
RSOLUTIONNOR0769ARESOLUTIONADOPTINGCERTIFICATESNO1,2,3,AND4RELATEDTOTHEPROPOSEDSELFGOVERNMENTCHARTERWITHTHECOUNCILMAYORPLANOFGOVERNMENTFORTHECITYOFLAURELWHEREAS,theCityofLaurelapprovedanordinanceproposingtoamendtheformofMunicipalGovernmentintheCityofLaurel,CountyofYellowstone,Montana,throughOrdinanceNo00708andWHEREAS,saidproposalaffordsthecitizensofLaureltheopportunitytomakeaninformeddecisionregardinglocalgovernmentandWHEREAS,theattachedCertificatesNo1,2,3,and4arerequiredbyMontanaLawforadoptionbytheCityCouncilfordistributiontothevotersfortheirconsiderationanduseintheupcomingelectionNOWTHEREFOREBEITRESOLVEDbytheCityCounciloftheCityofLaurel,Montana,thattheCityCouncilherebyapprovestheattachedCertificatesNo1,2,3,and4asrelatedtotheproposedamendmenttotheformofMunicipalGovernmentintheCityofLaurelIntroducedataregularmeetingoftheCityCouncilonSeptember4,2007,byCouncilMemberPoeh3PASSEDandAPROVEDbytheCityCounciloftheCityofLaurelthis4thdayofSeptember,2007APPROVEDBYTHEMAYORthis4adayofSeptember,2007ATTESTaint,LegalCounselvElkRiverLawOffice,PLLPR0769ProposedCharterCertificates



APROPOSALTOTHEVOTERSOFLAURELBYTHEMAYORANDCITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOFLAURELTOADOPTASELFGOVERNMENTCHARTERWITHTHECOUNCILMAYORPLANOFGOVERNMENTTobesubmittedtotheVotersofLaurelfortheirconsiderationanddecisionataregularlyscheduled,electiontobeconductedbymailballotonNovember6,2007



AMESSAGEFROMTHELAURELMAYORANDCITYCOUNCILDearCitizensofLaurel,TheMayorandthemembersoftheCityCouncilareunanimousinproposingtheattachedcitychartertotheVotersofLaurelforyourconsiderationWeunanimouslyagreethattheadvantagesofadoptingaselfgovernmentcharterincludeClarificationoftheresponsibilitiesofthemayorandcounciltGreatermanagementefficiencywithanappointedchiefadministrativeofficerwhilemaintainingdirectvoteraccountabilityofanelectedmayorandcitycouncilSpecificlimitsonthetaxingpowersofcitygovernmentRequiredpublichearingsbeforeanyincreaseincityfeesSelfgovernmentpowersfortheCityofLaurelAftercarefulconsideration,wehavealsoconcludedthattheadoptionofacitycharterbytheVotersposesnodisadvantagesforthecitizens,taxpayersandresidentsofLaurelAcomparisonoftheimportantcharacteristicsoftheexistingandproposedplansofgovernmentisincludedforyourconsiderationonpage12WeurgeallLaurelVoterstostudytheproposedcharterincludedonpages611andtodiscussitsprovisionswithyourCityCouncilmembersorwiththeMayorIfyouhaveanyquestions,pleasedonotbereluctanttocontactanyorallofyourcityofficials,andPleaseVoteonNovember6CuncilMemberCouncil2



CERTIFICATENo1PROPOSEDCHARTERCITYOFLAUREL,YELLOWSTONECOUNTY,MONTANAPREAMBLEWE,THEPEOPLEOFTIlECITYOFLAUREL,COUNTYOFYELLOWSTONE,STATEOFMONTANA,inaccordancewithArticleXI,Section5oftheConstitutionofMontana,doherebyadoptthisCharterARTICLEIPOWERSOFTHECITYSection101PowersoftheCityTheCityofLaurelshallhaveallpowersnotprohibitedbytheConstitutionofMontana,thelawsofMontana,orthisCharterSection102InterpretationofPowersThepowersandauthorityofthisselfgovernmentcityshallbeliberallyconstruedEveryreasonabledoubtastotheexistenceoracitypowerorauthorityshallberesolvedinfavoroftheexistenceofthatpowerorauthoritySection103Restrictions1ThepropertytaxmilllevyshallbelimitedtothatofMontanamunicipalgovernmentswithgeneralgovernmentpowers,exceptwiththepriorapprovaloftheelectorsvotingonthequestioninageneralorspecialmunicipalelection2Nochangeinanycitylicensefee,userfee,permitfeeorutilitychargeshallbemadewithoutpriorpublichearings,asprescribedbylawSection104CharterSupremacyAsprovidedbyArticleXI,Section5ofthaConstitutionofMontana,charterprovisionshereinestablishingexecutive,legislativeandadministrativestructureandorganizationaresuperiortostatutoryprovisionsSection105OathofOfficeBeforeenteringuponthedutiesofoffice,allelectedcityofficialsshalltakeandsubscribetotheoathofofficeasprescribedinArticleIII,Section3oftheConstitutionofMontana3



ARTICLEIILEGISLATIVEBRANCHSection201LegislativeBranchThelegislativebranchandgoverningbodyoftheCityofLaurelshallbethecitycouncilSection202Composition1TheCityofLaurelshallhaveacitycouncilofeight8members,four4ofwhereshallbeelectedeverytwoyears2ThecouncilshallsetthecompensationofcouncilmembersannuallySection203PowersandDutiesThecouncilshallbethelegislativeandpolicydeterminingbodyofthecityAllpowersoftheCityshellbevestedinthecitycouncilexceptasotherwiseprovidedbylaworthisCharterThecouncilmayoverridethemayorsvetowithatwothirdsvoteoftheentirecouncilSection204TermofOfficeMembersofthecouncilshallbeelectedtofour4year,overlappingtlmsofofficeSection205Election1Theelectionofcouncilmembersshallbeconductedonanonpartisanbasis2Thereshallbefourwardsapportionedbypopulationfollowingeveryfederaldecennialcensus,eachofwhichshallberepresentedbytwocouncilmembersOnecouncilmemberfiomeachofthefourwardsshallbeelectedeverytwoyears3CandidatesforthecitycouncilmustresideinthewardtheyseektorepresentatthetimeoftheirelectionandduringtheirentiretrimofofficeSection206ChairmanoftheCouncilThecouncilshallhaveachairmanwhoshallbeelectedbythemembersofthecouncilfromamongtheirownnumberforatermestablishedbyresolutionThechairmanofthecouncil,whomaybecalledthepresidentofthecouncil,shallpresidewhenthemayorisabsentSection207CouncilProceduresThecouncilshall,byresolution,adoptitsownrulesofprocedureAquorumofthecouncilshallconsistoffive5councilmembersphysicallypresentatameetingofthecitycouncil4



ARTICLEHIEXECUTIVEBRANCHSection301TheExecutiveBrauchThemayorshallbethechiefexecutiveofficeroftheCityofLaurelSection302TermofOfficeThemayorshallbeelectedforafouryeartermofofficeSection303ElectionThemayor,whomustresidewithinthecitylimitsofLaurelatthetimeofelectionandthroughoutthetermofoffice,shallbenominatedandelectedatlargeonanonpartisanbasisSection304PowersandDutiesThemayorshall1enforcelaws,ordinances,andresolutions2performdutiesrequiredofhimbylaw,charter,ordinanceorresolution3administeraffairsofthelocalgovernment4carryoutpoliciesestablishedbythecouncil5recommendmeasurestothecouncil6reporttothecouncilontheaffairsandfinancialconditionofthecitygovernment7executebonds,notes,contracts,andwrittenobligationsofthecouncil,subjecttotheapprovalofthecouncil8reporttothecouncilasthecouncilmayrequire9chaircouncilmeetingsandmaytakepartindiscussion10executethebudgetadoptedbythecouncil11appoint,withtheconsentofthecouncil,allmembersofboards,exceptthemayormayappointwithoutconsentofthecounciltemporarycommitteesestablishedbythemayorSection305AdministrativeDutiesThemayormay1preparethebudgetinconsultationwiththecouncilanddepartmentheads2appoint,withtheconsentoramajorityofthecouncil,alldepartmentheadsandmayremovedepartmentheadswithouttheconsentofthecouncilandmayappointandremoveallothercityemployees3exercisecontrolandsupervisionofalldepartmentsandboardstothedegreeauthorizedbyresolutionofthecouncilSection306LegislativeAuthorityoftheMayorThemayorshalldecidealltievotesofthecouncil,butshallhavenoothervoteThemayormayvetoordinancesendresolutions,subjecttooverridebyatwothirdsvoteoftheentirecouncil5



Section307CompensationoftheMayorThecouncilshallsetthecompensationofthemayorannuallySection308AbsenceoftheMayorThemayormustreceivetheconsentofthecouncilforanabsenceomthecityforten10ormoreconsecutivedaysSection309GroundsforRemovaloftheMayorThemayormayberemovedfiomofficebyafinding,byanaffirmativevoteofsix6ofeight8councilmembersthat,pursuanttolaw,thereisavacancyintheofficeofmayorSection310ChiefAdminitrntiveOfficer1TheremaybeachiefadminiqtrativeofficerappointedbywrittencontractthetermsofwhichshallbenegotiatedbythemayorforapprovalbythecitycouncilThetermofthecontractshallnotexceedtwoyearsunlessspecificallyextendedorrenewedbymajorityvoteofthecouncil2Thechiefadministrativeofficershallserveunderthedirectsupervisionofthemayorandshallperformthosedutiesdelegatedtotheofficerbythemayor3Thechiefadministrativeofficermayexercisesuchsupervisoryauthorityasmaybedelegatedinwritingbythemayorandapprovedbyresolutionofthecouncil4Thechiefadministrativeofficershallnothavetheauthoritytotrninateanycityemployee,thatauthoritybeingreservedtothemayorSection311CityAttorney1Thereshallbeachieflegalofficerofthecity,whomaybecalledthecityattorney,appointedbythemayorwiththeconsentofthecouncil,whoshallserveaslegaladvisortothecitycouncil,themayor,andallcitydepartments,officesandagencies2Thechieflegalofficershallbeappointedbywrittencontractwhichshallspecifythedutiesandresponsfoilities,coonditionsofemploymentandcompensationofthechieflegalofficerSaidcontractshallnotexceeddurationoftwoyearsunlessspecificallyextendedorrenewedbymajorityvoteofthecitycouncil3ThechieflegalofficershallrepresentthecityinalllegalproceedingsunlessotherwisedeterafinedbythecouncilandshallperformotherdutiesprescribedbyordinanceThecouncilmayengagesuchadditionallegalcounselasmayberequiredtomeetexigentcircumstances4Thechieflegalofficershallbesupervisedbythemayorandshallhavethestatusofadepartmenthead,exceptthatheorshemaynotberemovedorsuspendedbythemayorwithouttheconsentofthocitycouncil6



Section312OrgnivtionofDepartmentsThoorganizationofcitydepartmentsshallbeprescribedbyordinanceARTICLEIVJUDICIALBRANCHSection401CityCourtThereshahbeacitycourtoramunicipalcourtasprovidedbylawARTICLEVGENERALPROVISIONSSection501AmendmentofCharterThisChartermaybemendedonlywiththeapprovalofthovoters,asprescribedbystatelawSection502EffectiveDateThisChartershallbecomeeffectiveonJanuary1,2008Section503VacancyinOfficeAnelectedofficeunderthisCharterbecomesvacantasprescribedbylawWhenanyvacancyoccursinanyelectiveoffice,thispositionshallbeconsideredopenandsubjecttonominationandelectionatthenextgeneralmunicipalelectioninthesamemannerastheelectionofanypersonholdingthesameoffice,exceptthetermshallbelimitedtotheunexpiredtermofthepersonwhooriginallycreatedthevacancyPendingsuchelectionandqualification,thecouncilshall,bymajorityvoteofthemembers,appointaqualifiedpersonwithin30daysofthovacancytoholdtheofficeuntilthesuccessoriselectedandqualifiedApersonappointedtofillavacantcitycouncilpositionmustresideinthewardwhereinthcvacancyoccurredSection504SeverabilityIfanyprovisionofthisCharterisheldinvalid,theotherprovisionsofthisChartershallnotbeaffectedtherebyIfthoapplicationoftheCharteroranypartofitsprovisions,toanypersonorcircumstanceisheldinvalidtheapplicationofthoCharteranditsprovisionstootherpersonsorcircumstancesshallnotbeaffectedthereby7



ARTICLEVITRANSITIONPROVISIONSSection601GeneralTransition1TransitiontothischarterformofgovernmentshallbeasprescribedbystatelawThecouncilmayprovideforsuchtransitionbyordinanceorresolutionnotinconsistentwithstatelaw2TheprovisionsofthistransitionarticleshallnotbepublishedaspartoftheCharterafterJanuary1,2009Section602CityEmployees1NocityemployeeorelectedofficialcurrentlyholdingacityofficewillloseemploymentorelectedpositionsolelybecauseofadoptionofthisCharter2ExistingelectedofficialsmaycontinueinofficeuntiltheendofthetermforwhichelectedSection603ReviewofExistingOrdinances1AllcityordinancesandresolutionsoftheCityofLaurelshallremainineffectuntilreviewed,revisedorrepealedbythecitycouncil2Thecitycouncilshallreviewand,wherenecessary,reviseorrepealallcityordinancestoprovideforcoiiiplianceandconsistencywiththisCharterandstatelawnolaterthanJanuary1,2009We,theMayorandCityCounciloftheCityofLaureldoherebycertifythatthisistheCharterproposedbytheMayorandCityCouncilforadoptionbythevotersofLaurelIntestimonywhereofwesetourhandsaurel,CouncilMemberMontanathis4thdayofSeptember,2007CityCle8



Ceraficate2ESTABLISHINGTHEEXISTINGPLANOFGOVERNMENTFORTHECITYOFLAUREL,MONTANAIfretainedbythevoters,thegovemmentofLaurelshallremainorganizedunderthefollowingprovisionsof73113,MCAwhichauthorizesthemunicipalcouncilmayorformofgovernment73113StatutorybasisformunicipalcouncilmayorgovemmenL1Forthepurposeofdeterminingthestatutorybasisofexistingunitsoflocalgovernment,eachunitoflocalgovernmentorganizedunderthegeneralstatutesauthorizingthemunicipalcommissionmayorformofgovernment,whichdoesnotadoptanewform,shallbegovernedafterMay2,1977bythefollowingsectionsa73201b732021c73203d732122e732133f732142g732152h732162I732172Establishedbycoundlresolutionj732182k732192EstablishedbycouncilresolutionI732201m732213n732222o7322322Thisformhastermsof4yearsforallelectedofficialsThesizeofthecommissionshallbeeightmembersThesesectionsestablishthefollowingformofgovernmentwhichshallbecalledtheMUNICIPALCOUNCILMAYORFORM73201CommissionexecutiveformThecommissionexecutiveformwhichmaybecalledthecommissionexecutive,thecouncilmayor,orthecommissionmayorformconsistsofanelectedcouncilwhichmaybereferredtoasthecommissionandoneelectedexecutivewhomaybereferredtoasthemayorwhoiselectedatlarge732021NatureofgovernmentTheplanofgovernmentsubmittedtothequalifiedelectorsshalldeterminethepowersofthelocalgovernmentunitbyauthorizinggeneralgovernmentpowers73203DutiesoftheexecutiveTheexecutiveshall1enforcelaws,ordinances,andresolutions2performdutiesrequiredofhimbylaw,ordinance,orresolution3administeraffairsofthelocalgovernment9



4carryoutpoliciesestablishedbythecommission5recommendmeasurestothecommission6reporttothecommissionontheaffairsandfinancialconditionofthelocalgovernment7executebonds,notes,contractsandwrittenobligationsofthecommission,subjecttotheapprovalofthecommission8reporttothecommissionasthecommissionmayrequire9attendcommissionmeetingsandmaytakepartindiscussions10executethebudgetadoptedbythecommission11appoint,withtheconsentofthecommission,allmembersofboardsexcepttheexecutivemayappointwithouttheconsentofthecommissiontemporaryadvisorycommitteesestablishedbytheexecutive732122AdministrativeassistantsTheexecutivemayappointoneormoreadministrativeassistantstoassisthiminthesupervisionandoperationofthelocalgovernment,andsuchadministrativeassistantsshallbeanswerablesolelytotheexecutive732133SupervisionofpersonnelTheexecutivemayappoint,withtheconsentofamajorityofthecommission,alldepartmentheadsandremovedepartmentsheadsandmayappointandremoveallotherdepartmentemployees732142VetopowerTheexecutivemayvetoordinancesandresolutions,subjecttooverridebyatwothirdsvoteofthecommission732152PreparationofbudgetTheexecutivemaypreparethebudgetinconsultationwiththecommissionanddepartmentheads732162AdministrativesupervisionandcontrolTheexecutivemayexercisecontrolandsupervisionofalldepartmentsandboardstothedegreeauthorizedbyordinanceofthecommission732172FinancialofficerAfinancialofficerwhomaybecalledthetreasurershallbeappointedbytheexecutivewiththeconsentofthecommission732182SelectionofcommissionmembersThecommissionshallbeelectedbydistrictsinwhichcandidatesmustresideandwhichareapportionedbypopuleion732192TypeofelectionLocalgovernmentelectionsshallbeconductedonanonpartisanbasis732201ChairmanofcommissionThecommissionshallhaveachairmanwhoshallbeelectedbythemembersofthecommissionfromtheirownnumberforatermestablishedbyordinance732213PresidingofficerofthecommissionThepresidingofficerofthecommissionshallbetheexecutive,whoshalldecideallfievotesofthecommissionbut0



shallhavenoothervotethechairmanofthecommissionshallpresideiftheexecutiveisabsent732222TermsofcommissionmembersCommissionmembersshallbeelectedforoverlappingtermsofoffce732232SizeofcommissionandcommunitycommissionsThesizeofthecommissionshallbeeight8,andcommunitycommissionstoadvisecommissionersmaybeauthorizedbyordinance73224TermsofelectedofficialsThetermofofficeofelectedofficialsshallbefour4yearsWe,theMayorandCityCouncilofthcCityofLaureldoherebycertifythatthisisthepresentplanofgovermnentoftheCityofLaurelIntestimonywhereofiwesetourhandsDoneatLaurel,MontanathisCouncilMemberCouncilMemberCuncilMember4thdayofSeptember,2007CouncilMemberCouncilMemberCityCltk11



CERTIFITENoCOMPARISONOFCHARACTERISTICSOFTHECOUNCILMAYORFORMANDCHARTERFORMWITHCOUNCILMAYORCITYOFLAURELCHARACTERISTICPRESENTFORMOFGOVERNMENTPROPOSEDFORMOFGVERNMENTCOMMENTSFORMOFCouncilMayorCharterwithCouncilMayorGOVERNMENTElectedcouncilperformspolicymakingElectedcouncilperformspolicymakingChmtormaintainscouncilfunctJensElectedmayoradministersfunctionsElectedmayoradministersmayorplanofgovernmentandgovernmentwiththeadviseandgovernmentwiththeadviseandconsentofaddsachiefadmlrdslratlveccoeantofthecounsl,thecouncilofficertoassistmayorPOWERSGeneralgovernmentpowersSelfgovernmentpowersThecharterIIrsltstheCitystaxingauthoritytothatofthepresentgeneralpowersgovernmentofLaurelandwillrequirepublichearingstobeheldforanyincreaseInfeesandutilityratesGOVERNINGCitycouncilisreaponslbleforCitycouncilisreapcnalbleforegisletiveNOchangeTheelectedcityBODYlegislativeandpolicyrnaldngfunctionsandpollcyrsaklngfunctionstheewillbecouncilcontlnueaasthetheewillbecerrledoutbythemayor,carriedoutbythemayorwiththegoverningbedyeftheCityassistanceofachiefadministrativeofficerSize8councilmemberselectedbywardin8councilmemberselectadbywardinNochangenonpartisanelections,nonpartisanelectionsTermFearyearoverlappingtermsFouryearoverlappingtetrasNochangePresidingOfficerChairpresidentofthecouncilChairpresidentofthecouncilselectedbyNOchangeselectedbythecounsrlfromamongthecouncilfromamongtheirownnumbertheirownnumberCHIEFEXECUTIVETheelectedmayorservesastheCitysTheblectedmayorservesasthechiefGreeeermanegeentANDchiefexecutiveofficerandchiofeaeautlveofficerandsuperviseathechiefeccountablllty,problemsolvingCHIEFadmlnistretJveofgcer,edmlnyeofficerwhoisappointedbycapacityandadminictretiveADMINISTRATIVEwrittencontractapprovedbycitycouncil,efficiencyindealingwithOFFICERgrowthreleeedissuesPowersaldDutiesThemayorcarrteaoutthepoliciesofNochangeInthepowersofthemayorwhoGreatermanagementandthecouncil,advisescouncil,executeswill,underthecharter,beprovidedwiththeservicedeliveryefficiencybudget,supervisesaaCityexTNrtassistanceofanappointedchiefwhilemaintainingdirectvoterdepartmentsandenforceslawsandadministreeiveefflcerwhosedutiesandaccountabilityofanelectedordinances,supervisoryresponsibilitywillbedefinedinmayorwritingbythemayorwiththeconsentofthecitycouncilApothtmentThemayorappointsdepartmentheadsThemayorappointsdepartmentheadsandNochangePowersandmembersofbcerdsandcouncilsmembersofboardsandcouncilswithwithconsentofthecouncilconsentofthecouncilBudgetMayorisreaponslblefortheMayorisreaponslbieforthepreparationofNochangePreparationpreparationofthebudgstinthebudgetinccopereeionwithdepartmentcooperationwithdepartmentheads,headsBudgetisthenmodifiedandBudgetIsthenmodifiedendapprovedapprovedbythecitycounciibythecitycouncil12



CERTIFICATENo4PLANOFAPPORTIONMENTOFCOUNCILMEMBERDISTRICTSWARDSThepresentplanofapportionmentofcouncilmemberdistrictswardswasupdatedbytheCityCouncilfollowingthe2000federaldecennialcensusandshallberetainedifthenewplanofgovernmentsetforthintheproposedCharterisadoptedbythevotersWe,theMayorandCityCounciloftheCityofLaurel,doherebycertifijthatthisistheplanofapportionmentofCityCouncildistrictsundertheproposedcharter,ifapprovedbytheVotersofLaurelIntestimonywhereotwesetourhandsDoneatLaurel,Montanathis4thdayofSeptember,2007CouncilMemberuncilMemberCcfuncilMemberCouncilMemberCityCle13


