TE PLACE OF TEE QOUNTY AGENT IN THE HOME DEMONSIRATION FPROGRAM
Where there is no Home Demomstration .gent

by
J. 0. Hembre, County igrimltaral
Agent, Baker (Fallon Co.) Homtens

The toplic assigned to me perhaps does not call for arguments as to
the desiravility of carrying on Home Demonstration work im countles where there is
no Home Domomstration igemt. I wish to say & few words, however, in this commec-
tion in order that the agents who are not very keen about spending a portion of
thelr time on this work, if there are any such, may know how I justify the time
so spent,

If Extension work in Home Improvement ls to be carried on in coun-
ties where there is mo Home Demonstration igent then 1t is mecessary for the County
sgrimltaral Agent to give his cooperation to this phase of Extension work. In
ny mind there is no mestion as to vhether or not this should be done.

4-H Club work, it ls gemerally agreed, should be sarried on in every
sounty where Extension work is dome. This is desirable bdecause Club work is im-~
portant as such. That is, 1ts effect upon the boys and girls themselves is impor-
tant in training the farmers of the next gemsration. Club work is also lmportant
bessuse Lt ls often dur most effective memns of improving the gemeral agricaltural
practices smong adults. These are tw chlef reasons why County igeats should and
do give a portion of their time to 4~E Clubs. I think we will all admit that 4-H
Clubs should form a part of the County Jigemt's program.

Exactly the same reasoning and the mmnﬁmbhh
Demons tration work.

The mein objestives of Extension work in 2 county is the Lmprove-
ment of the form howes. ‘That is, to make living on the farm more satisfying.
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and you therefors spyreclate the very great need for huviang at least a few of the
modern comforts in the home in omder to male it satisfying.

1 am glad, too, that I was brought up on & farm vhere there was mot
an abundance of this world's goods, so that [ kmow from experience ms well as from
observation, the real need for improvement in the mrsl homes.

I have been in homes, and so have you, where there were tw rooms.
i homemade cuyboard, a kitehen stove, a table, a fow dhalrs -- nome too safe
8i t upon -- perhaps & wash stand or & box to serve the puryose and a folding cot
farnished the kitchen. In the second room there is & bed, & dresser and & llg-
nite stove. I am not saying this is not a good home. Iy of these houses are
g0pd homss, bat they could be made so much better and they hardly degin to satlsfy
the good mothers that work in them.

There sre no ruges on the bare floors -- and the fleors are 20 hard
to keep clean -- , there are no pictures, nothing but calendars, on the walls,
secarcely sny books, magasines, or papers. Fow these good women have the same emo-
tions, the same longings for the better taings of life as yowr vife and mine --
they are just as much entitled to them -- and this problem constitutes a part of
our Job.

e chief objective of this Extension work ls the improvement of
these fara homes. That is the chisf reason for the existence of this organlzation.
That spplies equally to every department of this organizatipm: agromemy, pomltry,
livestock, clothing, matrition -- every one of them.

The Couaty Agriealtural igent through his program for ecomomical
produstion is doing a great deal for the improvement of farm homes. We should not
overlook the faet that the improvement of the home s In itself an important fac-

tor in economical production.
The County agricultural .igemnt can by giving his cooperation to other

organ lzations and agencles do s great deal of direst home lmprovement work. Since



