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PREPARED
SPEECH

This format requires that the speaker write and
deliver their own speech. The speaker will inform
or educate the audience on a single issue or topic.
The topic is only limited by age appropriateness
of the topic for the member. The purpose of

this category is to encourage participants to

give a speech in which they seek out accurate
information, organize it into a useful format, and
competently present the information. Speeches
may be persuasive or informative.

Remember that credibility plays an important

role in persuading audiences, such as dealing with
oppositional arguments in a fair and convincing way.
Good persuaders do not ignore the opposition, nor do
they simply attack the opposition; they engage the
opposition’s arguments in an even-handed way.

A speech has a clear and understandable theme or
thesis. Citing sources can increase the credibility of
the speech if it does not interfere with the delivery
of the prepared speech. The speaker is expected to
discuss the chosen topic intelligently, with a degree
of originality, in an interesting manner, and with
some benefit to the audience.

A prepared speech should have a clearly defined
introduction, body, and summary. The body contains
the development of the main ideas of the prepared
speech. The summary should not introduce new
material but should be used to reinforce the ideas
developed in the body and cement the theme and
main ideas in the minds of the audience.

Posters and Slides
None Allowed

Visual Aids

No visual aids will be used by the speaker to assist
with the delivery of the prepared speech. No props
are allowed.
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Length

Cloverbud, ages 5-7: 1-3 minutes
Junior/Intermediate, ages 8-13: 3-7 minutes
Senior ages, 14-18: 5-7 minutes

Exceeding 7 minutes in length does not result
in disqualification, but will be considered when
evaluating the presentation.

Number of Presenters

Prepared speeches may only be given by an
individual.

Questions

Anyone may ask questions. Evaluators/judges
generally ask questions first. Time for questions may
be limited.

Notes

Notes may be used by the speaker to assist with
the delivery of the speech. The notes should be
inconspicuous and not detract from the speech.

Attire

Appropriate attire for the occasion. Costumes may
not be used.

Other

In the event of a tie at senior level or at Montana 4-H
Congress, an impromptu can be used to break a tie.




4-H Prepared Speech

Date:

Member Name:

County:

Age:

Title:

[ ]Junior/Int (8-13) [_] Senior (14-18)

M

MONTANA

STATE UNIVERSITY

Performance

2 points

EXTENSION

Indicate point value that most closely matches performance.

3 points

4 points

POINTS

Topic used in a manner which is too

Topic used in a manner that could be

Topic used in a manner that is

Topic used in a manner that is

Topic challenging or too easy for speaker’s age | more challenging for speaker's age and | appropriate for speaker’s age and skill challenging for speaker’s age and skill
and skill level. skill level introduction. level. level.

) Not enough information is present to Full subject knowledge (more than

Knowledge d P Adequate knowledge of subject. In-depth knowledge of subject. ) g

and Coverage

judge speaker's knowledge.

required).

No logical sequence. Random jumping

Some areas of disorder and confusion.

Information presented in a concise,

Excellent conveying of main topic and

Body around, irrelevant information or lacking | Some rambling or squeezing in too much | effective manner. Relevant information | information. Interesting or creative
information. information, or lacking information. provided. organization of information.
. Volume, pronunciation or vocal variation . Voice and language are skillful and Volume, tone, timing, inflection, and
Voice . Voice and language are adequate. . .
needs improvement. effective. language enhance presentation.
. Appearance and mannerisms are Appearance and mannerisms are
Manner and | Appearance, body language or gestures | Appearance and mannerisms are ) . . . ;
i i presented with business-like conduct presented with a professional demeanor
Appearance | need improvement. appropriate.
and style. and personal style.
Opening/ . . . . . . Opening/Closing are well organized and | Opening/Closing are creative and
- Opening/Closing are missing or unclear. | Opening/Closing are clear and organized. . ) ) :
Closing pening/ g g pening/ g g effective. contribute to a cohesive presentation.
Effectiveness More practice is needed to maintain Audience interest is maintained. Effort is shown to enhance audience Multiple techniques are used to artfully

audience interest.

interest and involvement.

and successfully create audience interest.

Ribbon Placings: BLUE 28-21 points RED 20-15 points

92

WHITE 14 points and below

Presentation Time

TOTAL POINTS



What did the 4-H member do particularly well?

What could the 4-H member have done differently to make the presentation more effective?

Evaluator's name:

The US Department of Agriculture (USDA), Montana State University and Montana State University Extension prohibit discrimination in all of their programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability,
political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital and family status. ~
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