Subheading



Remove this textbox and embed a video by going to Insert > Video.

You can use videos to break up your speaking, but don’t rely on them too much. The students and 
parents want to hear YOU!



Contact information for presenters:

• Office/Presenter Name
 Phone
 Email | Website

• Office/Presenter Name
 Phone
 Email | Website

 

Remove this text box and 
insert presenter photo or 
logo here. You could also 

add a QR code!



Include a general run-down of the presentation using bullets below.

• Line 1

• Line 2

• Line 3

• Line 4
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