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Responding to concerns aired in
a survey taken by the study com-
mission, the group tried to provide
as much flexibility as possible...
especially in the area for greater
citizen participation.

Under the charter form, if ap-
proved by voters, mayor and council
positions will remain the same.
The proposed charter form would
automatically confer self-govern-
ing powers on the local government,
giving it the power to exercise any
powers not prohibited by the con-
stitution, state law or the local

charter itself.

The elected mayor would still
administer the government on a
part-time basis under the charter
form.

The second option would make
city elections nonpartisan,
streamlining the election process.

Elected members of the com-
mission include Keith Reeder,
chairman; Martin Malesich, secre-
tary; Cindy Smith Eccleston, and
John Gutcheck, who was ap-

pointed. Hilew

“Charter

question
on ballot
Tuesday

By John Barrows

When Dillon residents go to the
polls Tuesday, they'll find a sepa-
rate ballot, just for them.

That ballot will ask Dillon
residents to make two decisions.

The first will be whether or not
Dillon should adopta charter, with
the commission-executive plan.

- The second, which becomes effec-

tive only if the first is adopted,
asks whether or not the govern-
ment should be run on a partisan
or nonpartisan basis. |

The ballot is the result of a
earlier election, which named the
Dillon City Study Commission to
study and evaluate the present
form of government in the city.
The group met on a regular basis
and talked to dozens of people and
groups, and compared the existing
form of city government with al-
ternatives available to Montana
cities.

The commission then decided
to present the voters with an al-
ternative that could best meet the
needs of Dillon.

In explaining the charter form
of government, the study commis-
sion compares it to a state consti-
tution. Both, it says, explain how
the government is to be organized
and what powers it can have.

The local government charter
becomes the basis source for un-
derstanding the formal structure,
powers, rights and duties of a city,
town or county.

The city charter is subject to
both the U.S. and Montana Con-
stitutions, but gives a municipal-
ity greater control overitsinternal
affairs and how it deals with com-

* munity problems.

_The charter form, the commis-
sion said, gives the city the most
flexibility and local involvement of
any form of government available
for cities in Montana.

In its recommendations, the
Dillon City Study Commission
suggests the charter form of city -
government to replace the "tradi-
tional form" which has existed in
Dillon since 1885.

The charter form of government
was first made possible under the
1972 State Constitution.

Under the charter, as recom-
mended by the commission, the
council would approve the hiring
and dismissal of all department
heads, with hiring of other city
employees being retained by the
mayor. The president of the coun-

cil will make all council appoint-
ments to the standing city com-

mittees.



