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      PESTICIDE NEWS
Updated Spray Drift Language for Pyrethroid Agricultural Use Products.  (Wednesday 2/11/2010 9:00AM)
Cecil Tharp (MSU Pesticide Education Specialist)

Applicators and growers should be aware of changes in the product label language regarding drift when applying pyrethroid pesticides near water.  In 2008, product label drift language of many pyrethroid pesticides changed as a result of action taken by the Environmental Protection Agency to further protect human health and the environment (http://www.pesticides.montana.edu/News/Miscellaneous/epapyrethroidletter.pdf).   
Pesticide applicators should pay special attention to drift near water when using the following pesticide active ingredients:



-Bifenthrin




-Fenpropathrin



-Zeta-cypermethrin



-Deltamethrin



-Lambda cyhalothrin



-Cyfluthrin



-Tefluthrin




-Beta-cyfluthrin



-Gamma-Cyhalothrin



-Tralomethrin



-Esfenvalerate

When spraying pyrethroid pesticides applicators should always maintain a 10 foot wide vegetation filter strip between field edge and any aquatic habitat.  In addition, applicators should maintain a buffer zone:


-Buffer Zone for Ground Application (groundboom, overhead chemigation, or airblast) 

Do not apply within 25 feet of aquatic habitats (such as, but not limited to, lakes, reservoirs, rivers, streams, 

marshes, ponds, estuaries, and commercial fish ponds). 


-Buffer Zone for ULV Aerial Application 

Do not apply within 450 feet of aquatic habitats (such as, but not limited to, lakes, reservoirs, rivers, streams, 

marshes, ponds, estuaries, and commercial fish ponds). 


-Buffer Zone for Non-ULV Aerial Application 


Do not apply within 150 feet of aquatic habitats (such as, but not limited to, lakes, reservoirs, rivers, streams, 


marshes, ponds, estuaries, and commercial fish ponds). 
Always be aware of proper wind speed, wind direction, nozzle droplet size and inversions when applying these products.  Wind speeds should never exceed 15 mph, never spray into a temperature inversion and use only medium or coarser spray nozzles (for ground and non-ULV aerial applications) for ASAE definition of standard nozzles.  See additional details under attachment 2 of this online document (http://www.pesticides.montana.edu/News/Miscellaneous/epapyrethroidletter.pdf).  

Always read and follow the product label prior to use. Product labels can be obtained at www.greenbook.net.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:  For more information regarding this pesticide news release, products impacted by this 2008 update, or specific product language see the ‘EPA letter on changing drift language (http://www.pesticides.montana.edu/News/Miscellaneous/epapyrethroidletter.pdf)’ or contact the MSU Pesticide Education Program (Cecil Tharp, (406)994-5067, ctharp@montana.edu).  
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