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Community Planning Assistance for Wildfire

Working with communities to reduce wildfire risks through improved
land use planning
What we do

Community Assistance

FLOOD

WISE Helping communities
COMMUNITY decrease flood risk
ASSISTANCE

Reducing flood risk, strengthening
communities
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Rural Capacity Index
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Montana Rural Capacity
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68%

of Montana counties
lack capacity to pursue
federal funding



Great Falls

Crow Reservation and Off-Reservation

Missoula Trust Land
MEDIUM CAPACITY
Rural Capacity Index: 52 (out of 100)

of locations nationwide
0
66 /é' have higher capacity.

Components of Index

) : Billings
County is metropolitan’? na o

Has head of planning? Mo

Has college or university? Yes
Adults with higher education: 18%

Families below poy 24%
Households with broadband: 66%
People without health insurance: 30%
Voter turnout: 68 %
Income st 19
Population change (2010 to 2021): 742
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3 strategies for
building capacity in
rural Montana



1. Staff up




2. Coordinate
regionally




3. Speak withone 4= = EL ==
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Learn more

Newsletter Rural Capacity Map

headwaterseconomics.org/contact headwaterseconomics.org/
equity/rural-capacity-map/

HEADWATERS ECONOMICS




E HEADWAIERS

Independent Nonpartisan Research

Kristin Smith, PhD

kris@headwaterseconomics.org
www.headwaterseconomics.org
W @kksmith312



mailto:kris@headwaterseconomics.org
http://www.headwaterseconomics.org/

	Rural Capacity�Identifying capacity gaps & solutions in Montana
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Some challenges are uniquely rural.
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	We have the data to address capacity gaps.
	Learn more
	Slide Number 18

