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January 26, 2017 -- From Your County MSU Extension

YOUR TOWN – Americans volunteer at rates are amongst the highest in the world.  It’s true that fire departments, libraries, museums, schools, and many other organizations could not function without volunteer support.  But no volunteer role has more impact on the future than educating and mentoring youth.  Young people in 4-H, the youth development program of Montana State University Extension, are two times more likely to get better grades in school, nearly five times more likely to graduate from college, and four times more likely to positively contribute to their families and communities compared to non-4-H youth.

Adults who do not have an agricultural background often assume they have little to offer the 4-H program as a volunteer.  While agricultural programs are a 4-H tradition, 4-H youth also perform better in science, engineering, technology, and applied math subjects and are more interested in pursuing science careers than non-4-H youth.  In fact, 4-H offers over 200 projects ranging from photography to rocketry and from foods and nutrition to robotics.  Outdoor related projects include camping, hiking, sport fishing, shooting sports, and wildlife conservation.

When it comes to volunteerism, the 4-H program has the flexibility to adapt to your schedule.  Project volunteers can lead an activity from once a week for a series of weeks to once a month for a year and everything in between.  Club leaders usually hold meetings once per month and assist youth with organizational, communication, service, and teambuilding skills.  All it takes is the willingness of an adult to share their time and talents with young people as a mentor and positive influence.  A relationship with a caring adult is one of the essential elements of the 4-H program and the rewards are endless.

To become a 4-H volunteer, contact the YOUR County MSU Extension Office at _________.  Upon successfully completing an application and background check, we offer volunteer orientation sessions to familiarize you with the 4-H program and will continue to assist you every step of the way.  

You can make a lifelong difference in the life of a young person.  In fact, 4-H alumni tell us that 4-H has a lasting impact on their lives providing them with many of the skills needed to be successful. These skills include public speaking, service to others and how to work as a member of a team.  Call the YOUR County MSU Extension Service today and help make a better community tomorrow.


Contact: YOUR NAME, YOUR County MSU Extension (406) 555-5555 or YOURNAME@montana.edu.
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