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CIARTER 0T JUDIT:! GAP

o b;g
Pri : as1rter sad nll scendrents heretos sholl coastlitute
the foro of ~overacnat for the Towa of Judith Gnne Aneng
thie purnose »f this chorter are; to estoblish the Tswa
HMeeting Over-ride of the Maysr-Couacil forn of roveramnents
to segure »ll pessible anunlelpol home rulej to »nrovide
ieinel services and foellities with the hishest degrge
of effieietcy n1d eednortys ond ¢ provide for the heslth,
safety and well-belnrs 2f 1tg eitizens,

Fadith Gop shail Brve all newers mot prohiblted by the
Constitublon of lientona, the lows of Montonn, the Constiw
tation of the Tnited States, or ghils Charter,

Judith G-n's sclf-raversnent pewers shall be libernlly
cnistrued, Every rensonnble doubt ss to the exlstence ofa
pewer or outhnrity shall be resolved in faver of the existe
erice of thot power or suthsrity, '

As provided by Article XI, Section 5 ofthe Constitutisn

of YMont2no, pProvisisns herein establishing executive; lep-
lglative r1d nd-inistretive struecture ang srtmization are
superior tn statutsrry prsvisisns,

The peonle of Judith Gop retain the risht £o nuend previe
sions of this Chorter as provided in stnbt. law, A proposal
for Charter scewduent shall be nresented to the voters for
opproval or rejectim os the sole bHollot issne,

The ~unieip~l cornorotinn now known ns the '"Pown sf Judith
Gap" ghall econbtinue to he o uauinielpal eorporstisn under
the saue nome o1d with the netunl bourdaries of the nunie-
ipolity at the tise this Charter tolkes effeet ond ns low=
fully ehonred there-fter,

A1l self-povernnent powers of the Town of Judith Gnp
belon~ to the nesple of Judith Gap. The powers shall he
excreigsed by thcir elected representatives oa the Couneil
and by the Prisory Town Meeting nad ouy Speclal Town
Heetings,

Exlsting Oblipstions
‘ny bond, debt, contract, eblization, or eouse »f sction

elrecdy ocerued nr esztoblished by the Towm of Judith Gop
31311 be uncffected by this Chnrter,
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L ﬁrticic I, Generzl Provisions cant.

4,08

Peower Linotation
K. The Ceuncil uny lapese no nev forn of toxntlon with-

out annreval by the Prizary Town Meetlns.

B, The Comneil may iapese no nllepurpsse nill levy on
renl nnd personal proverty in excess of the limits
n1lowed to towns with reneral goveranent powers
with-out apnroval of the “rinoary Town icetlngo

C, The Comncil shell not oblinate the town goverment to
anteh funde with ony ather level »f goveranent witheut

the express cpprovel of the Priiery T-ua ¥eeting, This
an1lnot be » restrictisn on ~ay orrecient £ between
the Town of Judith Gop »nd thenstland Ceunty for the
provisions or exchrnze of services.

fOath of Nfflee
Refore eaterin upen offiecinsl duty, nll elected officols

«hnll tolke and subscribe to the oath of office ns fsllowse
g o ds snlenmly swenr(or offiral thot I will
support, protect, ond deferd the Constitution of the
Tnited Ctotes, the Constitution of the Stnte of lontana,
a1d the Judith Gep Chorter, nad I will fnithfully ond
housrably discharpe the duties of ny effice.f

The Town lleetings

Town Meetin
The Primary Pouwn Meeting nnd any Speclal Town Meetblings
shsll consist of on ossenbly of the quolified electers

of Judith Gop, ench of whom hos one vote st any Tewn
leetine, The Moyor shnll be the noderstor ot all town

veetingms,

Ao The Pri-isry Town leeting sholl convene each yenT nn
the first Tuesday in ilorche

B, A quornn of the Priuary Town teetinn shall consist
of ot lenst tea percent(i07) of the qualified electors

of the TowRo

10 A quorna nf awy Speelol Tewn Heetings ghall cone
gist »f nt leost fifteen perceat(15%) ~f the
quolified electnrs of the Towm,

2, In the eveat tint n quorua ean nat be assembled,
no “eetin~ ent be helds

3, In the event that s guerua con not be ssseubledy
the ~~yor nnd the Cowacil ury Trike the ohsence of
» quarnn to inply gonsent to ~ny pronosnls thot
they snbititted on the anendo.
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Do Specinl Towa lMeetings n»sy be eslled bya
1. The Mnyors

2o Anajority of the Counells or

3. Fifteen perce:t (159) of the quolified electors
vatitiosning the "»vasr sr the towm clarlc,

Pewores of Towr Mactinrs

Ao ® tow teetIn~ Ay review the ammunl town budret, the
exlstias t-wi srdinnices rng -

1o

Yy arjerity res-~lution cecent the hudtet ~md erdine
ces,

20 require the Town Comiell tn vofify the budret gnd
ordinonees, or
ao require the Town Coumneil to repeal the srdinances,
o If the Town Yeetins does not choose to toke aection
on an ordinance, that ordinsnee shall stowd as is,
Eoeh ordinonce tust be voted en sepnrotely, but the
Town lMeeting need not consider every ordlinonee,

Be % Town Meeting resolutisn thet is binding on the Z4hdg

Counell nust »e ndopted by a nn jordity of the quolified
electors precent and vating, after tine for discussion hos
been ollowed. A resolution is thot deeisinan arreed to

by 2 majority of the qualified eleetors nresent ond
VOtinﬁo :

Co Town Meeting resolutions propssing ordinonces, ordin
ance chrnpes, and budpetory chonges are binding on the
Town Couneil. The Counell shell ennet ordinances vhieh

enbady both the spirit snd the intent of Town Vieeting
rezsolution,

D,
The Ceunell shnll be hHound by the resslutisn of o Town
ieeting for a period of one f£ (1) year, or until
enother Town Yeeting nlters the resslut oNo

Eo, Any nmenber sf the Toun Meeting nmay initioste from the
floer a proeedurnrl notien.

Fo Town Meeting procedures shell be adopted by the Tawn
Meeting other thrn those prescribed by this Cherter.
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§ i irtieal IT. The Town Nestings

2,03 Town Mestins Apend T by '
| Ao The %?Imary Town Meeting apgends sholl inelude the

folloewing itens in the following order:

1, The Xfayor sholl nresent thc.follbwing at'each
Prinsry Town Meeting: | i

Mo ¢ suriory of the prelininary snnucl budpet,
vhieh shall be nlcoced in o prominent public
place twa(2) weeks prisr to the Prinary Town
Heetings £n

bo nn explonntinn »f any inererses sr any decrenses
in budretsry »llatrents fron the preceding years
¢o an outline for discussi-n fer ench prenesal ta
use tewn funds on a matehing hrsis with clther
the stote nr federeol povernnents or their agencie:
d. any propesals thot would chanpge the structure
of the town governnent!s pernsnent boards,
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*'“g eounissions; or eomnitides,
g @, ony business proposed by the lMayor or o najerity
Tt of the eounells _ :
il fo any petien presented by ot least ten nercent
i (107) of the quolified voters,
e
g .% 2, Any business eoncerning the use of town fundss
} ;i 3o Any Business proposed by sny qualified elector fron
4 }} the floor of the Town Heetlng, excevt business
8 ;} denling with touwn fundes, which nust be discussed as
3 '% the first(1st) iten on %he opendo,

é B. The Gpeelal Town Meeting srenda shall include the

4

followinpg i1teris:

1o The arendn will bo set by the nerson »r porsons
responsible for eolling the sneeinl neeting, Other
itens of business intrsduced fron the floer nay be
eonsidered by the Sneeinl Town lNeeting at the
discretion of the lloyor. - :
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2o The noyer sholl neost notice of the apends of each
Specisl Town leeting one (1) week prisr tn the Town
Hesting in » prominent public plaee, This notice
shall eontain 01l fixed apgenda iteas, 2and shesll alse
advise voters thot ndditionnl agendn items :iny be
introduced fron the flsor of the Speciol Teown lMeeking

o TR M e -

3. B3usiness denling with finsnee and trxuntisn shall
be elearly labeled in the agenday; snd shall be the
g ] first order ef business, : :
-_§
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T, Tha Maver spd Tewn Ceaupedd

Foru of Governnent

Judith Gep's Form of povernnent shall consist of an eleseted
Cauneil of 74# four (1) nenbers ond s oyore

A, Eleetions shall b2 condueted on » nanpartisan bosis,
ns provided hy ontonn lowe

e The Mayor and Counell Menbers shnll be nonuinoted
and elccted eot-lorges

Duties »f the ilova;

The Maysr shiall be o resident and qunlified elector »f the
Town of Judith Gep, and shells

Ao serve o tua(2) yesr tern;

3. enforce lnws, ordinsnces, ond ressiutions;

8, perforn duties requlred of the layor by state law,
erdinance, or regseclutions

Do rdminister affairs of the loesl povernnent;

Eo ecorry out policies estoblished by the Couneil and the
Tewn lMeetingss

F. recomiend neasures to the Couneil and or the Town
Meatinpss

G, repot to the Council end Town lMestings en the nffnirs
ond finaneiel éﬁﬁﬂiﬂiif/condition of the loeal pgovernnent

H, exeeute bondsy netes, contracts, and written oblipations
of the town governnent, subject to the spnrovel of the
Couneil osnd Town Meetinps

I, serve ng noderstor at sll Town leetings, and Ceuncil
neetings snd nay toke part In discussionss

Jo raport to the Counneil nnd Town lieetings ns they nay
requires

K. exeeute the budpget ndopted by the town neeting ond
townn esunells

L, appeint , with the esnsent of the Counecil, nll nenbers
of hoordss excent, the layor nny apnoint vithout the
congent of the Counc*l Tenporary ndvisory comnltibess

Mo pregent o suznary of the snnuel Town hudpet to the
Prinary Tewn Meetingy

N, pessess only o tie-hrenking vote sn the Councilg
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3,02 Duties of May@f cont.

0, present sn explenatien of any use nnde of enerpency
brndpstary adjustnent powers by the Couneil in the
interln between Town Meetings o The Touwn Meeting shall

1, vote to esntinue the emergency actiong

2o nodify the enerpency actiony

3. repeal the actiens or :

L, asrce upon a different rethed to prin the necessery
resulta, ‘ o

Dizecretionn

The Moyer inys ‘

A =~npoint one or nore ndninistretive ngsistonts If the
nnjority of the Couneil deteraines thnt the adninise
Brative busineass of the Town requires it, Such nde-
inigtraotive nssistonts shnll be answernble snalely to

the moyor, rnd their coniployment sholl cerse upon the
expiratien of the nayor?s toern of effice;

B., appoint, wlth the consent of o najority of the Conneil
2ll dennrtnent heads, The neysr noy renove deportaent
heods:

Co vetc ordinonees snd resslutisns of the Couneill, snbject
tn override by three (3) nenbers of the Counecil or by
a resolution of the Town Meetings

D, exercise contrnl and zunervision »f 51l departrents
and hoards to the degras suithorized hy erdinance of
the Couneilj '

L. prepore the budret in consultetien with the Council
and departrient hendss :

Fo initiote, ot ony tite, n Special Town leeting.
own Cn ]

The Town Council shall eonsist of four(k) ceuncil nemhers
who shell be known as aldarnen, and whon are residents and
quolified electors of the Town »f Judith Gep,

The Town Comnell sholl: :

Ao be elected for overlopping terns of tws(2) yeorss

3, hove ordisnce~nnking powers

Co shell elect fron among their own nunber a ehoirnan,
who shall be the presiding officer ant nll Council
nsatings, nnd who sholl be the axecutive officer of
the Town in the event thot the #A4EU/ Mayor is absent,
111 or ineopncitrted, In the event thrt the chairnon
of the Council rmast nssmme the duties 1. the loyor,
the chnrirarn will hove ne Yete on the Councll while
funetisnin~g as the exeeutive »fficer.
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,:-‘féj_}:fticle ITT. The Moyor ond Town Connell Cont.,

153i05 The actlivities of the Town gnvernaent shall he distributed
i afienng such deportrients -nd noencles as sre estoblished by
erdinance of the Council,

o
3,06 The salories ond reinbusenent for expenses of nll elected
4 and appointed offici~ls shnll Ye estoblished by srdinnnce
{4 of the Ceunecil.
3.07 All oleeted offices shrll becone vocont upon the derthy

s reglmnntlony reqovel from effice In ony sionner anthorized
bv 1auw. nr forfeiture of sffice:

H he on eleected officinl shnll forfeit nfiice if het

! 1. Loses his elisibility f-relectlisn £t the positiong

20 Wielates any exnress vrohihition of this Cherters

; 3, is ennvicted ~ » felonys

N Ly 18 £ound by the Town 2ee%ing to hove used his

; 4; afflee for privete enrich-ent or enrichnent of his

! irmedinte fonily, er

5, 1s eonvieted »° having been porty to a brive, of
fraud; o7 of conspiracy to comit fraud,

H Bo an elected officiol shnll he susnended fron office by
i a Town Nesting vhile under indietrnient f£or » felony

i if a2 Town leeting deternines that the ability to perforn
f offieinl duties 1s inpaired,

3,08 In the ecvent af wvaecsney in any elected nifice, the Ceuncil,
i shnll, by a nojority vote, appsint o nersen elipible to

& held sueh offlice until the next resnlor Town eleetion,

{d at which tirne the renoinder of the term shnll be filled ns
li : provided by lave

f érticle Iv: His onesug Provigi
. Seetion
4,01 Effec%igg Dnte
o This Chorter sholl becone effective on Moy 2, 1977
14
4,02 w
~ny nravision of this Chorter is held invnlid, the

ether provisisng »f this Charter shnll nat be affeeted

therebyr, If the apnlicetion of the Chrortery or any part

of its provisinns, to nany person »nr circunstonce is held

Invalld, the avnlliention of the Chrrter ond its provisiens
% to other pers-ns or cireumstonces shzll not be offected

thereby.
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