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TO: THE CITIZENS OF WOLF POINT, MONTANA
FROM: Wolf Point Local Government Study Commission

SUBJECT: Local Government Review

The Wolf Point Study Commission, elected by the voters on November 6, 1984
or thereafter appointed, hereby present this final report to ycu, the citizens
of Wolf Point.

The purpose of the Study Commission in state law, is "to study the existing
form and powers of a local government and procedures for delivery of local
government services and to compare them with other forms available under the
laws of the state". After completing these two phases of the study, it is the
responsibility of the Study Commission to submit a final report recommending no
change or propose an amendment to the existing form of government or offer an
alternative form of government to the qualified electors.

In every phase of the review, this Study Commission sought advice and
information from as many people as pcssible. Opinions and recommendations were
solicited from local government officials. All meetings of the Study Commission
were open to the public. A telephone survey was made encompassing 500 pecple,
which demonstrated a few more people favored redistricting while, at the same
time, they wanted the number of Councilmen to remain the same. Public hearings
were held.

Our reccmmendations reflect the thoughts and opinions of those who
participated in public hearings, those who attended our regular meetings, and
those who responded to a survey, in addition to the independent efforts of this
Study Commission.
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In this final report, we recommend am alteknative Lfoem of government which

will provide for non-partisan city elections. In our present form of city
government, we are required by law to hold partisan elections. Since we have
~erroneously held non-partisan elections in the past, we feel that this
alternative form of government will provide the services expected by the people.

We solicit your support for its adeption.

Respectfully submitted,

LOCAL GOVERNMENT STUDY COMMISSIONERS

Malisse T. Mahlum, Chairman

Sharen Dschaak, Member

Shane A. Gibson, Member
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The Study Commission feels that it is of particular interest to Wolf Point,
which has a mayor-council form of government, to understand the 1975
Legislature's enactment of the code defining the mayor-council form of
government (now Section 7-3-113, M.C.A.). The code provided that if a local
government, organized under the general statutes authorizing the mayor-council
form of government, did not adopt a new form of government, then it was governed
by certain statutes after May 2, 1977, including one requiring partisan
.\<€eleetions. Therefore, we have errcnecusly conducted non-partisan elections,dn- °K
"~ the past and to correct this, the Study Commission recommends an.alternative .
.EAhJadﬁj“ﬁfoM'Of government in which the only change would be non-partisan elections.
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If we vote to retain the existing form of government, we must have partisan
elections.

By voting for the Plan of Government proposed by the Study Commission, we
would be adopting non-partisan electiond, & .t ahuesate
; ‘
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pw R o i Wolf Point Study Commission, approved by
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T e In testimony wheredf, we set}gﬁr hands.
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v e ! Done at Wolf BSint this 13th day of May,
1986. Fd
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SEAL -
ATTEST: 7 Local Government Study Commissioners
CITY CLERK QF
THE CITY OF

COUNTY, MONTANA.
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CERTIFICATE

ESTABLISHING THE EXISTING FORM OF GOVERNMENT

FOR

IN THE CITY OF WOLF POINT

In ROOSEVELT CQUNTY

If retained by the voters, the government of the City of Wolf Point in
Roosevelt County shall be organized under the following provisions of Section
7-3-113. M.C.A., which authorizes the basis for municipal council-mayor

government.

a. 7-3-201

b. 7-3-202 (1)

c. T7=-3-203

d. 7-3-212 (2)

e. 7-3-213 (3)

f. T=3=214 (2)

g. 7-3=-215 (2)

h. 7-3-216 (2)

i, 7-3-217 (2) e« Q) % Finees Yia

j. T7-3-218 (2)

k. 7-3-219 (1)

1. 7-3-220 (1)

m. T7-3-221 (3)

n. 7=3=222 (21}

0. T-3-223 (2)
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These sections establish the following form of government which shall be
called the COMMISSION-EXECUTIVE FORM.
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The Commission-executive form consists of an elected commission (which may
be referred to as the "council") and one elected executive (who may be
referred to as the "mayor") who is elected at large.

7-3-
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The executive shall:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

(h)

(j)

(k)

The

enforce laws, ordinances and resolutions;

perform duties required of him by law, ordinance, or resolution;
administer affairs of the local government;

carry out policies established by the commission;

recommend measures to the commission;

report to the commission on the affairs and financial condition of the
local government;

execute bonds, notes, contracts, and written obligations of the
commission, subject to the approval of the commission;

report to the commission as the commission may require;

attend commission meetings and may take part in discussion;

execute the budget adopted by the commission;

appoint, with the consent of the commission, all members of boards;
except, the executive may appoint without the consent of the
commission temporary advisory committees established by the executive.
plan of government shall also include the following:

The executive may appoint one or more administrative assistants to
assist him in the supervision and operation of the local government.
Such administrative assistants shall be answerable solely to the
executive.

The executive may appoint, with the consent of a majority of the
commission, all department heads. The executive may remore department

heads and may appoint and remove all other department employees.

The executive may veto ordinances and resolutions, subject to override
by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the commission.

The executive may prepare the budget in consultation with the
commission and department heads.

The executive may exercise contrcl and supervision of all departments
and boards to the degree authorized by ordinance of the commission.




(3) Continued......

(f) A financial officier (who may be called the "treasurer") shall be
appointed.

(g) The commission shall be elected by districts in which candidates must
reside and which are apportioned by population.

(h) Local government elections shall be conducted on a partisan basis as
provided in this title.

(i) The commission shall have a chairman who shall be elected by the
members of the commission from their own number for a term established
by ordinance.

(J) The presiding officer of the commission shall be the executive who
shall decide all tie votes of the commission, but shall have no other
vote. The chairman of the commission shall preside if the executive
is absent.

(k) Commission members shall be elected for overlapping terms of office.

(1) The size of the commission, which shall be a number not less than
three (3), shall be established when the form is adopted by the
voters, and community councils to advise commissioners may be
authorized by ordinance.

(4) (b) The Plan of government shall have general government powers.

This form has terms of four (4) years for all elected officials. The size
of the commission shall be established by ordinance, but it may not exceed
twenty (20) members.

We, the Study Commissioners of the City

of Wolf Point in Roosevelt County do hereby
certify that this is the existing form of
Government as established by Section
7=3-113, M.C.A.

SEAL

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK OF

Local Government Study Commissioners
THE CITY QF y

COUNTY, MONTANA.




CERTIFICATE
ESTABLISHING THE PROPOSED FORM OF GOVERNMENT
FOR
IN THE CITY OF WOLF POINT

In ROOSEVELT COUNTY

If retained by the voters, the government of the City of Wolf Point in
Roosevelt County shall be organized under the following provisions, Section
7-3-113, which authorizes the basis for municipal council-mayor government, with
an amendment to Section 7-3-219.
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These sections establish the following form of government which shall be
called the COMMISSION-EXECUTIVE FORM.




(1)

(2)

The Commission-executive form consists of an elected commission (which may
be referred to as the "council") and one elected executive (who may be
referred to as the "mayor") who is elected at large.

The executive shall:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

{h)
LA
(3)

The

(a)

(b)

enforce laws, ordinances and resolutions;

perform duties required of him by law, ordinance, or resolution;
administer affairs of the local government;

carry out policies established by the commission;

recommend measures to the commission;

report to the commission on the affairs and financial condition of the
local government;

€xecute bonds, notes, contracts, and written obligations of the
commission, subject to the approval of the commission;

report to the commission as the commission may require;

attend commission meetings and may take part in discussion;

execute the budget adopted by the commission;

appoint, with the consent of the commission, all members of boards;
except, the executive may appoint without the consent of the
commission temporary advisory committees established by the executive.
plan of government shall also include the following:

The executive may appoint one or more administrative assistants to
assist him in the supervision and operation of the local government.
Such administrative assistants shall be answerable solely to the
executive.

The executive may appoint, with the consent of a majority of the
commission, all department heads. The executive may remore department

heads and may appoint and remove all other department employees.

The executive may veto ordinances and resolutions, subject to override
by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the commission.

The executive may prepare the budget in consultation with the
commission and department heads.

The executive may exercise control and supervision of all departments
and boards to the degree authorized by ordinance of the commission.




3) Continued......

(f) A financial officier (who may be called the "treasurer") shall be
appointed.

(g) The commission shall be elected by districts in which candidates must
reside and which are apportioned by population.

(h) Local government elections shall be conducted on a non-partisan basis
as provided in this title.

(i) The commission shall have a chairman who shall be elected by the
members of the commission from their own number for a term established
by ordinance.

(j) The presiding officer of the commission shall be the executive who
shall decide all tie votes of the commission, but shall have no other
vote. The chairman of the commission shall preside if the executive
is absent.

(k) Commission members shall be elected for overlapping terms of office.

(1) The size of the commission, which shall be a number not less than
three (3), shall be established when the form is adopted by the
voters, and community councils to advise commissioners may be
authorized by ordinance.

(4) (b) The Plan of government shall have general government powers.

This form has terms of four (4) years for all elected officials. The size
of the commission shall be established by ordinance, but it may not exceed
twenty (20) members.

We, the Study Commissioners of the City

of Wolf Point in Roosevelt County do
hereby certify that this is the alternative
form of government being proposed.

SEAL
ATTEST: S
CITY CLERK OF Local Government Study Commissioners
THE CITY OF ;

COUNTY, MONTANA.




CERTIFICATE

ESTABLISHING THE DATE OF THE SPECIAL ELECTION
FOR THE ADOPTION OF PARTESAN-OR NON=PARTESAN- Flw oS i%ﬁ (DKQA(eLL
e C“”“““AE&"P\?A“ EEEE€TTCNS WHICH WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE
ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF WOLF POINT,
ROOSEVELT COUNTY, MONTANA.
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The alternative form of government proposed by the Local Government Study
Commission shall be submitted to the voters of the City of Wolf Point at a
Special Election on November 4, 1986. An amendment to an existing plan of
government becomes effective at the beginning of the local government's fiscal

year commencing after the election results are officially dec¢lared. (Section
7-3-156, M.C.A.)

We, the Study Commissioners of the City
of Wolf Point do hereby certify that this
is the date of the Special Election

appreoved by the Study Commissioners of the
City of Wolf Point.

In testimony wherecof, we set our hands.

Done at Wolf Point this 13th day of May,
1986

SEAL

ATTEST: Local Government Study Commissioners
CITY CLERK OF

THE CITY OF

’

COUNTY, MONTANA.
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CERTIFICATE I//
ESTABLISHING THE OFFICI%/ BALLOT

FOR THE NOVEMBER 4, 1986 SPECIAL ELECTION

\

/

Instructions to voters:

Placé an "X" in the box which expresses your pre-
ference.

The full text of the proposed form of government and of the existing
form of government are available at your polling place.

OFFICIAL BALLOT

BALLOT ON ALTERNATIVE FORM OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Vote for One

For adoption of plan of government proposed for
the City of Wolf Point by the Study Commission.

For existing form of government.

We, the Study Commissioners of the City
of Wolf Point do hereby certify that this
is the offical ballot approved by the

Study Commissioners of the City of Wolf
Bodnt.

In testimony whereof, we set our hands.

Done at Wolf Point this 13th day c¢f May,
1986.

SEAL

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK OF

Local Government Study Commissioners
THE CITY COF

b

, COUNTY, MONTANA.
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CERTIFICATE
ESTABLISHING THE OFFICIAL BALLOT

FOR THE NOVEMBER &4, 1986 SPECIAL ELECTION

Instructions to voters: Place an "X" in the box which expresses your pre-

ference. The ful

1 text of the proposed form of government and of the existing

form of government are available at your polling place.

OFFICIAL BALLOT

BALLOT ON ALTERNATIVE FORM OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Vote for One

For adoption of the amendmenty to the existing
plan of government proposed *by the Local
Government Study Commission.
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Forsexisting form of government.

b ek e plevn) Sowwm We, the Study Commissioners of the City
> = i f‘. ' of Wolf Point do hereby certify that this
‘/.l(‘a AA@ W & wae ;,-L?}-z_]‘ ) o i; (,X YL L.Qf:, st v is the Official Ballot appr‘oved by the
‘ —— Lo e N B Study Commissioners of the City of Wolf
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U In testimony whereof, we set our hands.
Done at Wolf Point this 13th day of May,
1986.
SEAL
ATTEST:
CITY CLERK OF Tocal Government Study Commissioner
THE CITY OF

COUNTY, MONTANA.
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