
Montana Forest Stewardship

ñEmpowerment of Forest Owners 
Through Personal Involvementò



Montana ï 93 Million Acres

23 Million Acres -  Forested

3.8 Million Acres  -  Family Forests

1.36 Million Acres -  Managed by 
Forest Stewards



Å Chance of wildfire due to excessive fuel 

build-up 

Å Invasive plants, insects and diseases 

Å Landscape fragmentation 

Å Unmanaged recreational activities

Å Excessive soil erosion 

Å Loss of valuable riparian areas

Some Risks for Forest Lands



MSU Extension Forestry

Planning Workshops for Family Forest 

Owners

190 Workshops

4,452 Participants

2,883 Ownerships

Over 1.36 million acres managed by

Forest Stewardship participants

Forest Stewardship since 1991



Forest Ownership -  a tug -of -war?
Or; a Balance of Management



Why Should I Attend?

һ"Learn about keeping your forest healthy and 

productive for generations to come.

practical steps to meet your individual 

ownership objectives.

for cost share opportunities.



What Will I Learn?

How to write a Forest Stewardship Plan

How to manage fire risk

Range/understory vegetation management

Where to go for help

How to assess and maintain forest health

Wildlife habitat enhancement

How to protect and enhance water quality

Caring for your forest

Forest ecology

And much more!



National, State, and Local Partnerships

Private Family Forest Owners



1. Identify forest management objectives

2. Further your understanding of how forests function

3.

4. Develop a forest management plan to meet your objectives and 

support your forest

5. Visit with a Forest Stewardship Advisor on your forest

Forest Stewardship Process



1. Landowners begin the planning 
process receiving maps of their 
property and developing objectives.



2. Workshop sessions focus on three 
major forest resources

Timber (your trees)

Wildlife (their habitat)

Range (the understory plants)
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2a. Workshops begin with information
of how forests function beginning
with regional and local factors



6th year

5th year

4th year

3rd year

2nd year

1st year

Terminal leader

Coniferous Trees

2b. Moving to tree stand functions
then to tree  functions



2c. Small and large scale successional 
changes are discussed

The process of species change

Succession
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2d. Agents of Change Affecting Forests
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EPHEMERAL AREA

                     INTERMITTENT STREAM

                     PERENNIAL STREAM

EPHEMERAL AREA

RIPARIAN/WETLAND 
AREA

PERENNIAL STREAM

INTERMITTENT 

STREAM

INTERMITTENT 

STREAM

2e. Watersheds (importance and
protection)


