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CHARTER OF LUREKA ‘ N

" his Charter and all amendments hereto shall con#titute the '

. form of govermment for the Towm of Eureka. Among the purposes of

this Charter are: to‘establish the Town Meeting Override of thé

th”?ﬂ Mayor-Council (Commission-Executive) form of governmémt; to

#ecure all péssible municipal home rule; to provide muhicipal

" dervices and faclilities with the highest degree of éfflclency and
.. ecomomy; and to provide Por the health, safety and well-being of
1ts clitizens. , Y i : o

[
+

ARTICLE I  GENERAL PROVISIONS:
.S#ctiom o ‘
E;igl" >

Eureka Bhall havé all powers not prohibited by the Constitution of

Montana, the laws of Mowtama, this Cparter, or theé Comstitutiom of
 thé Unlted States, “ .

' Eureké'ﬁ pell-govermment powérs shall be liberally comstrued.

Every reasonable doubt as to the existence of a power or authority

. -shall be resolved in favor of the existemce of that power or authotr

”‘Aﬁ:providéd by Article XT, Spctﬁon 5 of the Constitullon of Montana
- "‘provisions hereln establlshing executlve, leglslative and admin-
. iptbative structure and organlizatlon are superior to statutory

“K‘Vprovisions.

The péople of Eureka retain the right to amend provisions of this
Charter as provided Jn state law. P proposal for Charter amendment

. shall be presented t~ the veters for approval or rejJectlon as the
.. pole ballot issue. ' "

»

The municipal corporatlon now known as the "Town off Eureka" shall

¢ontinue to be a municipal corporation uhder,the same name and with
the actual boundaries of the municipallty at the time thls Charter

takes effect and ap lawfully changed thereafter.

'EXERCISE OF POWER: | oy
‘ALl self-government powers of the Town of Eureka belong t0 the

people of the Town of Eureka. Esercise ol those powers shall be
by their elected representatlves on the Councll and by the Primary

Town Meetlng and &ny Speclal Town Meetlngs. f

" EXISTING OBLIGATIONS: Yy |
" Any bond, debt, contract, abligation, 'or cause of action already

dcorued or establlshed by the Town of Eureka shall be unatfected

by this Charter. . "

OATH OF OFFICE: “ |
Bafore entering upon offlclal duty, thg Mayor and Council members

shall take and subsciibe to the oath of office as follows: b P

do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 1 wlll support, protect, and def
the Constitutinn of Lhe Unlted States, the Constitutlion of the Staet
of Montana, and the Eureka Charter, and I wlll faithfully and honor
ably discharge the duties of my office." ; -

POWER LIMITATIONS: _ . ; _
A.  The Counril may impose no new form of taxatlon nor modificati
of current taxatlon without prlor approval by the Primary
- Town Meeting. ‘




ARTICLE I .GENERAL PROVISIONS: cont'd.

Section - - | 2 T PN
1,09 . . 0i  The Council shall not obligate the Town govertiment to match
B -+ funds with any other level of goverhment without the express
.. © . .approval of the Primary Towh Meeting. This shall not be &
¢ i . restrictlon on any agreement between the Town of Eureka ahd
' Lincoln County for the provision or exchahge of services.
e : “
v . ba \ - g
ARTICLE II . THE TOWN MEETINGS: | b
SEction B ) b g gt o
2,01 . The Town Meeting: Primary and Special, ‘ o s

A, The Primary Town Meetling and any Speaial Town Meetings shall
: * . conslst of an assembly of the qualified electors of Eureka;
:“each of whom has ohe vote at any Town Meetirig.

£ g '1 Proxy: If, pn account of dllness, or absence from Eureka
R _for a medicdal or emergeticy medlcal cause or a ceremonial
' cause, a voter cannot attend a Frimary or a Special Towh:
Meeting, that voter may assign his vote by proxy to another
~qualified voter., The absent voter shall indicate oh the
. proxy whether 1t 1s to be used 'for all votes taken at the Mee
S il ‘Meeting (a blanket pnoxy), or whether it is to be used to A
“ﬂ:@". }f SR vote on one or two lssues, as a limlted proxy. .

S a. A limited proxy shall state clearly which isbueb are

ik, e ~ to be voted, ahd how: aye or nay on the fundamental -
SR ELE 0 e TR issues, Fundamental issues shall be construed as .
L aemfiagd . favoring change or hot favoring change, gihde an :
g ey 4 absent voter cantiot know the preciae mannet ih Hhich a
p sl s gy L Y résolullon might be presented

; W b. A person voting by proxy may leave thé choice of aye or

ST OO T nay to the voter who bears his proxy: if hevis leavihg
Wkt iy s 7 - cghe choice . to the proxy bearer) he muat 1ndicate 80 Uh

L El W;J:';:hf" .the face of the ballot. . |
'fﬁfg?i’fﬂﬁ5ﬁ}J( T'q; hBoth 1imited and blanket prokies are to be signed by the K
edraey B el 300, voter himself, and he must indicate the name of bhe ;

Adwogv <7 iperson to whom he is delegating his vote.

‘.i’m?,;"i‘gg; "d. If the Town Moderator determines that there is ho e
b g, TSR " 4iluess, accldent or ceremonial occasion ihvolved in b
! Ty o the absence of a voter, he shall disallow the proxy
: subJect to consultation,wlth the Councll and Mayor.
Their Lombined deuiaion shalL be final.- i

n‘hff“fl i‘vl“Ei‘No qualified voter may bear more thati one (1) proxy for .
o0 " another voter utiless they are his legal dependants, older
b e AV ik S g DD younger, liVing under his own roof or awWay at schoolﬁ‘

Al e 130 A proxy bearer mugt announce to the Town Meeting Moderntﬁf

B D T immediately on comhencement ‘or the Meeting or Uponh his -

“ Ho¥s ...+ arrival at the Meeting that he is bearing a proxy for whom, .
and why, If the bearer falls to go annouhce hils proxy, it

J*ﬂ; . becomes invalid: So that the person giving hik proxy is
¢, . aware of thls provision, it shall be printed in bold fane
- “x . . type on all proxy forms. : "

4, A proxy shall be obtained only at the Eureka City Hall;
or the main place of business: of the Town, Within thirty

{20 Auace nf he Moostinog fan Hhiﬂh 1+ 1a Aokdichatead.
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Section o b I

2,01.  Bi. " The Primary Town Meeting shall convene each yaar within.
o e BEH O Chibby (30) days before the adcption of the final anhual - '~ .
47 w0 Town budget; ' at that time, the Towm Meetlng shall -elect a =

: _ Town Meeting Moderator. i Y S e o B

”'fﬂf ‘fb,gi-'The Mayor with the consent of the Council shall set thé'ﬁiméfﬂ‘
'1ffjﬁfj'“”“.g 'of the Primary Toyn Meeting at a place large enough to ac-, 0 4
S T ;;alv\ comodute§at 1eaab five huhdred personshJSOO'persons).';.,',L

wast 0 Dati "A quorum of the Primary Town Meeting shall consist of at iy
LAt e least ten (10) percent of the qualified electors of the Towis "t~ .
" A quorum of any: Speclal Town Meetings shall consist of atb i
cyoit o, least fifteen. (15) percent of the qualified electors of the ..
. LT ToWn‘. o e . 4 } ¥ty "-_
o b O T ’ AN I TR ' ‘ ‘ & . e
L8 T 1. In the eveht that a quorum cannot be assembled;no meeting .
S can be held. ; o b e
o v 2 In the event that a quorum cannot be assembled, the Mayor
h ; and the Council may take the absence of a quortm to imply -

| i&&”f:ff1 B consent to any proposals that the Mayor or Council placed.
heg i 8 U ¢ on the agendd. % - i ; ¥

ol BG e Special Town Meell.es may be called by:

spedt i Ll 1, The Mayor : i ;

pi b RS eE (Y The Chutell ; ' A - :

aeh IhEL -3, Any  fifteen (15) ~srcent of the qualified electors .

SR T petditioning the . or or the Town Meeting Moderator. 11
Y0 as  Any petition sou presented must be the thlrd (3rd) order
‘. of business on any agenda, following only financial . . .|

Y% business or business. prgsented by the Mayor atid/of Coungil
AR b unless the business of the petition cancerns use of " . /1,
LR e Rl e 8 T ‘Town funds, in which chse 1t will take first (LB )i,
it A0 el opdel along with all other financial busginess. -~ ... .
a;ggﬁyr"POWERSQOF TOWN MEETINGS : " R EI : RATRA" g e fal G
T Bt NS B Town Meeting resolution is that decisioh agreed bo by & fii: +
et majoplby of the gqualified electors present and voting; i
AR ' all proxies voting on the issue must be .included. .
_,Qg{=f'  B;T':‘TOWH Meetrhg resolutions prdposing‘ordinanceé;*ordinﬁhce' sy
e T . .. _ changes, and budgetary chahges are to be considered bihddng. .

. ',. .. .- The Town Council shall enact ordinances which embody both b
i B ;the‘spirit and the intent of Town Meeting binding resolutloms.’'

f "@ﬁﬂF’ C.'. A binding btesolution of a Town Meebing shall be effective for
% . . - one (1) year, or until another Town Meeting alters the res= .

,ﬁif o olutlon, T ) :
ffﬂ:37,';D¢ ~Town Meeting procedurea_othernﬁhan those prescribed by ghid 4o
A o Charter shall be adopted by each Town Meetlng itself, S

8 PLEVY . Any qualified elector of the Town Meeting may initiate from .
: - the floor a procedural motion. - B T Sy
.y o .F.. All voting may be open, except for the election of the Towd -
: * ¢ ' Meebting Moderator as provided below, ‘but shiall be by secret =
" ballot upon the request of at least flve (5) members of the - .~
~ Town Meeting. B 4 b g ai s , - '



3 ﬁpf y; Af
ARTICLE IT . MHE Town MEETINGS: * B IR " gy AR
Section - e g ) e G, oy R
2.03 THE_MAYOR AND_ TOWN MEETINGS' g SERARTI |
gt T A e i (o P

7 The Mayor shall attend all Town Meetings: f‘_"‘*‘- e SRR
. ”_§f5:;B.?f The Mayor shall present the zollowing at ‘each Primary Towh ;'TfQ
A Ty  ; Meeting, i1 | o | ‘Abf :
ngé;fff}fif” 1‘ a summary of~the annual budget, wh&th shall be publiahed
B Bk o g TR L - in a promlinent public place and in- the' Tocal newspaper ( S)
b Sl g e R »for two (2) consecutlive lssues immediahely priob’tu the ; "
"t o i?jy " Primary Town Meetlng] Wi ; s
L G P gl g ' ; ' ' R Gl
,ﬁ‘fﬁbfg %t-.;a:éi ah eXplanation of any. increases or any decreases in ~:fq"
p}whrw.:fj«:;~ 'nifbudgetary allotmants from the preceding year; ‘fl‘, ;V el
FRON A T S Bt AWk
R aba i T simple outline for discussion for each proposal to uae ~

. hown fuhds on a matching basis with’ either the State or

| .. Federal governments or their agenclesj such contracts now
.’ in force shall continue until altered by arPrimary Towh .

. ~.Meeting, or until the CDuncil vOtes bo discontinueg _*‘g

mﬁ fany prOposals that NOUld change the structure of the .5ﬂ'
“w | permanent Town goverhment boards,: commissions, uommittee#(
'y or agehcies} g i -:. Al ; ,v LV~

";"Q&ny ndditiohul proposala the Mayor and/or a majority of
: g ',fthe Oouncil chooses to~submit for debate or, vdtej

e fhny petition pre:énted by at 1east teh (10) percent or
.., of the-qualified voters in sthe case of & Primary Town
0 . Meeting, or by ‘fifteen (15) percent of ‘tHe qualified
e ;‘votera in the. case of a Special Town Meetingau_ -fv-

;;fuﬁhe Mayor shall present an ekplanation ‘of anhy. use ‘iade be ‘;fjf
. emergefnicy -budgetary adjustment powers by the Council in the .- ..
. interim. between prp Meetings. The Towh Meeting Bhail VOte 3. ;

£ l resolution to: ." ] Tl ¥ . o
MR lu .gohtinue the emergenoy'uctiong Wf'*-.‘ -‘;“‘ P 7: ﬂ;
U, modify the, emergency acbiong - ‘;Jgré“ ;}*ij;if:}_“ U e
3& repeal, ‘the' emergency actionj R R e
' S 4; ﬁ? igree upon a difrerent method to gain the hecessary‘Eﬁd;_ﬁ
‘ ..'.' _,{‘:}"} 3 4 . ; o ¥ \ " ; ‘ !‘““.g.- v-'.jn
7%5104 EQHN MEETING AGENDA‘ S B e y 5- ‘ ?'~-<ﬂ“‘ : -'j-J
fftﬁﬁ Ai The Prima?y Town Meeting agenda shall inulude the rollowihg
g W itemn in-the follbwing ordert : T ; .l“bw;
’i.election of the Town Heeting Moderator as provideﬁ below; :
;iH?E.‘the Mayor's requiped reporQs, ; i ,"s_?- j;. Ee -~1&;_7
3. any business propbsed by the Mayor. or a majoﬁity bf the hﬂiﬂ“
:‘Councili 2 AT 8 A oy : ;f;

:f ;'ﬁijany businesa proposed in the prescribed manner by writtéh
S “petition of at least tet (10) pencenb of* the VOtars; f!

¥ 4
¥

,ffﬁi'ht the discretion of the Town Moderator, ‘ahy buaiheSS S fﬁ-;

-@,g.;hmv«‘@;r.‘,%'prOpoaed by any qualified elector from the floor of the," ;w
el L e e R A B et M st Red har®” deatd ae With Tewndfunda; Rk
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" The Speeial Town Meeting agenda shall be. set by the person e

‘1or peraons responsible for, calling the apecial meeting.

2.

s

‘Other items of buainess introduced from the floor may be
' obbnsidered by the Special Town Meeting at the disoretion
of the Town Meeting Moderator. | i W““

t

The Mayor shall post notice of thé~agenda of each opecial
Town Meeting in a'prominent public plack ohe (1) week .

“prior to the scheduled Meeting, and shall maké every

effort tv place the speclal agenda ih the local newsw-”ﬁ”i“'

g gl . paper (s) If that is feasible, This notice shall contain'
e .. all fixed agenda items, and shall also advise voters =
wihog : . that additional agenda items may be' intﬁoduoed ftom ﬁhé :
Yt 0 Eloor. of‘the Special Towd Meeting. 4 .
hAﬁ‘ B . S o
A T e {3.'jBuBineas dealihg with finahce and taxation ehall be *
A iy ; - .- clearly labeled in the agenda, and shall be .the first (lst
B g M TR g B order of business. .
5 *rown MEETING MODERATOR B _ | 5t
‘?,‘ .Vtﬁf- AJ The Town Meetihg Moderabor shall be elected by the Primary

i i Town Meeblng for a term of one. (1) year ‘ahd shall Berve ho ki
oy d B ‘. more than two (2) consecutive terms. _ Files ok '
ALl SET v Reatwton mhaTl te diected by o sind avLby B b qualified
b “#t.lz‘ voters after open nomlinations and by secret ballot ‘ .
,‘-i“._\_.‘a‘; i "‘:_,P : "“.

S S TR R ‘,ls In the event of illness or'ihcapiuitabion, the Towh

v PTRE S . ' Meeting shall’ nominate and elect a bemp%rary Moderatora~-
w:;;-?;- ',Cs‘ The Town Meeting Moderator .shall: | :
J7»}ff";‘ '; 1. be the presiding officer of all Towt Meetingo, but shall”
T Lo ey Sl . nbt hold other governmental office or dutlesj :
W g SR :
Wi T L iy maintain an atmoaphere conducive to open’ diBLUBBiOh ahd " '
T s o debatej hold time for debate and discussion ofall issues?h;’

bl 2 ' eVoking interest from the floor; \ s g i
1?'f;‘i 3r7 make every reasonable eflfort to aaoure that all parties i

here > ‘ - toa dieoussion are heard and understood, e

S¥IL - "k, receive the ‘same ‘financial remuneration as that receiVed,”

g 4ol "t by the Mayor and Council members combined for one (1)‘

oo kel meetihg, or at least sixty-five dollars ($65 00)4

.Qﬁoﬁb i | | . 57 | '

ARTICLE IIIp | THE MAYOR_AND COUNQ;L- L

\giﬂhubion
b 360

FORM oﬁ GOVEHNMENT. Gy ¢

., b

fﬁhfﬁT’iHi hurekn‘e form of governmeht shall oonﬂiht of an elected Council
ettt bef four (U4) members and a Mayor. Elections shall be conducted oh_=
{~g€J'”gf;‘ a nohpartisan baels, as provided by Montara law. :
;.-(‘ ) Ry gz, b . i s

heBa2; QQIES OF THE MAYOR : N

‘t“i AT it G s g Qﬁ e T n1nn+na bt Tamwa Pan b Fahm AP PAHM {h\

e b



ARTICLE Ifi 'THE

MAYOR AND COUNCIL:

Section ¢t
302 i B,
| Ci

o,
Ei
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MR P

He

enforce laws, ordinances, and @ouncil resolutions;

perform duties required of the Mayor by law, vrdinahce,
or,.Council resolutlon;

admihister affairs of the local government;

d

carry out policies.eatablished by tile Council and the Town

iMeetings, p N

recommend measures to the Council and/or the Town Meétiﬁg&‘

report to the Council ahd Town Meetings Dn tHe affairs and
financial, condition bf thq 1oca1 government;ahnd as they requim

execubte bonds, notes, Lontrauts, and written obligations o
the Town government, subjJect to the approVal of the Couhcil
and the Town Meeting. ;

execute the budget adopted by bhe ot goVernmént*

Aappcint, with the ‘consent of the Council, all members of
boards; except, the Mayor may appoint without consent of
_ the Council temporary advisory committees,

present a summary or ‘the annual Town budget td the Primary
Town Meeting, ‘

posess only a tie-bﬁeaking vote on the Counci1¢

'S

:3s03 DISORETIONARY POWERS OF THE MAYOR:

:357f ~ The, Mayor may:

A

.l

appoint ohe or more administrative assistants if the ,
majority of the Counhcil determines that the administrative

 ' buginess of the Town reguires 1t, Such assistants shall -
' be answerable solely to the Mayor, and thelr employment
shall cease upon the expiration of the Mayor's term of office,

'Jappointd With the vonsent of the Council all department

heads. The mayor may remove department heaﬁs,
L

_exercise dontrol and supervision of all departm@hts and

boattds to thendegree authorized by Drdinance of the Councii} ~

prepare the budget in consultation With the Councii and

" department heads;

i ":: ;'- E b

initiate, at any time; a Spgbial Town Meetinga;

] & H i

3,04 THE TOWN GOUNCIL: | - &

The Towh Council consists of two (2) couhclil membets nhomihated and’

“'ny'~"*.elected from each of two (2) wards in which the candldates shall .
%+ -+ reside, and which are apportioned by population. The Council ahali

A,
B.

be elected for overlapping terms of four (4) years;

have ordinance-maklng powers; all votes taken Bhall be

b m A A ey vimsaa Al nbAamdvme amrrAa A o FiAaar



Section 4 ' - g
3 Ok, - THE TOWN COUNCIL' cont'd.

“‘Jg!  };"w ; i without that member's written conaent recording how
oy gt th 8 S e - his vote,1s to be cast. : _ AR

Cs. Ini the event that the chairman of the Council must assume
the dutles of the Mayor; the chairman will have to vote oH
s Pent ¥ ~ the Council while functioning as the executive officetd, ! but :
o b Bl AT ; 4 he may vote g take no action until the Mayor returnsm P

U 5.05 ; The actiVities of the Town ' 'government shall bé ‘a1striblted among -
: Hu.ﬂj‘ ‘Buch departments and agencies as are established by ordinahce of thé
: ‘ “ GOuncil.

i ”3.06.j All elected offices shall become vacant uUpon the death, fesignatiﬁh}*
0.+ removal from office 1n ahy manner authorized, by law, or forfeiture
Fo s gl B AL office. R T " : ,

ig;{.gFf;;:f' -Au* An elected official shall forfelt office if he.l

g o 1., loses his eligibility for election to the poaitioh‘
. 2+ violates any exptess prohlbition of this Uharter;

3.. 1s convicted of sa felony! , #
T ; 4. 18 convicted .of having been party to a bfibe, a ftaud,
o Bt "~ or of conspiracy to commlt fraud; Rl
oo 0 By 18 found by the Town Meetihg to have used his office e
Tt Bl e L fob prlvate enrichment or the entichment of his im-
gl B, £ 4 mediate family, : :

»

L F *_;f€ Af,"'_B; ‘An elected offibial under {ndictment fof a telony shall -

St a7 "8, be suspended from office by a Town Meeting if the Meeting
TP TN determihes that the ablllyy to perform officill duties ia
ﬂ';?* ajw ?"¢ \ 1mpa1red A e :

iy e ¥

3407 ¥ In the event or & vacancy in any elected office, the bouhcil shail

;afj by a majority vote, appoint a persoh eligible to Hold such office .
helk Until the next regular Town election, at which time the remainder df
e ¥;,.; _ bhe term shall be filled as provided by 1aw.-‘ | &
w'3 08 The salaries ahd reimbursement ror expensea of alI elected and !
g . appointed officials shall be established by ordinance of the Gohhuii;
. ‘Vw* ‘Balaries shall be reviewed every two (2) years and adjustment made: .
' “for anhual cost of living increases, at the discretion of the :
madorihy of the Council, . ‘ %

Anﬁgm w o MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS! .+ = « "5 . . wiin
‘Seet nh ;
4 01 BEAPPORTIONMENT AND REDISTRIOQING OF" WARDS. e

: The Council shall make every effort -to keep the vobihg wards aar-?‘
s hearly equal in population as possible; as determined by the moat
',"becent United States censua of population. bty ¥ \.l“y

[T P e

1

.,_.w:" b S

d

R
b ofi

‘”“f\ﬁ,TAis District or ward boundaries shall be adjusted wheri bhe diB“;‘fé:
*‘Wf ﬁ?ict eXceeds the other by ten (10) percenb.or mnre. o

Atk Y i
i e TG T :

Ward ‘boundaries may be changed by ordinance, except that the
- resulting wards must comply with thg population btandardp of -
“this Charter. In the event of ‘a-judicial challehge to. the

o G ordinance, the burden of proof shall rest upon the. Town. “*'L}n‘
ﬂ b2 "‘ If Ahy provision of this Charter is held invalid, the otheﬂ provisians
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Section

5201 i

5.03

General Translition

Transition Lo the chavter form o govermment shall be an
preveribed by dtate law., The Yonecell may provide Tor such
trarsttlon by ordlnance, rule or recolution not Inconslstent
with state law. The provislons of thils transition artlele
shall not be publiehed an part of the Charter after July 1, 197¢

/
Courcll Wards

Untll modified. $ ace-rdance with She provisions of thins
Charter, as a regult of fntere popul #Lon changen, the Ward
boutdarles ehald vovdin ap oot d in Toun ordinange ar of
the el'feclive date of Lhte e,

\

Continuatlon of Luployoent
A1 town emelayece shall coftinve v the peeformance of

thelr dutbler . Adepllon of Lhile vsepher shall not aflect
the rtatus ol preseat Town cmplalecs.

Comnigslon lerus

¥
The two (&) council members of cach Ward shsll draw lots to
establish thelr respective tevms of office at the first
meeting of the Councll, Onc (1) oouneil wmember from each
Ward shall rerve a first term of four(4) yeavrg,and the other
Councll member from that Ward shall gerve a flvst term of
two (2) yesrs, thus establishiug staggered tepns of offlce.

IFirst Town Mectling ,
. [ Y
The Mayor shall sef the tlme and place ol the flrut Primary
Town Meeting, 1in accordauce wlth thi's Charter., A3 the {rst
,order of business al the meetling, the Mayor wlll conduct
an election for the Town Meeting Moderator, ‘
£, % :

t



