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Personal Statement

Personal Statement

The International Traditional Games are more than simple games to me, they
became a way to heal from trauma. | lost my mother at a young age and my
grandparents made the difficult decision to move the family from East Glacier
Village to Havre in order to keep my siblings and me together since we all have
different fathers. This ultimately separated me from my father's side of my
family for years. Throughout my childhood, | felt | had imagined my father's
family to help me cope with the loss of my mother. When the family did go back
to visit East Glacier Village for our annual summer camping trip, we would drive
through Browning and | would remember specific houses and people. | would
ask who they were and why | remembered them because | was slowly realizing
that they were not a figment of my imagination. My grandparents could not
bring themselves to talk about why only | felt this connection to Browning and
those people and those houses. When | turned eleven, | finally started getting
more of my questions answered. My father and the rest of the family wanted to
meet me and try to mend the broken bond. This broken bond was mainly from
not being taught the Blackfeet traditions my father and his family used to
partake in. They have experienced their own generational trauma and, sadly,
have not turned to traditional ceremonies for healing. When | first attended the
games | thought it would become something | could simply integrate into my
gym classes when | became a licensed teacher. The games became more than
that. They became a way that | discovered | was still broken. They kept saying
"You all should know certain ceremonies to have more knowledge of why these
games are important." | know why they are important on my mother's side
since | was taught traditions and ceremonies of my White Clay and Southern
Cheyenne heritage. | realized that | was as empty as a baby for being Blackfeet
and being on ancestral lands. At the end of the clinic, | voiced all of this to the
group. A leader was so moved and touched by my confession that he adopted
me as his daughter so that | can fill the void that | have been wanting to do for
so long. With moving higher in my certification of the Traditional Games and
learning more Blackfeet knowledge, | hope that one day my parental side of the
family will see how important traditional ceremonies are and that we need to
heal as a family. That healing can only be achieved through traditions and
ceremonies they once took part in.

-Donnelle Williams (Wanji Oyate Member)




Doubleball

-To start the game, players gather in a circle and the doubleball
is thrown up from the stick of one of the leaders. Once the
scrimmage starts, it is kept up until one side passes the
doubleball through their opponents goal. The players "pick" up
or fling the doubleball up off the ground. The doubleball can
only be carried on the stick and thrown to as many players as
needed.

-The scoring varies from 1 point for having the doubleball be
thrown and hang on the posts of the tripod; 2 points are
awarded if the doubleball is thrown through the goal;3 points
are given when the doubleball is thrown and wraps around the
top post that lays across the tripod posts.

-Scoring varies from the amount of designated points when
reached or however many points each team has at the end of
a set time of game play.
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Rock in Fist




Additional Resources

MT OPI |IEFA Resources
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